





tinuing education credits were granted for
both courses. As in the pilot program, no
fee was charged.

Graduation

By May '85, the same students had studied
for one and one-half years and were pre-
pared to work in a small Judaica library. Er-
nest Schwarcz (Dean of the School of
General Studies), Elayne Bernstein, (Pro-
gram Associate), and | decided to have a
“graduation” ceremony for the group. A cer-
tificate was prepared which attested to their
completion of a course in Judaica Librari-
anship for Volunteers and was duly signed
by the Dean; a ceremony was held at which
various functionaries addressed the ‘stu-
dents. The college catered a special lun-
cheon for the group, and the local and
college press took pictures and reported
on both the project and the graduation
exercises.

“Post-Graduate” Courses

The graduates still did not feel fully pre-
pared. They felt a lack of knowledge in the
area of traditional literature, which Rabbi
Ben-Zev had only had the opportunity to
touch upon in two half-sessions. The Dean
therefore authorized a new two-semester
series of six two-hour classes each: The To-
rah and Its Oral Tradition, to be held from
Fall’85 through Spring '86. This was taught
solely by Rabbi Ben-Zev. The textbook used
was: Torah, the Oral Tradition: An Qutline of
Rabbinic Literature Throughout the Ages by
Noah Aminoah and Yosef Nitzan (World Zi-
onist Organization, 1983). (For a bibliogra-
phy of the books discussed in the course
see Appendix Ill.) Continuing Education
credits were given for the entire series, and
again, no fee was charged.

Outcome

All of the students but one, our elderly RAF
bibliophile, are now employed in synagogue
or day school libraries, some in more than
one. No volunteers were gained for syna-
gogue libraries (the original intent of the
project), and some students who were
formerly volunteers, subsequently found
paying positions. As the program was pub-
licized, I received many requests for librar-
ians, which | forwarded to my students.

The non-Jewish members of the class even-
tually dropped out, as the Jewish compo-
nent took up much of the class-time. One
of the professional librarians dropped out
after the first two sessions because she felt
she wasn'’t learning anything she didn't al-
ready know (there was no Jewish content
at that point), but another librarian with an
excellent Judaica background, who had

worked at the Jewish Theological Seminary
Library, stayed with the classes and, when
asked why she, who could be teaching the

cussions. All the students reported gains in
confidence and enthusiasm. Furthermore,
they established a network of Judaica librar-

ians with whom they still share a special

sense of fellowship.

The group would like me to resume teach-
ing, but | have not. A six-hour seminar in
Librarianship for the School, Synagogue,
and Center Library was sponsored by the
Queens College School of General Studies
in their Caumsett facility in Caumsett State
Park, Huntington, Long Island In November,
1986. A special text was prepared for this
marathon seminar which was interrupted
only by lunch, and which was attended by
eighteen people, including several married
couples. (A four-week course had been
scheduled in Spring ’86, by Queens College
School of General Studies to be given in
Suffolk County, Long Island, but only three
people signed up for it, and it was never
held.)

All the students re-
ported gains in con-
fidence and enthusiasm.
Furthermore, they
established a net-

work of Judaica
librarians with

whom they still

share a special

sense of fellowship. The Future
As noted in the Introduction, other courses
designed for SSC librarians will be reported
on these pages. It is hoped that under the
guidance of Barbara Leff, who is at present
chairing the Committee on Library Education

course, was a student in it, replied that she
always learned something new, especially

on practical techniques and during the dis- (Continued on next page, column 1)

Appendix |
CUNY—AQueens College School of Continuing Education—April 26, 1984
Library Course for Volunteers Evaluation Sheet
For Those New To Library Work

| found that having had the basic courses in Judaica Librarianship offered in this series,
I know enough to volunteer in a synagogue library. y n

If “no;’ specify what further information you need to learn. Please check those applicable
and use the blank space for your own thoughts about this.

WHICH BOOKS TO ACQUIRE FOR THE LIBRARY ______
THEM

HOW TO ORDER BOOKS AND HOW TO RECEIVE THEM _____

HOW TO CATALOG BOOKS, FILE CARDS, AND CLASSIFY LIBRARY MATERIALS _____
HOW TO PROCESS BOOKS TOTALLY ____ HOW TO SHELVE BOOKS ___
HOW TO CIRCULATE BOOKS ____ OTHER THOUGHTS OF YOUR OWN:

WHERE TO PURCHASE

Did you find this course of value to you? Did you find it interesting? boring? Too fast?
Too slow? How would you improve both content and teaching of the course? Would you
prefer being in a class of beginners, only, or do you like being in a class with those presently
working in libraries?

Name Address__

Phone
(optional, may be handed in without this information)

Would you be interested in having further classes? If so, hand in the above information
ona3 x 5 card.

76 Judaica Librarianship Vol. 3 No. 1-2 1986-1987



Appendix Ii
CUNY—Queens College School of Continuing Education—April 26

Library Course for Volunteers Evaluation Sheet

For Those Presently Working in Synagogue or Other Judaica Libraries & for
Professional Librarians Who Need Training in Judaica Librarianship

| found that | learned new techniques and other information in this course despite the
fact that | am a Judaica librarian. y n

If “yes” please describe what you learned:

If “no” would you have preferred to have been in a more advanced class? y
__ nHowdid you find the teaching in the series? Interesting ? Boring ?
Too fast ____ ? Too much ____ ? Too slow -___? Other (use reverse)

Are the following issues of interest to you and would you like to enroil in a new library
course addressing these and other issues (which you specify)?

DESIGNING THE SYNAGOGUE LIBRARY AND MEDIA CENTER

WORKSHOP IN CLASSIFICATION OF BOOKS AND AV

BULLETIN BOARD DISPLAY

WORKSHOP IN WRITING AND PUBLISHING THE LIBRARY NEWSLETTER _____
THE REFERENCE QUESTION AND THE REFERENCE COLLECTION

HOW TO HANDLE OVERDUES AND OTHER CIRCULATION PROBLEMS __
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND STRATEGIES IN OBTAINING GOALS FOR THE

LIBRARY
TECHNIQUES OF COLLECTION BUILDING THROUGH EXTRA-BUDGET
FUNDING
WRITING A PROFESSIONAL ANNOTATION, A READER'S CRITIQUE, A BOOK
REVIEW

WRITING BIBLIOGRAPHIES FOR DIFFERENT PURPOSES

LITERATURE FOR ADULTS_____ LITERATURE FOR CHILDREN________
YOUNG ADULTS

THE LIBRARY PROGRAM _____ THE BOOK DISCUSSION ______
TEACHING IN THE LIBRARY _____ THE BOOK TALK

(THE STORY HOUR: TECHNIQUES AND PRACTICE FOR THE TWO LINES ABOVE)
WRITING THE ANNUAL REPORT _____ WRITING THE BUDGET ________

FOR

Please add your suggestions on the reverse. Add your name below, if you wish. Hand
in a3 x 5" card with your name, address, and phone no. if you are interested in taking
further courses.

Name Address

Phone

(Continued from p. 76, column 3) Appendix Il

and Accreditation for SSC Librarians with
the help of Susan Freiband, Edith Lubet-
ski, Toby Rossner, Raiph Simon, Anita
Wenner, and myself, a curriculum and text-
book will be prepared and made available
to anyone who wishes to organize classes
for para-professionals and for professional
librarians on librarianship for the SSC Ii-

Selected Bibliography of
Traditional Literature

(compiled for a course given by Rabbi Ne-
hemiah Ben-Zev)

brary. Bible
Pentateuch with Targum Onkelos, Haphtaroth and
Reference Rashi’s Commentary translated into English and

annotated by M. Rosenbaum and A. M. Silber-
marnn in collaboration with A. Blashki and L.
Joseph, Jerusalem: The Silbermann Family,
5733. 5 v.

Cutter, Charles, “Bibliographic Instruction in Ju-
daic Studies,” Judaica Librarianship Vol. 2 No.
1-2 (Spring 1985), p. 65-67.

The Pentateuch and Rashi’s Commentary, A Lin-
ear Translation into English by Abraham ben Isaiah
and Benjamin Sharfman in collaboration with
Harry M. Orlinsky and Morris Charner, Brooklyn,
N. Y.: 8. S. & R. Publishing Co., 1949, 5 v.

Biblical Commentaries

Bible. Soncino. Cohen.
The Soncino Chumash, The Five Books of
Moses with Haphtaroth. Hebrew text and En-
glish transiation with an exposition based on
the classical Jewish commentaries. edited by
A. Cohen, London/Jerusalem/New York: Son-
cino Press (1981, 1947).

Moses ben Nachman
Ramban (Nachmanides) Commentary on the
Torah. Translated and annotated with index by
Charles B. Chavel, New York: Shilo Publish-
ing House, 1971-76, 5 v.

Meir Leibush ben Yechiel Michel
Malbim, Rabbenu Meir Liebush ben Yechiel
Michel, Commentary on the Torah. Translated
by Zvi Faier with notes and scientific explana-
tions. (Jerusalem): Hillel Press, (1978).

v. 1. Beginning and upheaval (Genesis |-XI:
Bereshith-Noah).

v. 2. The Patriarchs (Genesis XII-XXI!I: Lech
Lecha-Toldot).

Malbim, on Mishley, the Commentary of Rabbi
Meir Leibush Malbim, on the Book of Proverbs.
Abridged and adapted in English by Charles
Wengrov based on an original draft by Avivah
Gottleib Zornbey. Jerusalem/New York: Feld-
heim, 1982.

Bible. Mikraot Gedolot

Mikraot Gedolot, a new translation of the text
and Rashi with a commentary digest. Sidney
B. Hoenig, editor, A. J. Rosenberg, associate
editor, translation of text by P. Oratz, Rashi
translation and commentary digest by A. J.
Rosenberg and Sidney Shulman. (2nd ed.,
rev.). New York: Judaica Press, 1980.

Joshua

Judges

Samuel I-I, 2 v.
King I-Il, 2 v.
Isaiah-2 v.
Jeremiah v. 1

Biblical Interpretations Philosophically
Explained

Saadia ben Joseph, gaon.
The Book of Beliefs and Opinions, translated
from the Arabic and the Hebrew by Samuel
Rosenblatt. New Haven, Yale University Press,
1948.

Bachya ben Joseph ibn Paquda
Duties of the Heart by Bachya ben Joseph ibn
Paquda. Translated from the Arabic into He-
brew by Yehuda ibn Tibbon with English trans-
lation by Moses Hyamson. Jerusalem/New
York: Feldheim Publishers, (1978) 2 v.
Judah Halevi
The Kuzari (Kitib al Khazari), and argument for
the faith of Israel. (Transiated from the Arabic
by Hartwig Hirschfeld). Introduction by Henry
Slonimsky. New York: Schocken Books (1964).
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