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Scatter of the Literature, 2008–2013*

Amit, Gish. “Salvage or Plunder? Israel’s ‘Collection’ of Private Palestinian Libraries in West 
Jerusalem.” Journal of Palestine Studies 40:4 (summer 2011): 6–23. http://dx.doi.org/10.1525/
jps.2011.XL.4.6.

The article is about the books, journals, and manuscripts left behind by Palestinians in 
West Jerusalem during the 1948 war. The principal repository of these books is the Na-
tional Library of Israel—at the time, the Jewish National and University Library, which 
was a department of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. According to the last official 
figures available, approximately 30,000 books were collected between May 1948 and 
late February 1949 and incorporated into the National Library collections. It is possible 
that a greater number was collected, but it has not been possible to obtain written docu-
mentation to this effect. It should be emphasized that the focus here is the books collected 
solely in West Jerusalem; the article does not address the fate of the tens of thousands of 
books abandoned elsewhere in the country.

Amit, Gish. “‘The Largest Jewish Library in the World’: The Books of Holocaust Victims and 
their Redistribution Following World War II.” Dapim: Studies on the Holocaust 27:2 (2013): 
107–128. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/23256249.2013.825469.

The article examines the fate of hundreds of thousands of Jewish-owned books that had 
been looted by the Nazis. By the end of World War II, these books were scattered all 
across Europe, and within a very short time, they became the focus of bitter conflicts be-
tween three official elements–the Jewish organizations in the United States, Britain, and 
Palestine, the American government, and the surviving Jewish communities in Europe. 
The Jewish possessions created a series of difficulties, diplomatic as well as economical 
and administrative. But as it soon turned out, first and foremost they created a political 
problem, deeply rooted in a battlefield over the Jewish past, the victims’ memory, and the 
link between the ruin of the European Jewry and the establishment of the State of Israel.

Asner, Haya ,and Tsviya Polani. “Electronic Theses at Ben-Gurion University: Israel as Part of 
the Worldwide ETD Movement.” Portal: Libraries and the Academy 8:2 (April 2008): 121–139. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1353/pla.2008.0021.

The article discusses the electronic thesis and dissertation (ETD) project at the Ben-Gu-
rion University of the Negev, Beʼer Sheva, Israel. It describes the status of the ETD 
movement in Israel as part of the worldwide spread of ETDs as reported in the literature. 
It also examines openness to ETDs by faculty and by publisher discipline. 

* Editor’s note: Wherever possible, annotations to these citations are based on those provided by indexing and
abstracting services.
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Baker, Zachary, and Michael G. Olson. “The Eliasaf Robinson Collection on Tel Aviv in the 
Stanford University Libraries.” Microform & Imaging Review 38:3 (summer 2009): 99–102. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1515/mfir.2009.011.

The article discusses the collection of Eliasaf Robinson, Israel’s most prominent anti-
quarian bookseller. The collection consists of approximately five hundred printed vol-
umes and 34.5 linear feet of archival materials.

Bar-Ilan, Judit, and Rina Azoulay. “Map of Nonprofit Organization Websites in Israel.” Journal 
of the American Society for Information Science & Technology 63:6 (June 2012: 1142–1167. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/asi.22638.

This study considers the structure and linking strategy of Hebrew websites of several 
nonprofit organizations. Since nonprofit organizations differ from commercial, educa-
tional, or governmental sectors, it is important to understand the ways they utilize the 
web. Fifty-four nonprofit organizations in Israel were surveyed, most of them having at 
least one hundred volunteers. The organizations belonged to four main groups: economic 
aid and citizen rights organizations, health aid organizations, organizations supporting 
families and individuals with special needs, and organizations for women and children. 

Bar-Ilan, Judit, Shifra Baruchson-Arbib, Sheizaf Rafaeli, Gilad Ravid, and Eti Yaari. “Informa-
tion Needs of Israelis on Citizen-Related Information: Results of a Survey.” Libri: Internation-
al Journal of Libraries & Information Services 61:4 (December 2011): 298–308. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1515/libr.2011.025.

This paper reports the results of an off-line survey of the information needs of members 
of the Israeli public about public and governmental services and entitlements. The ques-
tionnaire included questions on the information needs and major sources of information 
for fulfilling these needs. The respondents were mainly concerned about health, transpor-
tation, and education related issues, but work relations were also of primary concern. The 
preferred sources of information were family and friends, followed by the Internet. There 
was very low awareness to the Israeli Citizen Advice Bureau (SHIL), that maintains 
physical offices throughout the country, telephone hotlines and an extensive web site, and 
its aim is to provide citizen-related information.

Baratz, Lea, and Sara Zamir. “Examining Hebrew-Amharic Bilingual Children’s Literature 
in Israel: Language, Themes, and Power.” Bookbird 49:3 (July 2011): 18–24. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1353/bkb.2011.0048.

The article explores the emergence of an Israeli phenomenon of bilingual literature for 
children in 2011 focusing on Hebrew-Amharic children’s literature. Bilingual literature 
emphasizes a work of literature that is presented with a bilingual text. Bilingualism should 
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be recognized as an interdisciplinary area involving linguistics and various branches of 
behavioral sciences including anthropology, psychology, and sociology. 

Barromi Perlman, Edna. “The Role of an Archivist in Shaping Collective Memory on Kibbutz 
through Her Work on the Photographic Archive.” Journal of Visual Literacy 30:1 (2011): 1–18.

An archivist from a kibbutz in the north of Israel has been managing the kibbutz archive 
for close to a decade. The archivist at the kibbutz in question re-evaluates her kibbutz’s 
history while incorporating values of egalitarianism and feminism into the archive. 

Baum, Susan. “The Asher Library at Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies.” Illinois Library As-
sociation Reporter 26:1 (February 2008): 12–13. Accessed September 29, 2012. http://www.
ilovelibraries.org/articles/libraryshowcase/asher. 

Spertus has been an important educational and cultural resource since it opened in 1924 
as an educational center for Chicago’s Jewish community. That important foundation 
remains, but over the decades Spertus has expanded to serve broader goals, adding pro-
grammatic centers to serve an increasingly diverse population and a much wider geo-
graphic sweep. Today Spertus provides a dynamic learning environment made vibrant 
through a synergy of academic and cultural resources, proudly based in Chicago but 
reaching out to the world.

Beaumont, Elin. “In Their Own Words...” School Libraries in Canada 27:3 (2009): 27–28. Ac-
cessed September 29, 2013. http://clatoolbox.ca/casl/slicv27n3/273azrieli.html.

The Azrieli Foundation’s Elin Beaumont describes its Holocaust Survivor Memoirs Pro-
gram and how school libraries can help students access the stories. While many of the 
memoirs are suitable for readers fourteen and older, the series as a whole is intended for 
senior high school and adult readers.

Beno, David. “Internet Use in Israeli Universities: A Case Study.” IFLA Journal 35:4 (2009): 
313–321. http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0340035209352427.

Results of a survey conducted in 2005–2006 regarding the extent of use of digital re-
sources by students and researchers in five universities in Israel and the ratio of use be-
tween authorized electronic information resources provided by academic libraries, and 
the Surface Web. About eighty percent of respondents reported a high or very high fre-
quency of use of the Surface Web for seeking information for their study or research. In 
contrast, only about twenty-eight percent of the respondents reported high or very high 
use of academic e-journals, forty percent high or very high use of digital databases, and 
only about thirteen percent high or very high use of e-books. A situation in which aca-
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demics use the Surface Web two or three times more frequently than more authoritative 
digital information sources provided by their library indicates a severe problem related 
to the quality of information used, which may severely harm the quality and credibility 
of research based upon it. 

Blanke, Tobias, and Conny Kristel. “Integrating Holocaust Research.” International Journal 
of Humanities and Arts Computing 7 (October 2013): 41–57. http://dx.doi.org/10.3366/
ijhac.2013.0080.

This article presents ideas for an integrating activity for archival research on the Holo-
caust. The authors analyze how they can improve Holocaust-related collection descrip-
tions for research, which they will make available online, and how EHRI provides travel 
grants for transnational access to existing infrastructures in Holocaust research. Both 
approaches help them overcome that Holocaust-related material is geographically dis-
persed and address the challenges for historical research stemming from the way docu-
mentation on the Holocaust has been attempted up to now.

Borneman, Dea, and Kathy Gibson. “Digital Storytelling: Meeting Standards across the Curric-
ulum in a WWII/Holocaust Unit.” School Library Monthly 27:7 (April 2011): 16–17.

A cross-curricular digital storytelling activity in which students in grades 7–9 use digital, 
visual, and media literacy in World War II / Holocaust unit are outlined.

“The Chosen in Persia: Library Sponsors Day-Long Study of Iranian Jewry.” Library of Con-
gress Information Bulletin 67:12 (December 2008): 223–225. Accessed September 29, 2013. 
http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/0812/iran.html.

The Hebraic and Near East Sections of the African and Middle Eastern Division of the 
Library of Congress sponsored the second day of a two-day conference on Iranian Jewry. 
In addition to organizing a display of library resources, there were presentations from 
scholars on topics as varied as the Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic World, Jews in 
Medieval Persian cultures, and the image of Jews in Iranian cinema.

Cohen, Leah. “Ontario’s Small Jewish Communities.” Archivaria 72 (fall 2011): 261–264. 

The article reviews the virtual exhibition “Ontario’s Small Jewish Communities” at 
http://www.ontariojewisharchives.org/exhibits/osjc.
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Cramer, Theresa. “Preserving a Bit of Holocaust History.” EContent 34:1 (January/February 
2011): 11–12. Accessed September 29, 2013. http://www.econtentmag.com/Articles/News/
News-Feature/Preserving-a-Bit-of-Holocaust-History-73652.htm.

The article describes and discusses the Holocaust collection at McMaster University. 
The collection spans more than a decade—1933 to 1945—and consists of nearly 2,000 
letters in several different languages from or to prisoners in Dachau, Buchenwald, and 
Auschwitz, as well as in Gestapo prisons and POW camps. In many instances there are 
series of letters written by the same prisoner. There is also a diary of the Nazi evacuation 
from Ravensbrück, as well as a hand-fashioned recipe book, which prisoners exchanged 
among themselves. The collection also includes books, posters, magazines, newspapers, 
and air-drop leaflets.

Dubson, Vadim. “Toward a Central Database of Evacuated Soviet Jews’ Names, for the Study of 
the Holocaust in the Occupied Soviet Territories.” Holocaust and Genocide Studies 26:1 (April 
2012): 95–119. http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/hgs/dcs013.

Previously unknown data from central Russian archives show that Soviet, post-Soviet, 
and Western historians have substantially overestimated the number of Soviet citizens 
evacuated in 1941 and 1942. This research note advocates a central database of evacuat-
ed Soviet Jews’ names, including social and demographic information on each. The au-
thor suggests as its basis name lists and card catalogs from central and regional archives 
in Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, and other republics of the former USSR, as well as from 
the Tracing and Information Center of the Russian Red Cross. The database would afford 
more precise information on the numbers of refugees from, and victims of, the Holocaust 
in the occupied Soviet territories, improve possibilities for the sociological and demo-
graphic study of both groups, and help ascertain heretofore unknown names of Soviet 
Jews martyred by the Nazis and their allies. The database would serve such pragmatic 
purposes as genealogical research and compensation cases of the Claims Conference.

Fischer, Audrey. “Celebrating Jewish Contributions: Rep. Wasserman Schultz Visits Library.” 
Library of Congress Information Bulletin 69:6 (June 2010): 134–135. Accessed September 29, 
2013. http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/1006/jewishamerican.html.

Florida congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz visited the Library of Congress in 
May to deliver the keynote address for Jewish American Heritage Month (JAHM). The 
article discusses the JAHM Coalition, founded in 2007, which helps to foster harmony 
between communities and to raise awareness in the non-Jewish community of the signif-
icant contributions Jews have made in all aspects of American life.
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Ficher, Audrey. “Headline Haggadot.” Library of Congress Information Bulletin 70:4 (April 
2011): 364–366. Accessed September 29, 2013. http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/1104/haggadot.
html.

The article reports that the Library of Congress holds the digital facsimiles of the Wash-
ington Haggadah and the Szyk Haggadah, which are illustrated renditions of the Jewish 
classic text recited at the Passover meal or seder. The text recounts the liberation of the 
Israelites from slavery in Egypt. The former was created by Joel ben Simeon in 1478 and 
the latter by Polish-Jewish artist Arthur Szyk. Discussed are the haggadot’s histories and 
the backgrounds and other works of their authors.

Getz, Irith, and Gabriella Weissman. “An Information Needs Profile of Israeli Older Adults, 
Regarding the Law and Services.” Journal of Librarianship & Information Science 42:2 (June 
2010): 136–146. http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0961000610361422.

Based on Nicholas’s framework for assessing information needs, this research aims to 
construct a profile of both Israeli older adults and their information needs regarding laws 
and social services. Data were collected by questionnaires answered by 200 older adults 
born in Europe, Asia, and Africa, who attended social clubs for older adults. The results 
indicated that older adults primarily require information for dealing with changes in their 
lives. They do not know enough about the laws and services existing for their benefit. Sig-
nificant correlations were found between the age, educational level, self-reported health 
status, and the subjects in which they are interested, the function that the information 
served and the information delivery type. It is likely that we are witnessing the first signs 
of the influences of the baby boom generation on older adults’ information needs profile.

Gordon, Avishag. “The Invisibility of Science Publications in Hebrew: A Comparative Database 
Study.” Journal of the American Society for Information Science & Technology 63:3 (March 
2012): 607–615. http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/asi.21704.

Since the end of World War II, the English language has become the lingua franca of 
science publications worldwide. Science publications written in other languages do not 
gain the same exposure to the international scientific community as does the material in 
English. In this sense, non-English articles constitute an “invisible science” for the rest of 
the scientific world. This study compares publications indexed in the academic-oriented 
Hebrew Index of Periodicals (IHP) database with those in the Science Citation Index Ex-
panded (SCIE) in order to document the amount of scientific material published in Israel, 
where Hebrew is the native language. Except for abstracts, which are sometimes given 
in English, as well as Hebrew, and therefore provide some idea of a paper’s content, 
most of this research remains hidden from the international scientific community. The 
SCIE and IHP databases for our examination cover the three grand disciplines: the exact 
and life sciences, the social sciences, and the humanities. Additionally, the study probes 
the coverage of medical publications in the two databases. The difference between old 
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and emerging disciplines in the use of a language other than Hebrew is observed and 
non-English citation patterns for various disciplines are examined. The results confirm 
the dominance of English as the lingua franca of science and point to the large number of 
scientific studies in Hebrew that lack international exposure. 

Hacohen-Kerner, Yaakov, Ariel Kass, and Ariel Peretz. “HAADS: A Hebrew Aramaic Abbre-
viation Disambiguation System.” Journal of the American Society for Information Science and 
Technology 61:9 (September 2010): 1923–1932. http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/asi.21367.

In many languages abbreviations are very common and are widely used in both written 
and spoken language. However, they are not always explicitly defined and in many cases 
they are ambiguous. This research presents a process that attempts to solve the prob-
lem of abbreviation ambiguity using modern machine learning (ML) techniques. Various 
baseline features are explored, including context-related methods and statistical meth-
ods. The application domain is Jewish Law documents written in Hebrew and Aramaic, 
which are known to be rich in ambiguous abbreviations. Two research approaches were 
implemented and tested: general and individual. Our system applied four common ML 
methods to find a successful integration of the various baseline features. The best result 
was achieved by the SVM ML method in the individual research, with 98.07 percent 
accuracy.

“A Haven for Eager Readers.” Unabashed Librarian 164 (2012): 30–31. 

The article offers information on Queens Library at Hillcrest in New York City. The li-
brary was opened to the public in 1980. Community Library Manager Francesca Bishop 
cites the increasing presence of teenagers in the library, which has many older customers. 
She adds that Queens Library is changing its collection to accommodate the varying 
needs of its customers, which include Chinese-speaking people. The collection also in-
cludes materials about Jewish culture and history.

Horowitz, Elliott. “‘A Jew of the Old Type’: Neubauer as Cataloguer, Critic, and Necrologist.” 
Jewish Quarterly Review 100:4 (2010): 649–656.

The article provides a biographical portrait of Adolf Neubauer, who worked at Oxford’s 
Bodleian Library from 1868 to 1900. Initially, Neubauer was a sublibrarian who prepared 
Oxford’s first catalogue of Hebrew manuscripts and he was later appointed Reader in 
Rabbinic Hebrew.
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Jaeger, John. “Holocaust Resources on the Web: Finding Some of the Best Sites.” College & 
Research Libraries News 71:2 (February 2010): 80–87. Accessed September 29, 2013. http://
crln.acrl.org/content/71/2/80.full.

The Holocaust was one of the most significant events of the twentieth century, and it 
had impact on many different areas, including politics, psychology, sociology, ethics, 
philosophy, and religion. As such, it is not surprising to find that there is a great deal of 
Holocaust coverage on the Internet. Yet there is a kind of unevenness to the Holocaust 
sites, with some focused on personal and individual experiences and others of broader 
scope. This article draws attention to some of the best sites available. It also aims to cover 
some of the sites addressing related areas impacted by the Holocaust.

Jane, Daniel. “So (Don’t) Sue Me.” Publishers Weekly 255:19 (May 12, 2008): 58. 

In 1998, Misha Defonseca, the recently confessed author of a hoax, Misha: A Mémoire 
of the Holocaust Years, filed suit against Mt. Ivy Press after it failed to make the book 
a success in the United States. Defonseca’s ghostwriter also sued the publisher, on the 
grounds that her name had not appeared on the cover of the book. In 2001, a court in 
Massachusetts held that Mt. Ivy Press had fraudulently asserted that it was an expert in 
marketing books and awarded $33 million in damages to Defonseca and her ghostwriter 
for “unfair and deceptive business practices.” Jane Daniel, the owner of Mt. Ivy Press, is 
currently in court attempting to overturn the judgment. She discusses the implications of 
the court’s ruling for the publishing industry. 

Jefferson, Rebecca, Laurie Taylor, and Lourdes Santamaria-Wheeler. “Digital Dreams: The Po-
tential in a Pile of Old Jewish Newspapers.” Journal of Electronic Resources Librarianship 24:3 
(2012): 177–188. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1941126X.2012.706109.

To celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica at the 
University of Florida, the Price Library launched the first stage of a project to digitize an 
important, special collection of anniversary editions of Jewish newspapers from around 
the world. This article provides the history of the collection, need for this project, steps 
involved in digitization and digital collection building, and future events based on the 
feedback to the initial project, which will include outreach, subsequent individual and 
collaborative digital collection development projects, online exhibits, and more.

“JPL to be First Public Library to Adopt RDA/FRBR.” Advanced Technology Libraries 41:2 
(February 2012): 7. 

The article reports that the Jewish Public Library/Bibliothèque Publique Juive (JPL) 
of Montreal, Quebec will become the first library to adopt Resource Definition Access 
(RDA)/Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records (FRBR) standard by im-
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plementing FRBR/RDA capabilities of its Virtua integrated library system provided by 
VTLS. JPL implemented the Chamo Social Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC) when 
it joined VTLS in 1994. Information on Virtua is offered.

King, Heather. “I Only Wanted to Talk About My Book.” Publishers Weekly 255:5 (February 4, 
2008): 62. 

The writer describes her recent experience of speaking at a Jewish literary salon in the 
wake of publishing a book about her conversion to Catholicism. She explains that a heat-
ed discussion erupted after she read out a portion of her book and that she consequently 
decided never to attend another literary salon. She describes how she changed her mind 
after receiving a supportive e-mail from a woman who took part in the event.

Kupfer, David C. “The Merchant of Venice: Schools, Libraries, and Censors.” Library Philos-
ophy and Practice (2009): 234. Accessed September 29, 2013. http://www.webpages.uidaho.
edu/~mbolin/kupfer2.pdf.

For nearly a century, teaching Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice in schools has 
been questioned, because of perceived religious prejudice. Defenders of Shakespeare are 
encouraged to fight censorship with a constitutional right to read. Definers of literature 
are left out when a defense of the play is required. Both potential censor and concerned 
parent could better observe reasons to protect the play through explanations of its merits 
presented alongside legal discourse. The school librarian will defend controversial clas-
sics more effectively if legal and literary judgments are used together to answer the wrath 
of the censors.

Lev-on, Azi, and Rivka Neriya-Ben Shahar. “A Forum of Their Own: Views about the Internet 
among Ultra-Orthodox Jewish Women Who Browse Designated Closed Fora.” First Monday 
16:4 (April 4 2011). Accessed September 29, 2013. http://firstmonday.org/ojs/index.php/fm/ar-
ticle/view/3228/2859.

The paper studies attitudes towards and perceptions of the Internet by ultra-Orthodox 
women who are members of closed online forums. The forums constitute a unique en-
vironment for ultra-Orthodox women, where they can talk amongst themselves anon-
ymously on issues that may be illegitimate in their community. Findings show that the 
ultra-Orthodox women who browse closed designated forums view the Internet as con-
structive and empowering, but also as a challenge to the ultra-Orthodox lifestyle. They 
acknowledge that the rabbis allow using the Internet only for work–related purposes 
from the workplace and not from home, and yet they formed online relationships, espe-
cially with other ultra-Orthodox women. The findings demonstrate a sense of ambiva-
lence among the ultra-Orthodox women about the Internet. As independent women living 
in communities with strict supervision and enforcement patterns, they want to continue 
and be a part of the ultra-Orthodox community, and yet maintain a site, i.e., a forum, of 
their own.
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Manfra, Meghan McGlinn, and Jeremy D. Stoddard. “Powerful and Authentic Digital Media 
and Strategies for Teaching about Genocide and the Holocaust.” Social Studies 99:6 (2008): 
260–264. http://dx.doi.org/10.3200/TSSS.99.6.260-264.

The continued prominence of genocide and Holocaust education, along with the move-
ment toward the affective in social studies curricula, the advent of the Internet, and con-
tinued scholarship in the field, has led to the availability of a staggering array of digital 
resources for teachers. These resources have the potential to enhance genocide and Ho-
locaust education by providing robust content resources and interactive opportunities for 
students to develop new skills and understanding. In this article, the authors identify new 
digital media resources and strategies that engage students in authentic learning expe-
riences about genocide and the Holocaust. Using F. W. Newmann and G. G. Wehlage’s 
framework for “authentic instruction,” the authors identify digital media that engage stu-
dents in moral and ethical valuing, emphasize historical inquiry, and are relevant to the 
world outside of school.

Marks-Woldman, Olivia. “Holocaust Memorial Day—Learning Lessons from the Past.” CILIP 
Update 11:11 (November 2012): 38–39.

The article presents information about the British Holocaust Memorial Day, scheduled 
for January 27, 2013 and focusing on initiatives from the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust 
charity. According to the article, many of the activities organized in 2012 occurred at 
libraries. Topics include the “build a bridge” theme of the 2013 event and informational 
and promotional resources that are available for librarians online.

Maryles, Daisy. “Books for Jewish Children Nurture Joy in the Faith.” Publishers Weekly 258:33 
(August 15, 2011): 28. 

The article explores the state of the market for books for Jewish children in the United 
States in 2011. It discusses the distribution of free Judaic books to families in the United 
States and Canada by the PJ Library Program. It also assesses the effect of developments 
such as online social networking and electronic-books on the market. The tradition of 
some publishers such as Holiday House to publish books on Judaism is noted.

Maschiach, Celina. “Face to Face: Self and Other in Israeli Children’s Literature.” Bookbird 48:1 
(January 2010): 23–29. http://dx.doi.org/10.1353/bkb.0.0222.

The author reflects on key works of Israeli literature for children and how new bilingual 
collaborations help promote dialogue through the recognition of “self” and “other”, mir-
rored in each other’s languages.
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Melamed, Efim. “The Fate of the Archives of the Kiev Institute of Jewish Proletarian Culture: 
Puzzles and Discoveries.” East European Jewish Affairs 42:2 (2012): 99–110. http://dx.doi.org/
10.1080/13501674.2012.699206.

The Institut Evreiskoi Proletarskoi Kul’tury (IEPK; Kiev Institute of Jewish Culture), 
based at the All-Ukrainian Academy of Sciences (UAS), was one of two such organisa-
tions in the interwar period. This article discusses the fate of its archive, a rich source 
that included material from Leningrad and elsewhere, in the wake of two interventions: 
firstly, its sudden closure in 1936 by the Soviet authorities and, secondly, the Nazi occu-
pation of Kiev in World War II. As a consequence, the archive was scattered to the winds, 
ending up in two continents.

Montgomery, Bruce P. “Rescue or Return: The Fate of the Iraqi Jewish Archive.” Interna-
tional Journal of Cultural Property 20:2 (May 2013): 175–200. http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/
S0940739113000040.

Shortly following the 2003 invasion of Iraq, an American mobile exploitation team was 
diverted from its mission in hunting for weapons for mass destruction to search for an 
ancient Talmud in the basement of Saddam Hussein’s mukhabarat (secret police) head-
quarters in Baghdad. Instead of finding the ancient holy book, the soldiers rescued from 
the basement flooded with several feet of fetid water an invaluable archive of disparate 
individual and communal documents and books relating to one of the most ancient Jew-
ish communities in the world. The seizure of Jewish cultural materials by the mukhabarat 
recalled similar looting by the Nazis during World War II. The materials were spirited out 
of Iraq to the United States with a vague assurance of their return after being restored. 
Several years after their arrival in the United States for preservation, the Iraqi Jewish Ar-
chive has become contested cultural property between Jewish groups and the Iraqi Jew-
ish diaspora on the one hand and Iraqi cultural officials on the other. This article argues 
that the archive comprises the cultural property and heritage of the Iraqi Jewish diaspora.

Moody, Laura L. “George and Ira Gershwin Collection.” Music Reference Services Quarterly 
13:3/4 (July–December 2010): 116–121. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10588167.2010.528723.

The article discusses the legendary Gershwin brothers, who are responsible for many 
successful Broadway musicals, and the Gershwin collection which is held by the Library 
of Congress.

Nelson, Sara. “Not Again!” Publishers Weekly 256:1 (January 5, 2009): 5.

The most disturbing thing about the publication of the hoax Holocaust story Angel is the 
potential damage it does to the publishing industry. The book, authored by Buchenwald 
survivor Herman Rosenblat and championed by talk show host Oprah Winfrey, has been 
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dumped by Berkley after a flurry of controversy. The fact that the staff at the company 
failed at any time to question the truth of the tale is particularly unfortunate in the wake 
of similar scandals in recent years that have shaken the reading public’s faith in the indus-
try’s capacity as a guarantor of authenticity. At a time when the traditional house model 
is being challenged from all quarters by digital forces, the economy, and self-publishing, 
this is unforgivable. Surely it would have been simple enough to declare the story as 
“based on a true story,” as in the case of the children’s book of the same account.

Ossenkop, David. “Dartmouth Jewish Sound Archive.” Choice: Current Reviews for Academic 
Libraries 50:2 (October 2012): 244–245. 

The article reviews the website Dartmouth Jewish Sound Archive, available at http://
djsa.dartmouth.edu, which hosts a digital archive of Jewish sound and music recordings 
from Dartmouth College.

“Papercut Bar Mitzvah Book Donated to the Library.” Library of Congress Information Bulletin 
70:6 (June 2011): 421. Accessed September 29, 2013. http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/1106/book.
html.

The article features the “The Ram Granot Bar Mitzvah Book” by Israeli papercut artist 
Archie Granot, donated to the Library of Congress.

Perlshtein, Talia. “The Dance Library of Israel: Thirty-Five Years Serving the Field.” Dance 
Chronicle 33:3 (2010): 442–452. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01472526.2010.517497.

The article provides a description and history of the only dance library in the State of 
Israel. The library collections cover all fields of dance and movement in Israel and the 
world and contains approximately 5,000 books in different languages (English, Hebrew, 
French, Russian, Spanish, Italian, German, Swedish, Danish, Japanese, Chinese, Kore-
an, Portuguese, and Hungarian); 3,000 dance creations on video; journals in different 
languages dating back to 1926; archives documenting dance and dancers in Israel; in-
ternational archives that cover dance activities all over the world; and historic costumes, 
accessories, pictures, albums, and documentations of some of the most famous dancers 
and dance personalities of the twentieth century.

Prebor, Gila, and Nachum Zitter. “Classification and Indexing in Yeshiva Libraries: Analysis 
of the Systems, Their Sources and Development.” Cataloging & Classification Quarterly 50:8 
(2012): 830–851. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01639374.2012.712632.

This article investigates the forms of classification and indexing found in yeshivah li-
braries in the State of Israel. The research goal was to analyze classification and indexing 
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systems in these libraries, examine how they evolve, and to compare the yeshiva clas-
sification systems used in practice to Jewish studies classification in other classification 
systems. This study discusses classification systems and the cognitive, philosophical, and 
administrative processes that lie behind them. 

Rabina, Debbie L. “Israel’s Legal Deposit Law in Global Context.” Government Information 
Quarterly 26:1 (January 2009): 174–179. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.giq.2008.01.005.

Nearly half a century after it first came into effect, Israel’s legal deposit law has been 
amended to make its provisions in accordance with and appropriate for the digital age. 
Other considerations guiding legislators were the necessity to adjust the law in response 
to laws (particularly Basic Laws) passed since the original deposit law was enacted. This 
paper traces the legislative history of the law through primary documents and compares 
it to similar laws passed in other countries over the past decade. It concludes that while 
the deposit of electronic materials was the primary justification for the new legislation, 
the legislators failed to craft the language of the new Books Act to reflect this goal. While 
some elements of the new law are a vast improvement over the older legislation, the 
Books Act is not suitable for meeting the challenges of preservation and documentation 
of cultural heritage in electronic formats. 

Ratkin, Annette, and Leona Fleischer. “History of the Library of the Jewish Federation of Nash-
ville and Middle TN Library.” Tennessee Libraries 59:4 (2009). Accessed September 29, 2013. 
http://tnla.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=330.

A history of the Judaica library from its modest beginning as a 200-volume synagogue 
collection to a resource that utilizes three locations (the Temple, the Jewish Community 
Center, and the West End Synagogue), all maintained by a single librarian.

“Religious Manuscript Now Online in High Definition.” CILIP Update (November 2011): 8. 

The article reports that a digital version of Maimonides’s Mishnah Torah has been made 
available online by the Bodleian Libraries.

Robson, Karen. “The Anglo-Jewish Community and Its Archives.” Jewish Culture and History 
12:1/2 (2010): 337–344. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1462169X.2010.10512159.

The article discusses the various archives and libraries that collectively house archival 
materials about the Jewish communities of the United Kingdom. 
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Schulman, Martha. “Inside Out.” Publishers Weekly 259:12 (March 19, 2012): 28.

The article discusses Anouk Markovits, author of the novel I Am Forbidden and a former 
member of the Satmar Hasidic community. The article examines the plot of the book, 
which traces a Jewish family between 1939 and 2012, and looks at how Markovits uses 
characters to examine issues in religious fundamentalist communities. The article also 
looks at the importance of literature to Markovits and her decision to write.

Shapiro, Paul A. “Vapniarka: The Archive of the International Tracing Service and the Holocaust 
in the East.” Holocaust and Genocide Studies 27:1 (spring 2013): 114–137.

Most scholars familiar with the vast holdings that constitute the International Tracing 
Service (ITS) archives have assumed that these were helpful primarily for the study of the 
Holocaust and its aftermath in Western and Central Europe. The author of the following 
study shows that these holdings offer substantial resources for students of Eastern Europe 
as well. In the first part the author explains why this is so, and in the second part moves 
on to a case study of a camp that the Romanian occupation maintained at Vapniarka in 
Transnistria. This case study draws upon other archival sources as well, demonstrating 
how ITS holdings complement other research resources, adding new dimensions to our 
understanding of the Holocaust in the East.

Shoham, Snunith, and Zehava Shemer-Shalman. “Web Sites and Digital Services in Israeli 
School Libraries: How is a Digital Environment Changing How School Libraries Work?” School 
Libraries Worldwide 14:1 (January 2008): 86–98. 

The Internet Age can lead to three possible scenarios for school libraries: status quo, 
change, or obsolescence. This study examines the ramifications of school library web-
sites for the work done by Israeli school libraries and the services they provide. It is based 
on an analysis of the Internet sites of seventy-eight school libraries in Israel, in-depth 
interviews with nine librarians in Israel, questionnaires completed by twenty-two librari-
ans in the United States and other countries, and a review of literature on the subject. The 
findings of the study suggest that school libraries in Israel are in the status quo phase; 
however, there is a slight move toward the change scenario in which the library will con-
tinue to exist but will offer a different mix of services. 

Shweka, Roni, Yaacov Choueka, Lior Wolf, and Nachum Dershowitz. “Automatic Extraction of 
Catalog Data from Digital Images of Historical Manuscripts.” Literary and Linguistic Comput-
ing 28:2 (2013): 315–330. http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqt007.

The fragments of the Cairo Genizah are spread out in more than seventy libraries and 
private collections worldwide, and there is an ongoing effort to document and catalog 
all extant fragments. This article explores three levels of extraction of catalog data from 
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digital images of the fragments. First, images should be captured in a way that permits 
standardized automatic processing. Second, the images can be processed to detect ele-
ments such as image foreground, regions of written text, and lines of the text, thereby 
allowing for the automatic assignment of conventional catalog measurements. Third, 
modern computer-vision tools and statistical inference techniques may be used to identi-
fy fragments that might originate from the same original codex. Such matched fragments, 
commonly referred to as “joins”, were heretofore identified manually by experts, and 
presumably only a small fraction of existing joins have been discovered to date. The au-
thors present what might be the first effort to address all three levels successfully within 
a large-scale project, detailing the various design choices and describing the techniques 
and algorithms used for the Cairo Genizah digitization project.

Silverman, Lisa. “Resistance and Rescuers: Holocaust Books for Kids.” Jewish Journal (April 
3, 2013). Accessed September 29, 2013. http://www.jewishjournal.com/yom_hashoah/article/
resistance_and_rescuers_holocaust_books_for_kids.

The article presents a Judaica librarian’s review of the best picture books and illustrated 
books for older readers that deal with the Holocaust, including recent winners of AJL’s 
Sydney Taylor Award.

Simpson, Toby, and Rob Green. “Stories of Rescue, Stories of Help.” CILIP Update 11:11 (No-
vember 2012): 39–40.

The article discusses the Wiener Library for the Study of the Holocaust and Genocide in 
London, England, focusing on the comments of the library’s learning engagement man-
ager Toby Simpson on how materials archived at the library can be used by librarians 
preparing for the 2013 Holocaust Memorial Day. Exhibits at the library concerning the 
escape of Jews to Albania during World War II, propaganda aimed at children in Nazi 
Germany, and the 1936 Olympic Games sporting competition are mentioned.

Spidal, Debra F. “Treatment of Holocaust Denial Literature in Association of Research Librar-
ies.” Journal of Academic Librarianship 38:1 (January 2012): 26–32. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.
acalib.2011.11.005.

Holocaust denial literature has been treated inconsistently in library collections. At one 
time Holocaust denial literature was classed and subject headings assigned with Holo-
caust literature. After specific Library of Congress classification numbers and subject 
headings for Holocaust denial and Holocaust denial literature became available in the 
1990s, works of Holocaust denial and Holocaust denial literature became split in library 
collections, both in online catalogs and on the shelves. A review of the classification 
and subject treatment for five well-known works of Holocaust denial was conducted in 
the Association of Research Libraries (ARL) member catalogs. Collocation of material 
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on the shelves is a popular discovery tool of library users. Works classed together are 
assumed to be about the same topic. When works of Holocaust denial are classed with 
works about the Jewish Holocaust, it may inadvertently lend them credibility. Librarians 
have an ethical duty to reclassify works that have been misidentified in their collections. 
Most libraries do not collect heavily in this subject area and it would not create an undue 
burden to reclassify and remark these titles. It would provide a valuable service to the 
library user.

Staino, Rocco. “Recognizing Ezra Jack Keats.” American Libraries 42: 9/10 (September 2011): 
24. 

The article presents information on the exhibition “The Snowy Day and the Art of Ezra 
Jack Keats,” at the Jewish Museum in New York City through January 29, 2012, which 
features the work of Ezra Jack Keats, author and illustrator of the book The Snowy Day. 

Taler, Izabella. “The Jewish Studies Book Awards: A Collection Development Strategy for 
Non-Sectarian Academic Libraries.” Collection Building 30:1 (2011): 11–38. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1108/01604951111104998.

This paper aims to provide an alternative method of building quality collections for Jew-
ish Studies collection development professionals in small and medium-sized academic 
libraries with highly restricted budgets. Awarded books cover a vast variety of subjects 
of interest to Jewish Studies collections. Since many of the books are also published by 
academic presses, the use of identified Jewish Studies book award sources should be con-
sidered by bibliographers responsible for building Jewish Studies collections in non-sec-
tarian college libraries with very limited budgetary resources. The comprehensive list of 
awards, nominated and winning titles, as well as the subject analysis presented herein, is 
the first of its kind. This can be used by Jewish Studies bibliographers to build and im-
prove their collections and can also serve as a model for building other interdisciplinary 
subject collections.

Travis, Madelyn. “A Bit of a Snake Pit: The Middle East Conflict in British Children’s Books.” 
Horn Book Magazine 85:5 (September/October 2009): 515–522.

The article discusses challenges of presenting the Arab-Israeli conflict honestly in chil-
dren’s literature. The author notes that quality of writing is obscured by debate over 
whether the author presented the proper point of view. Two books, A Little Piece of 
Ground by Elizabeth Laird, told from the point of view of a Palestinian child, and Broken 
Bridge by Lynne Reid Banks, told from an Israeli point of view, are discussed. Laird is 
quoted saying the two books should be taught side by side.

182

http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/01604951111104998
http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/01604951111104998


Veltri, Giuseppe, and Guido Bartolucci. “The Last Will and Testament of Simone Luzzatto 
(1583?–1663) and the Only Known Manuscript of the Discorso (1638): Newly Discovered Man-
uscripts from the State Archive of Venice and the Marciana Library, Venice.” European Journal 
of Jewish Studies 5:1 (2011): 125–146. http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/187247111X579313.

The State Archive of Venice and the Marciana Library (Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana) 
are a veritable treasure house for documenting Jewish life in Venice in past centuries. As 
result of a recent research visit by Gianfranco Miletto to the former state of the Sereni-
ssima, the last will and testament of the famous rabbi and philosopher Shemuel David 
Luzzatto (Shadal) came to light. In addition to this, Guido Bartolucci discovered the 
perhaps only extant manuscript of the Discorso in the Biblioteca Marciana. It sheds new 
light on the question of the composition and use of this apologetic piece of writing by the 
rabbi of Venice. This research note publishes only the documents, enumerating at first 
the exceptional data contained in both of them, contributing to a better understanding 
of the biography of Luzzatto. A later publication, English translation and future studies 
of all the extant documents on Luzzatto’s family will evaluate these texts in a broader 
biographical context.

Weinberg, Bella Hass. “Citation, Obliteration, and Plagiarism, as Discussed in Ancient Jewish 
Source.” Journal of the American Society for Information Science and Technology 61:11 (No-
vember 2010): 2337–2364. http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/asi.21392.

The preface to a sixteenth century Hebrew book entitled Deveḳ ṭov, a supercommentary 
on the Pentateuch, includes an apology by the author for not citing all his sources. In his 
defense, he cites a passage in the Jerusalem Talmud that discusses the obliteration phe-
nomenon. Following the trail of Jewish sayings on the importance of citation leads to a 
discussion of stealing ideas, i.e., plagiarism. Details of the search process, cataloging is-
sues, incomplete indexes, and descriptions of complex locator systems found in Hebrew 
texts, concordances, and full-text databases are included. This detective work led to the 
discovery that Deveḳ ṭov was itself obliterated by incorporation into a later commentary 
on the Pentateuch. 
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