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Contributing Hebrew Name Headings to NACO: A Participant's View* 

Rachel Simon 

Abstract: Princeton University Libraries 
have undergone several phases over the 
years regarding authority work. This 
paper focuses on Princeton's treatment 
of Hebrew name headings within the 
framework of authority work in general, 
prior to and following the library's 
involvement in the NACO (National Coor­
dinated Cataloging Operations) project. 

The paper deals with the following top­
ics: the methods used at Princeton for 
authority work before the involvement 
with NACO in 1980; the stages of Prince­
ton's involvement with NACO after 
1980 (including production data); pro­
cedures developed at Princeton to 
facilitate authority work, enhance effi­
ciency, and guarantee quality control 
in all production levels; personnel 
involved in authority work; the process 
undertaken to become an independent 
contributor of Hebrew name headings; 
the workflow of Hebrew name head­
ings and the principles applied in estab­
lishing Hebrew name headings; and 
plans for the future. 

Introduction 

NACO is the acronym for the National 
Coordinated Cataloging Operations (for­
merly Name Authority Co-Op), through 
which more than 100 libraries contributed 
name headings to the Name Authority File 
(NAF) in 1994. 

History of Princeton's Authority Files 

Prior to Princeton University Libraries' 
(PUL) involvement in the NACO project, 
the library had a file of authority cards 
with references, with the public card cata­
log serving as the file against which entry 
verification was done. The policy was to 

*Revised and updated version of a paper 
delivered at a session entitled "Shtayn­
berg or Steinberg: Authorities, NACO, and 
Hebrew Names," held at the 28th Annual 
Convention of the Association of Jewish 
Libraries, New York, NY, June 22, 1993. 

Princeton University 
Princeton, NJ 

change name headings locally when the 
Library of Congress (LC) established 
them differently, but only in those cases 
when there were fewer than twenty re­
cords. We did not maintain split files. · 
When we had 20 or more records with a 
certain name, we did not change it even 
when LC established it differently. If there 
were up to 19 records, all of them were 
changed to include the name as estab­
lished by LC. The library also had deposi­
tory reference cards (cross-reference 
cards from LC for names). 

Between 1981 and 1986, a second Card 
Authority File (called NA2) was used for 
verification purposes for the AACR2 card 
catalog, i.e., the catalog that was started 
after the implementation of Anglo-American 
Cataloguing Rules, 2nd ed. {1978). Since 
July 1, 1986, all authority work is done 
through the national Name Authority File 
on the Research Libraries Information 
Network (RLIN). Since then, PUL does 
not have a separate local authority file, 
except for headings in those languages 
for which PUL has not yet been given per­
mission to contribute headings indepen­
dently to NACO (i.e., Rabbinic Hebrew, 
Ottoman Turkish, and Japanese). 

Princeton's Involvement with NACO 

PUL's involvement with NACO dates from 
1980, when it was one of six participating 
libraries. Between 1980 and 1984, con­
tributing libraries had to follow all LC 
guidelines and practices; since 1984, 
however, with the increase in the number 
of contributing libraries and the experi­
ence gained in authority work, a more lib­
eral interpretation of guidelines is applied, 
whereby libraries do not have to mimic LC 
citation practices (i.e., indication of 
sources) as long as the rules for estab­
lishing headings and references are fol­
lowed. 

1987 / 1988 witnessed the beginning of the 
Linked Systems Project (LSP), in which 
NACO input and update are handled via 
RLIN and OCLC. PUL was the first library to 

be an independent contributor in this proj­
ect. Since 1986, over 10,000 name authority 
records have been added each year by 
PUL, making it the biggest annual contribu­
tor to NACO. During the 1992 federal fiscal 
year (October 1991-September 1992) PUL 
added 12,827 new name headings and 
made 1,873 changes/additions to existing 
authority records. The corresponding 
numbers for Federal Fiscal Year 1993 
(October 1992-September 1993) are 
13,062 and 1,745; for Federal Fiscal Year 
1994 (October 1993-September 1994), 
15,667 and 2,560. For 1994, they repre­
sent 33% of records contributed via RUN 
(LC did 34%, leaving the rest for 43 other 
RUN NACO libraries). 

Authorities Procedures 
at Princeton: General 

At Princeton, every cataloger checks the 
names-personal, geographic, and cor­
porate-in the sources being cataloged. 
If a name or its possible variants do not 
appear in the NAF, a special worksheet is 
filled out according to the general guide­
lines for authority records and the specific 
ones for the language and subject area of 
the work.1 

The first source cited (in the first 670 field, 
in which one records data found in 
sources) should be the work in connec­
tion with which the heading is being 
established. This work should be checked 
beyond the title page (t.p.), including the 
cover, jacket, t.p. verso, added t.p., pref­
ace, and sometimes even the text, for 
more data on the person or corporate 
body being established. 

Imprint dates of the work should reflect 
the date as it appears in the bibliographic 
record, except for brackets and non­
Gregorian dates; thus, the copyright "c", 
question mark, hyphen, multiple dates, or 
open dates are recorded as such. Where 
the information was found (e.g., t.p., t.p. 
verso, added t.p., cover, specific page, 
etc.) should also be indicated, and in the 
case of a multipart item or a serial, in 
which volume, issue, etc. 
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Of special importance are the following 
data elements: dates (including month 
and day if available for the birth and death 
of a person, the founding of a corporate 
body, and the first meeting of a sequential 
conference), career or profession, and 
place (of birth, death, or residence of a 
person or location of a corporate body). 
All forms of the name as they appear in 
the chief source of information should be 
cited, as should any form which adds infor­
mation (i.e., fuller form, variants, etc.). 

The name and its possible variants are 
also searched in the RUN bibliographic 
files (as an author and possibly also as a 
subject), and a special citation is made 
reflecting the heading and usage in pre­
AA C R2 LC records. If required, th-e 
National Union Catalog (NUC) and other 
reference sources are also checked (e.g., 
the latter are sometimes required to find 
nonroman names that are well established 
in English-language reference sources, to 
resolve conflicts, etc. For rules relating to 
the use of reference sources for the estab-

lishment of Hebrew names, see below). A 
special notation is made (in field 675, in 
which are recorded sources which were 
searched but in which the name was not 
found) when a name does not appear in 
specific reference sources; the sources that 
were searched are explicitly recorded. 

Each heading should be unique; if, how­
ever, following reasonable attempts a 
conflict remains unresolved, citations for 
both occurrences should be supplied on 
the same record with an indication of the 
connection each name bears to the work 
being cited. 

The completed NACO worksheet is then 
passed on to the seven-member PUL 
Authorities Committee. All of the commit­
tee members are professional catalogers, 
and three are permanent members. This 
allows for stability and continuity, coupled 
with the prevention of routine and stagna­
tion, as well as spreading the expertise 
and additional work load among a larger 
number of catalogers. The committee's 

ID: 

head or assistant head and another mem­
ber (on a rotating basis) check the daily 
accumulation of NACO worksheets; spe­
cial problems are discussed once a week 
at lively meetings of the whole committee. 

The approved worksheets go to two spe­
cially trained inputters-high-level non­
professional staff-who keep the records 
in the SAVE mode in the NAF on RUN. 
They save catalogers' time by indepen­
dently filling in the fixed fields and by fol-
1 owing accepted local notations to 
manipulate the forms (e.g., repeat of the 
same source when used for more than 
one r:iame; additional references for com­
pound names, etc.). Conventional local 

. notations at PUL are: 

• An "X" underneath the second element 
in a compound name tells the inputter 
to make a reference starting with this 
element (See Figure 1.) 

• A marked box indicates the repetition of 
the citation for additional names found 
in the source. (See Figures 1 and 2a.) 

.\:\CO NAME AUTHORITIES -R... 

CJt�loger: _________ s ____ _ 
------------------

Ta 

1 0 0 

(Heading) 

'-t 0-V 

4 01.? 

lto--u 
670 

(Work cat.) 

Canadian Imprint 
n 

Ind. 

l� o 
,--

/ �o 
I � o 
I lo 

I �iS 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Input t er/Date: -------------

I Text 

I : -11. t . r · c s. kos"- 6.."' ,, .. J., l'1 b r- - i,. b- -rs A. 'WI r,) 
H()re-/.f()._ -l "l:...a..wi,i 1 a...tl_d..e..J.. t,p, (Si,.o�i...o..),\o..._ 

I rv"IN'J) r · � e ic. lb, 1 1s� 
I "'\J 11"'--e 1'\��e Ril2i,....k Hos 
I hl '\'VI. J • LAM "Y\11 • 4o I s.ru.-t t-v, I ,) 
I I&[ same title (staple to main workform) 
I 

h, l{i'c, de J o,:vie ;r') 

R.os" HtJr� l. 1'V\ 

( 1s--,) 

Figure 1. Part of a Princeton NACO worksheet for a Hebrew compound name. The "X" under Hatzamri in field 
100 instructs the inputter to make a cross-reference from this element, in addition to the one enumerated by 
the cataloger in field 400. The "X" in the box in the 670 field tells the inputter to repeat the citation for addi­
tional names found in the source. 
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.\:\CO NAME AUTHORITIES J2 
Ca tilloger: ______ -'-_S __ 

ID: --------------
Inputter/Date: 

Ta I Ind. 

1 0 0 I I 0 

(Heading) 1--

½ 0-0 
I 

Lo I 
L-t O i) I \0 

1-t (rt) 
I to 
I 

670 �� 
(Work cat.) 

Canadian Imprint 
n 

Text 

H"' -t zo...,,.,, r! ,1 

j../.o..'tS"-.">'"r;_, 

Ba... �(.1.,W',Vc::1-€
.I 

8,�Lt'l'\.-1 WO e_/ 

----------

A br�IAo....,...,,1 �di�3i­

A v ro..ko.. '»'\1 .J,,d. 1 '13 / -

f1, V'rtl..J,... A "W\ Jvf o sl-. el..) Jd I '131-

A lo'ro..h ()......, MtJs2.eck,,, fJ. lf3 I-

I Jv1i(tJYt si,;l11t.t.S.k·� 1q41 :-th;t, y.,. (4YrA.l.,C\'wl hA-Tso.,r!) 

1-o...A.kJ.._ '-t,f· (A6r.:Lh"'-;,t1 HtJ.. tz.4-wir-1 c� r-�mJ Jr, J' et, 
I - _,,, .. 

J lb, ' � ; I t "VI Kr� '> � 'YI i k J ? lJ -ea. 'h d._; " r 'J / n � ;,c tR.. 'h.A.(!_ 

I Avro...h°'-'¼\ Ho�L...el .. 'Be1..\ .. (..,,,,,vt>{i Ab ra..
h a.1-v1 

I M.i,s2e.c..-k B,RL<.').V\wof civ.. Y-<TlM,J
_; 

�1M, -1-o Brt....sif 

I lv t,,.e_,,..... ;;)__ I e_o,_'r.;, o-eet � i..,,,...,,,..,,, +o Is rd--e..t' � I 1 s-) 
I TI same·title (staple to main workform) 

Figure 2a. Part of a Princeton NACO worksheet for a Hebrew name. The source (field 670) also applies to the 
name in Figure 1, which is an added entry in the bibliographic record. 

ID:NAFR9443702 ST:p EL:n STH:a MS:n UIP:a TD:19941224060114 
KRC:a NMU:a CRC:c UPN:a SBU:a SBC:a DID:n DF: 12-21-94 
RFE:a CSC:c SRU:b SRT:n SRN:n TSS: TGA:? ROM:? MOD: 
VST:d 12-27-94 
040 NjPfCNjP 
100 10 Hatzamri, Abraham,td1931-
400 10 Hatsamri, Avraham,=f=dl931-
400 10 Ba'umvol, Avraham Mosheh,+<11?31-
400 IO Baumwol, Abraham Moszeck,td 1931-
670 Milon shimusbi, 1991:+bt.p. (Avraham ha-Tsamri) added t.p. (Abraham 
Hatzamri [in rom.]) p. 8, etc. (b. 1931 in Krashnik, Poland; original name 
Avraham Mosheh Ba'umvol, Abraham Moszeck Baumwol [in rom.]; imm. 
to Brazil when 2 years old; imm. to Israel in 1951) 

Figure 2b. Name Authority Record (from RLIN) based on the NACO worksheet in Figure 2a. 
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The SAVE records are then rechecked 
and corrected if necessary by committee 
members, who also produce them (i.e., 
change the status from SAVE to PRO­
DUCE (See Figures 3a and 3b) . This 
begins the LSP process, namely, computer 
transfer from RUN to LC. The records are 
then redistributed to RUN and other utilities, 
such as OCLC). Additions and changes to 
existing NAF records undergo the same 
process. 

Hebrew Names and NACO 

According to the initial NACO agreement 
between PUL and LC in 1980, the two 
areas that were selected for cooperative 
authority work were the Social Sciences 
and Hebrew, because of the experience 
and specialization of PUL catalogers in 
these fields. In the manual environment of 
that period, forms were typed and sent to 
LC to be checked and. input there. Some 
PUL Hebrew name authority records were 

contributed to the NAF at that time (e.g., 
NAFL8170430: Kenes Har ha-Negev; 
NAFL8187606: Shemu' el Duber, mi­
Barisov).2 

Approval for Princeton's Social Sciences 
name authorities was granted, but prob­
lems arose with regard to the Hebrew 
ones. The romanized form of a name 
found in the Hebrew source was preferred 
only if the work was published in Pales­
tine or Israel. In addition, there was a 
technical difficulty regarding the manual 
indication of diacritics on paper. A major 
difficulty related to the establishment of 
Rabbinic names since, at the time, PUL 
catalogers found LC's instructions difficult 
to follow. 

A local problem arose due to personnel 
changes in Hebrew cataloging in 1981-82. 
As a result of these problems, the attempt 
to contribute Hebrew name authority 
records was suspended; it was resumed in 

1983. LC discontinued the review process, 
which at the time did not differentiate be­
tween minor and major mistakes, be­
cause they did not have staff available to 
pursue it. Another attempt to be desig­
nated a NACO contributor for Hebrew 
name headings was made in 1987, resulting 
in failure due to (1) difficulties in assimilating 
LC's complex local practices, and (2) incon­
sistent advice from LC. 

This "rejection" should be viewed in per­
spective: name authority work for all other 
languages-including Arabic, which was 
reviewed at the same period, and which 
was carried out in PUL mostly by the same 
catalogers who handled Hebrew-was 
approved in due course, following a review 
· process which went quite smoothly. In mid-
1992, PUL restarted the evaluation process, 
focusing on modern Hebrew, and suc­
ceeded in being designated an indepen­
dent NACO contributor in March 1993. 3 
This is being followed by an evaluation 

ID:NAFR9443707 ST:s EL:n STH:a MS:c UIP:a TD:19950204060728 
KRC:a NMU:a CRC:c UPN:a SBU:a SBC:a DID:n DF:12-21-94 
RFE:a CSC:c SRU:b SRT:n SRN:n TSS:? TGA:? ROM:? MOD: 
VST: p 12-21-94 
040 NjPfCNjP 
100 20 More-Hatzamri, Shoshana,t<l1937-
400 20 Mor-Hatsamri, Shoshanah,tcl1937-
400 10 More, Rosa,t<f 1937-
400 10 Mor, Rozah,t<f1937-
400 10 Hatzamri, Shoshana More-,t<f1937-

. 400 10 Hatsanui, Shoshanah Mor-,t<f1937-
670 Milon shimushi, 1991:tbt.p. (Shoshanah Mor-ha-Tsamri) added t.p. 
(Shoshana More-Hatzamri [in rom.]) p. 8, etc. (b. 1937 in Rio de Janeiro; 
original name Rozah Mor, Rosa More [in rom.]; imm. to Israel in 1951) 

Figure 3a. Name Authority Record (from RLIN) in SAVE mode. The value for field ST (upper row) is s. 

ID:NAFR9443707 ST:p EL:n STH:a MS:c UIP:a TD:19950204060728 
KRC:a NMU:a CRC:c UPN:a SBU:a SBC:a DID:n DF:12-21-94 
RFE:a CSC:c SRU:b SRT:n SRN:n TSS:? TGA:? ROM:? MOD: 
VST:d 12-27-94 
040 NjPfCNjP 
100 20 More-Hatzamri, Shoshana,fd193"7-
400 20 Mor-Hatsamri, Shoshanah,fd1937-
400 10 More, Rosa,fd1937-
400 10 Mor, Rozah,t<fI937-
400 10 Hatzamri, Shoshana More-,fd1937-
400 10 Hatsamri, Shoshana Mor-,td1937-
670 Milon shimushi, 1991 :fbt. p. (Shoshanah Mor-ha-Tsamri) added t.p. 
(Shoshana More-Hatzamri [in rom.]) p. 8, etc. (b. 1937 in Rio de Janeiro; 
original name Rozah Mor, Rosa More [in rom.]; imm. to Israel in 1951) 

Figure 3b. Produced Name Authority Record. The value of ST is p. 
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process with the goal of PUL catalogers 
becoming independent contributors of 
Rabbinic names to NACO as well. 

Evaluation Process: Hebrew Names 

For each new name authority record, the 
cataloger prepares a NACO worksheet 
with an attached t.p. surrogate (i.e., a pho­
tocopy of the t.p. of the source in which the 
name appears); if an added t .p.  or t .p .  
verso has additional relevant information 
(e.g. , a romanized form of the name), this 
is also attached. A batch of approximately 
twenty worksheets is input by the special 
inputters into the NAF [in romanization 
only] and is proofread and corrected by 
the Hebrew cataloger; all records are kept 
in the SAVE mode. These are then checked 
and corrected if necessary by a PUL com­
mittee composed of the Hebrew cata­
loger, the head and the assistant head of 
the Authorities Committee, and the head 
of the Catalog Division. A list of the records' 
NAF numbers together with the t.p. surro­
gates, each marked with the appropriate 
NAF number, is sent by the head of the 
Authorities Committee to LC for evaluation. 

At LC, the same NACO official checks all 
the batches of Princeton authority records, 
and a reply usually arrives through elec­
tronic-mail about a month later. The reply 
details which records can be produced 
without further changes, which need cor­
rections, and those instances where LC 
follows specific practices, though changes 
are not required, and are left to the cata­
loger's judgment (see below). 

During the review process, some names 
were established by other l ibraries; these 
records were marked as duplicates and 
had to be d eleted. I mmediately before 
producing the approved records, another 
search is undertaken to determine that 
these names have still not been estab­
lished. 

Directives from LC for Hebrew 
Authority Records 

Among the instructions for Hebrew au­
thority records received from LC were: 

• To add "[in rom.]" (in romanization) even 
to clearly non-Hebrew phrases or words 
in languages written in roman script 
(e. g. , English), for example, Art insti­
tute, when the source was in Hebrew: 

The point of reference is the SCRI PT 
of your CHIEF SOURCE. When the 
chief source of info. is primarily or en­
tirel y  in a nonroman script and you r 

bib. [bibliographic] record is romanized 
. . . it is normally understood that any 
romanization transcribed is the cata­
loger's romanization. Therefore, when 
transcribing romanization FOUND in 
the source, ADD after it the bracketed 
phrase "in rom." [emphasis in original ] .  
Cf. [Descriptive Cataloging Manual] Z1 
p. 20. (3 June 1992) 

AACR2 

LC 
LCRI 

LSP 
NACO 

NAF 
NAR 
NUC 
OCLC 

PUL 

Rambi 

RUN 

Acronyms 

Anglo-American Catalogu­
ing Rules, 2nd edition 

Library of Congress 
Library of Congress Rule 

Interpretations 
Linked Systems Project 
National Coordinated Cat-

aloging Operations 
Name Authority File 
Name Authority Record 
National Union Catalog 
Online Computer Library 

Center 
Princeton University 

Libraries 
Reshimat Ma'amarim Be­

mada 'e ha-Yahadut 
Research Libraries Infor­

mation Network 

• To capitalize the "�" in �ibuts when this 
word precedes a place name, even 
when � ibuts is not part of the official 
name. (6 May 1992) 

• To insert in brackets the Gregorian years 
which correspond to the Hebrew ones in 
the references. I n  answer to our comment 
that other sections in LC do not add this 
information, LC's reply stated that 

The Hebraica catalogers at LC rou­
tinely incorporate the translated Gre­
gorian dates in brackets into the 
appropriate 670 citation . I am not 
familiar with the practice of our Ara­
bic and Chinese colleagues. I f, as 
you point out, differen t  LC teams 
have different practices, then it is a 
matter of cataloger's judgment, and 
so the final decision is up to you. (25 
November 1992) 

In 1994, however, this practice was con­
sidered optional even by LC Hebraica cat­
alogers. 

• Regarding Yiddish names appearing  in 
Hebrew records, LC pointed out: 

Our Hebrew romanization scheme 
does not allow us to represent a sin­
gle vowel in terms of the diphthon g  
"ie," "au ," etc. Please note, however, 
that the Hebrew cat. manual [Maher, 
1987] , p. 2 3  gives us specific guid­
ance on how to romanize distinctly 
Yiddish names. Thus,  the ro­
manization would be Leyb. Pl ease 
chan ge "Leib" to "Leyb" . . .. (9 Jan . 
1993) 

Following our question as to why the Yid­
dish name "Ayzi� " is systematically ro­
manized as "Aizi� " ,  LC decided to change 
all occurrences of the name to "Ayzi� " .  
[See prior discussions of the Romanization 
of Yiddish names in Judaica Librariansh ip 
vol .  2, pp.  1 6- 1 7 and in vol .  3, pp.  
33-36-Ed.] 

LC's comments on specific PUL records 
included: 

• An instruction not to make a reference 
from the second element of a Hebrew 
name that begins with "Ben" (6 May 
1992), although this contradicts Maher, 
1987, p. 54. 

LCRI 26.2, p. 4 (7 August 199 1) explicitly 
states that references need not be made 
from the second element. of compound 
surnames beginning with "Ben." 

• To add references based on variant vo­
calizations found in Israeli telephone 
directories in cases when the exact vo­
calization could not be ascertained. (28 
Feb. 199 2) [Israeli phone books do not 
have vowel points, but use matres lec­
tionis to indicate pronunciation-Ed.] 

• The formula LC normally uses for Hebrew 
forenames having the form AB, of C is to 
create cross-references from C, AB of and 
from B, A, of C (9 Jan. 1993) e.g. , 
1 00 00 Abraham Gershon, of Kutow, d. 1 761  
400 10 Kutow, Abraham Gershon of, d. 1 761  
400 1 O Gershon, Abraham, of  Kulow, d. 1 76 1  
(See Table 1 for an explanation o f  the 
tags and indicators.) 

Cf. Library of Congress Rule Interpreta­
tion (RI) 26.2 no. 4 (7 Aug. 199 1) and ex­
amples in RI 26. 1  (5 Jan. 1989), p. 3 .  

• LC romanizes the abbreviated title Ado­
nenu morenu ve-rabenu as A dmur  
(rather than Admor), per Even Shoshan 
(c1988). (9 Jan. 1993) In the dictionary 
portion of the c1988 edition (v. 1, p. 14, 
col .  a) the word is vocalized "Admur," 
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Table 1 
Fields in the Name Authority Record (NAR) 

Fixed fields 

The values are filled by the inputters. (For an explanation of other fields, see 
USMARC Concise format.) 

STH Status of Heading 
a -Fully established 
c - Provisional 

UPN Undifferentiated Personal Name 
a - Differentiated personal name 
b - Undifferentiated personal name 
n -Not applicable (e.g., corporate body, uniform title, geographical 

name, subject heading) 

RFE Reference Evaluation 
n - Not app licable (i.e. , no references) 
a -With references 

Variable length fields 

1xx-the established heading; 4xx- references 

1 00 Personal names 
100 0 -Forename 
100 1 -Single surname 
100 2 - Multiple surname 

1 1 0  Corporate names 
110 1 -Jurisdiction name 
110 2 -Name in direct order 

1 1 1  Conferences 
111 1 -Jurisdiction name 
111 2 - Name in direct order 

1 51 0 Geographical names 

whereas in the appen dix of abbrevia­
t io n s  (v. 4, p. 1610 , col .  a) we fin d 
"Admor." LC goes with the citation as a 
"word. "  Princeton catalogers use the 
1987 edition of this dictionary, which has 
Admor in both places. [In her review of 
Maher  ( 1 98 7), p ub lished in J u d a i c a  
L ibrariansh ip  vol. 4, no. 2 ( 1989), Leah 
Adler noted the importance of Hebraica 
catalogers ' consulting the same editions 
of reference works. -Ed.] 

• To capitalize the "r" in ha-rav when this 
title is adjacen t  to an d precedes the 
proper name. (9 Jan. 199 3) Example: 
ha-Rav Mosheh Kohen. 

• LC custom, in case of doubt, is to as­
sume that a Hebrew name is not a com­
pound  surname un less a hyphen is 

present. Cf.AACR2 rules 22.4, 22.SC,  
etc. (25 Feb. 1993) For a NACO work­
sheet with a compound name, see Fig­
ure 1. 

Altogether six batches (approximately 120 
records) were sent  to LC over a period of 
n ine months. Shortly after the receipt of 
the sixth reply, a member of the NACO 
unit in LC in formed the head of the Au­
thorities Committee that PUL had become 
an independent contributor for modern 
Hebrew name authorities. All the modern 
Hebrew n ame authori ty worksheets­
about 500-which had been prepared up 
to that point since the early 1980s, when 
Princeton started its involvement  with 
NACO, could now be added to the NAF 
according to the usual procedures (see 
above) . Quite a few of the headings had 
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been established in the meantime by 
other libraries, and, i f  established differ­
ently, required corrections in the corre­
sponding bibliographic records. As it turned 
out, records for about 170 names could be 
added to the NAF from those created by 
Princeton catalogers since 1980. 

In preparation for the evaluation of rab­
binic name authorities, a file containing 
copies of NAF records of rabbinic names 
was prepared. Procedures were recorded, 
examples of reference structures were 
noted, and a list of romanized abbreviations 
was prepared; the latter is updated continu­
ously. [See Postscript. -Ed.] 

. Rules for Establ ishing Hebrew 
Name Headings 

In reference to the establishment of names 
of persons with surnames written in the 
Hebraic alphabet, LCRI 22.3C (1 Febru­
ary 1989) states that the following order 
of preference shou l d  be observed in  
establishin g  headings for  Hebrew and 
Yiddish persons with surnames: 

1. If the name is found in Academic Ameri­
can Encyclopedia, and in The Encyclopae­
dia Americana and in Encyclopaedia 
Britannica (15th ed.), use the form found 
in these three sources; if the form varies 
in these three sources, use the form found 
in Encyclopaedia Britannica (1 5th ed.} .  

2 .  I f  the name is found prominently in  a 
romanized form on the person's works in 
Hebrew or Yiddish, use this form. 

3. If the name is found in The Encyclo­
paedia Judaica (EJ), use this form. 

4. Otherwise, use the systematically ro­
manized form of the name. 

To this, two notes are added: 
1. If the heading for an author reflects the 
systematically romanized form and a subse­
quently received work of the author in He­
brew or Yiddish shows a non-systematical ly 
romanized name, generally do not change 
the heading. This means that only in excep­
tional cases will systematically romanized 
names be candidates for change. 

2 .  If the heading for a Hebrew or Yiddish 
author reflects a non-systematical ly roman­
ized form and a subsequently received work 
of the author in Hebrew or Yiddish shows a 
different non-systematically romanized form, 
do not change the heading until the different 
form clearly predominates. 

[This rule was discusse d  in a column 
e dited by Pea rl Berger a n d  Sharona 

� I  
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Wachs in J uda i ca  L i b rariansh ip  vol. 2 
(Spring 1985), p. 15. -Ed.] 

LC practice is to apply LCRI 22.3C for all 
Hebrew-script authors, regard less of when 
they wrote or if they have surnames or 
only forenames , titles (e.g., Admur of . . . ), 
acrony ms , etc. H eadings es tablished 
before February 1989 are not changed to 
follow this rule. 

One should also pay attention to the fol low­
ing rules (quoted from Maher, 1987, p. 48): 

• Prior to November 1984 the LCRI re­
quired only that a name be "found in a 
romanized form in the person's works." 
Beginning in November 1984, the LCRI 
was revised to require that a name be 
"found prominently [emphasis addedfi n  
a romanized form in the person's works." 
This was done to avoid basing the head­
ing on forms "buried" in the text of the 
i tem being cataloged, such as captions to 
il lustrations, etc. 

• The first paragraph of the LCRI to foot­
note 4 of 22.3C currently requires an 
article (not just an index entry) about 
the person to appear in all three general 
encyclopedias i n  order for the p rovi ­
sions o f  that paragraph to apply. 

• In November 1984, the definition of "found 
in" for the Encyclopaedia Judaica (EJ) 
was changed to require an article entry 
rather than just an index entry or a sub­
section of an article entry. This was done 
in order to align the procedures for estab­
lishing Hebraica headings more closely 
with those al ready in place for other types 
of material. No attempt is being made to 
re-assess Hebraica headings established 
on the basis of the EJ prior to the policy 
change. Occasional l y, however, it may be 
useful to cite the EJ even if the person is 
mentioned only in the text of an article 
about another person or topic, e.g., in 
order to record a date of birth, or to assist 
in identification, etc. In such cases, some 
indication of the fact is generally recorded 
in the authority record, e.g., by citing the 
volume and the column numbers, etc.4 

In many cases, H ebrew names do not 
appear in the first three reference sources 
mentioned in LCRI 22 .3C ( 1  February 
1989). When names are not found in the 
EJ either, one can check ha-Entsi�lope­
dyah ha- 'lvrit (19 49-80); since titles of 
entries are usually vocalized there, this 
source may be quite helpful in determin­
ing the reading of a given name. On the 
other hand, a drawback of several impor­
tant Hebrew- language reference sources , 
such as Ch. B. Fr i edberg's Bet 'e�ed 

sefarim, �iryat sefer (1924-), and Rambi 
(1966-), is that they do not usually vocal­
ize names , and although they are helpful 
in determining the form of a name, they 
are of no help regarding its romanization. 
As mentioned above, if an LC bibl iographic 
record on RUN includes the name, a cita­
tion with this form is made, and the roman­
ization is taken into account, influencing the 
final choice of the name heading. 

Establishing Hebrew 

name authorities 

requires a combination 

of subject and 

professional skills, 

among which are 

knowledge of 

Hebrew language 

and literature, 

Judaism, required 

and appropriate 

reference sources, 

romanization, and 

specific cataloging 

rules and their 

interpretation. 

Conclusion 

Establishi ng Hebrew name authorities 
requires a combination of subject and pro­
fessional skills, among which are knowl­
edge of Hebrew language and literature, 
Judaism, required and appropriate refer­
ence sources , romanization, and specific 
cataloging rules and their interpretation. 
Involvement in  the NACO project further 
requires adjusting to instructions govern­
ing a large body of participating libraries, 
which are dominated by the interpreta­
tions and practices of one institution, LC. 
Still, even within these limits, room is left 
for the individual cataloger's initiative and 
judgment. And while some of the require­
ments may at times seem arbitrary and 
the remarks condescending, the benefits 
of participating in NACO are s i gnificant: 
numerous libraries contribute to the Name 
Authority Fi le  according to their specific 
areas of expertise and thus make their 

accumulated knowledge available beyond 
the framework of thei r own institutions. Con­
sequently, NACO contributors make the cat­
aloging process one of teamwork, in which 
each participant contributes to the database 
and can simultaneously draw from it. 

Postscript 

Catalogers at Princeton University 
Libraries became independent contribu­
tors of Rabbinic Hebrew name authorities 
in December 1994. 
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Notes 

1 .  P U L  cataloge rs follow the ins t ruct ions 
detailed in PUL:s Cataloging Procedure 20, an 
adaptation of LC's Descriptive Catalogi ng Man­
ual 21 and 22, some of the main points of 
which are mentioned below. 

2 .  Cor responde n ce related to the latte r  
prompted LCRI 22.8A 1 ( 5  January 1 989} :  

I f  the name chosen for the heading is based 
on a form found in non-English sources (cf. 
[AACR2 r u les] 22 .38 ,  2 2 . 3C 1 )  and the 
n a m e  found in  these sou rces i ncludes 
"words or phrases denoting place of  origin, 
domicile , occupation ,  or other characteris­
tics that are commonly associated with the 
name," use in the heading  the forms for 
these words and phrases that are found in 
the sources used. 
source: Shemu'el Duber mi-Barisov 
heading: Shemu'el Duber, tcmi-Barisov 

not Shemu'el Duber, of Barisov 

3. Ohio State University was the first contribu­
tor. Chicago Un iversity contributes m odern 
Hebrew names. Chicago and Princeton are 
under review for Rabbinic Hebrew. UCLA is 
under review for Hebrew. A "NACO Hebraica 
Funnel Project" began in October 1 994, includ­
ing the following institutions: Brandeis Univer­
sity (coordinator) , Center for Jewish Studies, 
Gratz College, Jewish Theological Seminary, 
New York Public Library, Stanford University, 
University of Toronto, Yeshiva University, and 
VIVO. The contributions of the Funnel Project 
are revised by LC. 

4. Despite the fact that Hebraica Cataloging 
(Maher, 1987) gave this as an example of how 
to make a citation , LC H ebraica cataloge rs 
regard this option as obl ig ato ry. Other LC 
teams allow NACO catalogers to refer  to a 
name in an encyclopedia article as "under 
[entry]". 
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Library of Congress Classification for Judaica: 
Recent Changes (1 992-1 993) 

Ricky Dreyfuss 
Yeshiva University 

New York, NY 

Abstract: The column covers the additions and changes to 
the Library of Congress classification made from J uly 1 992 to 
March 1 993 in the classes of major importance to J udaica 
l ibraries. Recorded here are the usual cutter additions and 
changes to various topics under class BM (Judaism) and its 
tables, as wel l as classes BS (B ible) , DS (History) and PJ 
(Language and Literature). Other classes (i .e., B, BJ,  DD, F, 
HE, PN, RC) that had changes pertaining to J udaica during 
this period are also included. The article notes several cutter 
additions under class number DS 1 35 (History of Jews out­
side of Palestine, by region or country, A-Z) that reflect the 
recent demise of the Soviet Union and the former republ ics' 
becoming independent states. 

Of major  s ign if icance are the fo l l owing changes: ( 1 ) the 
breakdown for Jewish eth ical  ph i losophers (BJ 1 287) was 
revised, with more general instructions for classification. (2) 
Under class number BM 675 (Special  l i turgical works), the 
cutters for the three major groups of J udaic l iturgical books 
(i .e., S iddur, .D3 ;  Mahzor, .F45; Haggadah, .P4) were removed 
from BM 675 and placed in  their own new class numbers, 
which al lows for greater expansion. 

Introduction 

The scope of this column encompasses the entire LC classifica­
tion, with particular emphasis on the classes of major importance 
to Judaica libraries. Changes in LC classification as they pertain 
to Judaica, including additions, cancellations, or replacements of 
class numbers are reported. 

The additions and changes to LC classification in this column were 
culled from the following lists of LC Classification Additions and 
Changes: 247 (July-September 1992) ,  248 (October-December 
1992), and 249 (January-March 1993) .  

We welcome suggestions and comments from our readers. Future 
columns will be compiled by Ella Ruderman. Please write her at: 

Gottesman Library 
Yeshiva University 
500 West 185th St. 
New York, NY 10033 

B - Philosophy (General) 

B In List 247, the Library of Congress expanded class 
3318 number 83318 (Special topics pertaining to the German 
J83 philosopher Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, A-Z) with the 

addition of the cutter .J83 for Judaism. 
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