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Hebraic Authorities: A Historical-Theoretical Perspective* 

Bella Hass Weinberg 

Abstract: The standardization of He­
brew names in cataloging and bibliog­
raphy has its roots in the Anglo-American 
tradition of Romanized author main 
entry. Cross-references from Hebrew 
names to their Roman equivalents are 
found in some British Hebraica cata­
logs published in the 19th century. In 
the Hebrew bibliographic tradition, in 
contrast, title main entry predominated 
and, given the nondistinctiveness of 
Jewish names, author access was 
rarely provided. Israeli librarians 
adopted the Western tradition of 
author main entry while retaining their 
commitment to original-alphabet cata­
loging; their Hebraic authority work 
consisted primarily of standardization 
of Hebrew orthography. 

The Hebraic capability of the Research 
Libraries Information Network (RUN) 
made A merican Judaica librarians 
aware of the advantages of Hebrew 
name access; they had formerly been 
accustomed to Hebrew title access 
only. Many libraries are inputting paral­
lel Hebrew access points to RUN, with 
varying degrees of authority control. 

The USMARC Format for Authority 
Data has been revised to allow for par­
allel non-Roman data; the fields de­
fined for non-Roman data have not 
been implemented, however, because 
the Library of Congress cannot handle 
non-Roman scripts in its processing 
system. Hebraic authority control is 
therefore done locally, in manual mode 
or with database management soft­
ware. 

*Documented version of a paper pre­
sented at the 28th Association of Jewish 
Libraries Convention, New York, June 22, 
1993, at a session entitled "Shtaynberg or 
Steinberg: Authorities, NACO, and 
Hebrew Names." 

St. John's University and YIVO 
New York City 

The Yiddish Authority File of the VIVO 
Library follows the Canadian model of 
separate but linked authority records 
for each language and script in which 
a heading is established. This struc­
ture is felt to be preferable to the com­
p lex USMARC format for a single 
authority record for a heading in multi­
ple scripts, in which non-Roman head­
in gs have subordinate rather than 
equivalent status to Roman headings. 

Historical Perspective 

The subject of Hebraic authorities has fig­
ured previously at Association of Jewish 
Libraries (AJL) conventions, and in publi­
cations of Judaica librarians. It is worth 
noting the prior contexts to place the topic 
in historical perspective. 

One aspect of this topic is the authorized 
form of Romanized name headings for 
Hebraic authors. The effect of the publica­
tion of the Anglo-American Cataloging 
Rules (AACR1, 1967) on such headings 
was discussed at one of AJL's earliest 
conventions, and the effect of the second 
edition was discussed at a program on 
"AACR2 and Judaica Cataloging," held at 
the AJL Convention in Cincinnati in 1979, 
with summaries published in the AJL Pro­
ceedings (Weinberg, 1981). The title 
proper of this session, "Shtaynberg or 
Steinberg," relates to this aspect. Barry 
Walfish's (1983) article on Hebraic au­
thorities essentially dealt with preferred 
name headings according to AACR2. 

A second aspect of this topic is authorita­
tive sources for Hebraic name headings, 
that is, the reference works or databases 
that are to be consulted in establishing 
such headings. The AJL R&S (Research 
and Special Libraries Division) Cataloging 
Committee succeeded in effecting a 
change in the AACR2 rule that differenti­
ated between Israeli and Diaspora 
authors in terms of the acceptability of the 
Romanized form in the work. When the 

Library of Congress Rule Interpretation 
(LCRI) appeared in Cataloging Service 
Bulletin, however, there was a strange 
pecking order of authorities: (1) general 
encyclopedias, (2) the form in the work, 
(3) Encyclopaedia Judaica. It was not 
clear why the two types of encyclopedias 
were not juxtaposed. This led to discus­
sion at an AJL Cataloging Workshop in 
the mid-1980s, and the response from LC 
was published in Judaica Librarianship 
(Berger & Wachs, 1985). 

These are two interrelated aspects of au­
thority work: searching authoritative refer­
ence works in order to establish name 
headings in accordance with AACR2 and 
Library of Congress Rule Interpretations. 
It is important to keep i"n mind that the 
options that LC selects from AACR2 are 
more important than the official prefer­
ence of the code. AACR-2's basic rule for 
non-Roman personal name headings for 
modern authors, which is carried over to 
AACR2R (1988), is that such names are 
all to be Romanized systematically. Con­
sultation of reference works is an option 
that LC has selected, and the specific ref­
erence works are recorded in the LCRI. 

The third aspect of Hebraic authorities, 
and the one which is the focus of this 
paper, is the structure of authority records 
for non-Roman headings. 

Gail Persky's paper on the planned non­
R om an capabilities of the Research 
Libraries Information Network (RUN), 
given at the 1982 AJL Convention, pre­
sented a vision of a vernacular database 
and linked non-Roman authority records. 
That vision has not quite come to pass. 
We have a Hebraic script capability in 
RUN, but its use is optional; Romaniza­
tion is required, however. RUN, like 
OCLC (Online Computer Library Center), 
has mounted the Library of Congress 
Name Authority File. (Some RUN and 
OCLC users contribute to the file.) That 
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file contains no non-Roman characters, 
and it is not linked to the bibliographic 
records in either utility. In the cataloging 
network environment, we have a central 
machine-readable authority file, but no 
authority control. A change to a name 
authority record does not automatically 
generate a change in the bibliographic 
database. WLN (Washington Library Net­
work; later Western Library Network) is an 
exception to this (Culp, 1982) as is the 
Canadian network Utlas, but these are 
not used by major Judaica libraries. 

In 1986, AJL convened in Montreal. Asked 
to suggest a theme for the cataloging ses­
sion, I proposed "Bilingual and Multi-script 
Cataloging and Authority Control" 
because I was aware of Canadian activity . 
in related areas. The session included 
speakers from the National Library of 
Canada and respondents from the Re­
search Libraries Group. 

In June 1989, a year and a half after 
RLIN's Hebraic capability became opera­
tional, the AJL Convention in Washington 
featured a session on onli ne Hebraica 
cataloging, chaired by Lucia Rather, then 
Director tor Cataloging at the Library of 
Congress. Mrs. Rather raised important 
points about non-Roman authority control, 
to which I allude below. An open forum on an 
LC Discussion Paper regarding the format tor 
non-Roman authorities was chaired by Paul 
Maher of LC at that conference. 

At the First International Conference of 
Judaica Librarians, held in June 1990, 
Elhanan Adler and I reviewed the Hebraic 
and Anglo-American traditions of Judaica 
cataloging, respectively. Name headings 
and authority control figured prominently 
in these papers, which were published in 
Judaica Librarianship (Adler, 1992; Wein­
berg, 1992a). 

In the Fall of 1990, an AJL Cataloging 
Workshop was held at YIVO to celebrate 
the publication of its Yiddish Catalog and 
Authority File by G.K. Hall (YIVO, 1990). I 
spoke on "Hebraic Authorities: Manual 
and Online." 

The subject of this session is thus not a 
new one to AJL, but there have been sig­
nificant developments in the past few 
years. In this paper I distill points made at 
prior presentations, by myself and others, 
regarding the structure of Hebraic au­
thority records; lead up to the current 
state of the art; and conclude with sug­
gestions tor revision of the USMARC for­
mat tor non-Roman authorities. 

1•� lOt���ylpj Y�'i• 11D z'��iyiJD 
., ipuciD 

Fed,ration des aooietea juivea en Franoe. 

vrw1::, .. 

Figure 1. Direct reference from a Yiddish corporate heading to its 
Roman equivalent. 
Source: The New York Public Library. Reference Department. Dictionary Catalog of the 
Jewish Collection, 1960. 

Theoretical Basis 

Underlying authority work is the notion of 
uniform heading: tor an author whose 
works are published under various forms 
of his/her name, a single heading should 
be established. The principle of uniform 
heading is evident in all the major Euro­
pean catalogs of Hebraica that have 
Romanized name as main entry, although 
the form of the heading for a given author 
differs widely among the various catalogs. 

Authority work implies not only uniform 
name headings, but also the creation of 
references from the variants, which may 
include names written in non-Roman 
script. In most Hebraica catalogs with 
Romanized main entry, the title index in 
Hebrew characters serves as an indirect 
reference to the author heading in Latin 
characters. It is not evident from the pub-
1 i shed Hebraica catalogs themselves 
whether their compilers maintained au­
thority records, although a few include 
cross-references from variants of a Ro­
man heading. 

One published Hebraica catalog includes 
cross-references from Hebrew names to 
their Roman equivalents; that is the Cata­
logue of the Hebrew Books in the Library 
of the British Museum, dated 1867. (An 
excerpt is reproduced in Weinberg, 
1992a, Figure 3.) Hebraic authority con­
trol may therefore be considered about 
125 years old. The direct link from a 
Hebrew name to its Latin equivalent is far 
superior to the indirect method of Hebrew 
title-to-Roman heading, because without 

such links, an author of multiple Hebrew 
works may have several Roman headings 
established. This has in fact occurred in 
LC authority work, as the direct Hebrew­
to-Roman reference was lacking as a 
control device. 

Several major Judaica libraries in the 
U.S. have employed direct f,lebrew-to­
Roman cross-references, either in a sep­
arate file or interfiled with their Hebraic 
title catalogs. Figure 1 shows such a ref­
erence from the Yiddish title component 
of the Dictionary Catalog of the Jewish 
Collection of the New York Public Library 
(1960). Starting with a Yiddish corporate 
name, presumably found in a work, the 
reader or cataloger is led directly to the 
French-language authorized heading, 
obviating the need to formulate a system­
atic Romanization or to guess at the 
translation of the corporate name. This 
structure is discussed again below in the 
context of the format of machine-readable 
non-Roman authority records. 

Continuing with the card catalog, we 
travel to Israel and find the adoption of 
the Western principle of author main entry 
but rejection of the validity of Romanized 
headings for works in non-Roman 
scripts-in other words, rejection of the 
notion of the integrated catalog. This is 
evident in Hannah Oppenheimer's (1974) 
textbook of cataloging, issued by the 
library school of the Hebrew University; 
the text is based on Anglo-American Cat­
aloging Rules (AACR1, 1967), but fea­
tures numerous authority cards with 
Hebrew headings. The Jewish National 
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and University Library (JNUL) in Jeru­
salem, before automating its catalog 
operation, maintained separate card-form 
authority files for headings in its Roman, 
Hebrew, Yiddish, Arabic, and Cyrillic cata­
logs. In visiting the Hebraica catalog de­
partment at the JNUL during the 1970s, I 
learned that these authority files were not 
linked, that is, headings in Hebrew and 
Roman characters for a single author 
were not connected. 

Such linkage is, however, evident in a 
publication of the Israeli Centre for Public 
Libraries (Wellisch, 1966, p. 28), which 
shows a see also reference from the 
heading for Bialik in Hebrew characters to 
the corresponding Roman heading (Fig­
ure 2). This is equivalent to the Canadian 
system, which has separate, but linked, 
French and English name authority files 
(Burns, 1982). It is also the method em­
ployed at VIVO, where the philosophy has 
been neither to Yiddishize the Hebrew 
catalog or Hebraize the Yiddish catalog. 
This is in contrast to the JNUL practice of 
converting all Yiddish headings to Hebrew 
spelling in the automated environment. 

YIVO's Hebrew authority record for Ber 
Borochov (Figure 3) has xx or see also 
from tracings for the established Yiddish, 
Cyrillic, and Roman headings. A refer­
ence card developed for YIVO's public 
catalogs (Figure 4) provides correspond­
ing links with narrative explanation. To 
address the concern for integrated ac­
cess, it has been the experience of  
YIVO's reference librarians that few users 
are interested in all of the works of an 
author in all languages and scripts. Most 
are seeking a specific work in one lang­
uage or all the works of an author in a 
single language; the separation of cata­
logs by script simplifies such searches. 

Computerized Hebraic 
Authority Control 

A note field for "Characters in nonroman 
alphabets" (Figure 5) was present in the 
first edition of Authorities: A MARC For­
mat (Library of Congress, 1981 ). The 
annotation for this field indicates that it 
was designed to be repeatable, perhaps 
in recognition of the fact that multip.le 
Hebrew variants of a name may map to a 
single Roman heading, but more likely, to 
accommodate different scripts. 

,7Dnl c,,n ,P'?K'� 
Bial.ik, J!ayyim NaJ!Inan ol nK, 

JDnJ C''n ,p,,� i:i 
'JlY:l:itK 

JDnJ O''n ,p,7�,:i 

"ll'J , .li1 ?Y::l II i1 ,,� 

7DnJ c,,n ,p,,�,:i 
11 11J1.lil ,v:i" n,,x 

7:t,il ,1iD7 
,!lo1 ,!l,o 

Figure 2. See a/so reference from a Hebrew heading to the correspond­
ing Roman heading in a public catalog. 
Source: Wellisch, H. Filing Rules: With Examples in Hebrew and Roman Characters. 
Jerusalem: Centre for Public Libraries, 1966. 

.l ,:11:llill 

xx Eopoxos, B. 

XX Borochov, Ber 

Figure 3. Hebrew authority record with xx (see also from) tracings for 
the established Yiddish, Cyrillic, and Roman headings for the same 
author. Source: Hebrew Authority File, VIVO Library. 

Works� this author JVl• .. •l '1:lMC av, t15 P'1Vn 
appear in the following yp• ,,91,• .. • n ", J • M �, 
catalogs: 1 p.l,(',�t:,�p 

ENGLISH B0ROCHOV
1 

BER V•',13y 

YIDDISH "ly::i. , ll\Cll$'1�:l �•ir 

HEBREW .:i ,::i.1::,1,1:i 21:vi:i9n 

RUSSIAN Bopoxoa, B. 

Works about this author 
are classified in: 

933.6 

'1•01, 

Figure 4. Reference card for YIVO's public catalog, indicating equivalent 
headings in various languages and scripts. 
Source: Roman Alphabet Catalog, VIVO Library. 
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This field may emanate from the past 
practice of LC Hebraica catalogers to 
note the form in the work on typewritten, 
card-form authority records, although di­
rect Hebrew-to-Roman references were 
never generated at LC. The characters in 
non-Roman alphabets presumably seNed 
as a check on the systematic Romaniza­
tion. Since LC did not have a non-Roman 
capability in its local processing system at 
the time this format was developed (and 
the Library does not have this capability 
at present), the field has never been 
used. 

Working with RLIN's non-Roman script 
capabilities made catalogers aware of the 
advantages of name access points in the 
original alphabet, and they began to input­
non-Roman script headings in biblio­
graphic records. There were few guide­
lines for these; those issued by LC for 
Chinese, Japanese, and Korean specified 
that a Roman heading had to be a sys­
tematic Romanization of the non-Roman 
one in order for the latter to be coded as 
parallel (cited in Aliprand, 1993, p. 9). In 
Figure 8 of Aliprand's (1990) article, "He­
brew on RUN: An Update," the Hebrew 
heading for Ben-Menahem is coded as 
parallel to the main entry, which is a sys­
tematic Romanization. The added entry 
for Mosheh ben Maiman in Hebrew char­
acters cannot be paired with the Roman 
heading Maimonides, Moses, however. 

Catalogers using RUN became aware of 
the need to establish uniform headings in 
non-Roman scripts, in other words, of the 
need for non-Roman authorities. Two dis­
cussion papers were prepared by the 
Library of Congress for MARBI, the 
Committee on Machine-Readable Biblio­
graphic Information, which has represen­
tatives from several divisions of the 
American Library Association. 

The first discussion paper, distributed 
prior to the 1989 AJL Convention, essen­
tially viewed all non-Roman headings as 
cross-references to the official Romanized 
form. The second, distributed in 1990, 
had two options. The first was "Roman 
and Non-Roman Data in One Authority 
Record, " with the Hebrew data tagged 
880, i.e., alternate graphic representation 
(Figure 6). The second option was "Ro­
man and Non-Roman Data in Two Au­
thority Records" (Figure 7), which would 
have been roughly equivalent to the 
Canadian model of separate authority 
records in French and English. Apparently 
LC and MARBI were concerned with the 
technical problems of linking the Roman 
and non-Roman authority records; thus 
they voted to have one authority record 

668 Characters in Nonroman Alphabets 

This field contains characters in a nonroman alphabet that represent 
the heading, 

The indicators in this field are blank. 

The following subfield code is used:. 

$a Characters in nonroman alphabet 

The field is repeatable; subfield $a is not repeatable. 

EXAMPLE: 

[10(1] l 0$aChang, Chin-fan 
[668] \4i!$a �l< � ;-,r; 

Figure 5. Note field for "Characters in nonroman alphabets," in the origi­
nal structure for machine-readable authority records. 
Source: Authorities: A MARC Format. First edition. Washington: Processing SeNices, 
Library of Congress, 1981, p. 109. 

Record 5: Rorn.·m and Non-Roman Data in One Authority Record 

lDR •••••nz1616Li"••••nl6l44500 
001 cxl69011104116 
005 19900405113525.5 
008 I 900405 I )lc\fac I nnnaa I bn\l)l)l I )l)l)l\l)l I )l)l)la\l I aaa\l)l I )l)l)l\l I 
040 llll,f:cDLC,f:cDLC 
066 ll'lltc(2 
100 004'6880-004'aGreenhauff, Charles 
400 104'6880-0ltwnnnn,f:aGrinhof, Yeboshu'a 
670 llll,f:6880,02,j,aHis Mayn mame's Shabe's-likh.t, c1962:,f:bt.p. (Yeboshu'a 

Grinho£) verso t.p. (Charles GreenhauO) 
880 104'6400-01/(2,twnnnn 4'aE(2l ""'.)iU-t'l, "'i1'"1lVJ:7E(B 
880 ¥l14'6670-02/(24'al-lis E(Z.0"'"'1 r.>NtJ))O lV::ln-S"':Jtl, E(Bcl962:4'bt.p. E(2('iY\WlJ 

):,"'Ji\N'l)E(B verso t.p. (Charles Greenhauf£) 

Figure 6. Names in Hebraic script tagged 880, "alternate graphic repre­
sentation," in a proposed format for a machine-readable authori ty 
record. Source: Discussion Paper No. 41 (MARBI): Options for Non-Roman Data in 
Authority Records. April 13, 1990. 

per heading, containing all language and 
script variants. An update to the USMARC 
Format for Authority Data, with a section 
on "Alternate Graphic Representation," 
was published in June 1991. 

Details of the format are examined below, 
but at this point I would like to make an 
obseNation similar to the one I made at 
the HaNard Conference on Judaica librar­
ianship in 1988. Then I noted that with 
regard to "the Romanization issue, 
Judaica librarians have won the battle 
and lost the war. We have a Hebraic 
capability in a major bibliographic utility, 
but are now required to do more Romani­
zation than ever before" (Weinberg, 1989, 
p. 3). In the same way, the validity of non-

Roman access points and of including 
non-Roman characters in authority rec­
ords has been granted by the Library of 
Congress, but since its local system does 
not have non-Roman capability, al l  
machine-readable authority records in the 
bibliographic utilities contain Roman char­
acters only. 

Recognizing that this is a theoretical exer­
cise only, let us now examine the struc­
ture of the USMARC authority record with 
alternate graphic representation. 

The first example (Figure 8) underscores 
the principle that paired headings can 
exist only for systematically Romanized 
headings and corresponding vernacular 
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Catalogers 

using RLIN 

became aware 

of the need 

to establish 

uniform 

headings in 

non-Roman 

scripts, in 

other words, 

of the need for 

non-Roman 

authorities. 

script. Grinhof, Yehoshu 'a is the syste­
matic Romanization of the Yiddish name; 
the alternate graphic representation is 
coded as parallel to the cross-reference­
the 400 field-not to the authorized head­
ing, which is presumably the form in the 
work. I expect this principle of parallelism 
to be discarded soon, as in bibliographic 
records, catalogers-including those at 
LC-are already coding corresponding 
Hebrew and Roman headings as pairs, 
whether or not the relationship between 
them is one of systematic Romanization. 
Joan Aliprand (1993) has provided a theo­
retical analysis of the issue, arguing for 
linkage based on "semantic equivalence." 

Most interesting in the excerpt from the 
new format for authority data (Figure 8) is 
the direct reference from the Hebraic form 
to the Roman form, which brings us full 
circle to the index to the British Museum's 
Hebraica catalog of 1867 . Of course, in 
the environment of the printed book, 
cross-references implied a two-step look­
up. Inputting a Hebrew name in an online 
search should retrieve records directly. 

The second example containing Hebrew 
data in the 1991 update to the USMARC 
Format for Authority Data (Figure 9) is a 

H c·n u � I .'i: 1 {01 1 1 : 1 1 1  nmJ Nun , l tu1m1 n D:a l11 in " l\vo Au lhori l y  Hc<.'ordo; 
Ho 1 1 1 a 1 1  . J {ccrn t.l 

I .I > I {  • • • • • n, llll\l . . . . .  nllll4500 
<X I I c,1190 1 1 I0-1214 
um 199<XMO.l l 1.5035.5 
(Xl/1 J...2Q9403 I lkl!ac I nnnaa I bn\lll\l I \j\!1111\! I Ul!Mal! I aaa\!l! I IH!IHI I 
OX X 7.ll "f";,cdl<llll l 1 043\l f,l>DLC 
0(,6 1111 ,j,c(Z 
HXl IXl taGreenhau ff, Char les 
4 (X J  w ,1·w11 1 1 111 1 'f' •G r i 1 1hof, Ychoshu ' "  
mn llll ,f, a l l i, Mayn mamc's Shal>c ' s - l ikl, . t ,  cl 962: 9, 1> 1 . p .  (Yehoshu  ' •  

G ,  inhof) verso t . p .  (Charle., G rccnhau ff) 

I .I > l l  • "  • • · 1 1 1 \IIH\ . . . .  • 1 1 lH.14 500 
(X I I  c x !IU( I I  1 1 04 1 11 
IX J5 I 99<XM05 l I l 22 1 .3 
m'! L99Q:.Uill!M!i!.Ll nnna a  I bnllll\; I \!ll\!JilU...l!J!Mal! I aaall\! I ll\llHi I 
1 1.'<X 7.ll tac.,111/0 I J  1042\l thDLC 
O•IO 1nq,cDLC ,t, cDLC: 
(){,(, � ll i ·c(7. 
I I M J  l l > t a [ no eq 1 1 i Ya le 1 1 1  vernacu l a r  form] 
•1 1 M J  1 0 ,1 · a E(2ll')i"\N'], 'iY111J))E(11 
(,/ 11 llli t a l l i., F..{W"l l:)ltt:l:lJD 1V::ll1-','.Jtl, E(Dc l %2: t-li t .p .  E(2('i111V)) ::t1'),\N '] ) i '. ( l l  

vcrrn 1 . p .  (Char le., G rccnhau(f) 

Figure 7. Propose d  struc ture for separate Roman an d  non- Roman 
authorit y  recor ds. 
Source: Discussion Paper No. 41 (MARBI): Options for Non-Roman Data in Authority 
Records. April 13, 1990. 

066 \;\; + c(2 
1 00 00 :j: a G rcenha uff, Charles 
400 10 :j: 6880-01 :j: aG rinhof, Yehoshu'a 
880 10 :j: 6400-0 1/(2/r :j: 11::l."Y'Ji1Nf), ""llllVlJ 

[The r i11 field 880 :j: 6  indicates the right-to-left 011e11tatio11 qf the Hebrew sc,ipt.J 

Cross reference display example: 
)m)'l-,"', 11N'i1.J",l 

search under :  G reenha uff, Charles 

Figure 8. Yi ddish name co de d as parallel (880) to a Roman cross refer­
ence {400) because the Roman hea ding is not  a s ystematic Romani zation 
of the Yi ddish name. 
Source: USMARC Format for Authority Data. Update No. 4. Washington, DC: Cata­
loging Distribution Service, June 1991, 880, p. 3. 
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multilingual and multiscript record for 
Moses (Biblical leader). (We might con­
sider assigning this heading as an added 
entry to Bible. O.T. Pentateuch ,  but are 
more likely to use it in subject analysis! )  
Examining the record, we first find cross­
references in systematic Romanization 
from the Arabic, Hebrew, and Russian 
forms of Moses. Then we have alternate 
graphic representations in Hebrew and 
Cyrillic coded as headings, although the 
English heading is not a systematic Ro­
manization of the Hebrew one. (Had the 
format been issued more recently, the 
record might have included a heading in 
Arabic script, which is now available on 
RUN.) 

The Romanized references in the author� 
ity record are not juxtaposed with their 
correspondin g vernacular forms. This 
brings me to a critique of the basic struc­
ture of the USMARC Format for Authority 
Data. 

001 ex�901 l 1047\1 

OOS l990l l 08 1 H71 1 .0 

040 titii'cDLC 

066 titii'c(2ic(4 i'c(N 

100 OO f6880-02 f aMoses (Biblical leader) 

400 00,j, aMusa (Biblical leader) 

400 oo + aMosheh (Biblical leader) 

400 00 ,j,aMoisei (Biblical leader) . 

880 OO ,j, 6100-02/(2/r ,j,oE(2Cllli"1E(B (Biblical leader) 

880 OO ,j, 6100-02/(N aja aE(NMoocei<E(B (Biblical leader) 

Figure 9. Mul ti lingual and mul tis cri pt autho ri ty reco rd, containing h ead­
Walt Crawford's (1984, p. 86) outline of ings and c ro ss- re fere nce s in non- Roman scripts. 
the format makes it clear that headings in Source: USMARC Format for Authority Data. Update No. 4. Washington, DC: Cata­
the 100 fields are followed by tracings for loging Distribution Service, June 1991, Appendix D, p. 1 4. 

The 
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see and see also references i n  the 400 
and 500 f ields, respectively (F igure 1 0) .  
The sources in  the 600 fields are widely 
separated from the head ings  and var i­
ants. 

This point may be i l lustrated through the 
LC authority record for Sholem Aleichem 
(Figu re 1 1 ). The record was pr i nted out 
from OCLC, but a virtually identical one is 
on RUN, s ince both ut i l it ies derive their 
authority data from LC. 

The f irst two-th i rds of the record provide a 
l engthy l i st of refe rences from var iant  
names- real names, alternate spell i ngs, 

. . .  it is not 

current 

LC practice 

to record 

the Roman 

spelling of 

an author's 

name on 

the verso 

of a 

Hebraic 

title page 

[in bibliographic 

records]. 

H EAD I NG S  
1 00 H ead j. ng 
1 1 0 H eadJ.ng 
1 1 1  Heading 
1 30 Heading 
1 so H eading  
1 5 1 Heading 

- p er sona l  name 

- corpora t e  name 

- con f er enc e  or meeting 
- uni form t i t l e  - topica l s ubj ec t 

- geographic name 

REFERENCES AND TRAC INGS 

name 

2 6 0  Gener a l  explana tory See  r e f erence  ( subj ec t s )  
3 6 0  General explana tory S e e  A l so r e f er enc e  ( sub j ect s )  

4 00 See  F rom t r acing  - per sonal name 
4 1 0 See  From t r acing - corporate  name 
4 1 1 See  F rom t r ac ing - conf er ence  or meet ing name. 
4 3 0 See  F rom t racing - �ni form t i t l e  
4 5 0 S e e  F rom t racing - topical  sub j ect  
4 5 1  See From t racing - geographic name 

500 
5 1 0 
5 1 1 
5 3 0  
5 5 0  
5 5 1 

See  A l so From tracing - per sonal name 
See Al so From t racing - corporat e  name 
See  Al so From t racing - conference or  meeting name 
See  Al so From tracing - uniform t i t l e  

S e e  Al so From tracing - topical sub j ect 
See Al so From tracing - geographic name 

S ER I ES TREATMENT I N FORMAT ION 
6 4 1 Numbering  pecu liar i t i e s  ( s er i es ) 
6 4 2  S er i e s number ing exampl e  
6 4 3  P la c e  and publ i sh er / i s suing  body ( s er i e s ) 
6 4 4 Ana l y s i s  prac t ic e  ( s er i e s ) 
6 4 5  Tracing  prac t i c e  ( s er i e s ) 
6 4 6 C l a s s i f i c a t ion prac t i c e  ( s e r i e s ) 

NOTES 
6 6 3  
6 6 4  
6 6 5  
6 6 6  
6 6 7  

6 6 8  
6 7 0  
6 7 5  
6 7 8  

6 80 
6 8 1  

6 82 

Ca t a log er -gener a t ed S e e  Al so ref e r ence  ( name s ) 
Ca ta loger -gener a t ed See  r e f e r ence  ( name s )  
I n f orma t ion or h i s tory r e f er enc e ( name s )  
Gener a l  exp lanatory r e f er en c e  ( name s )  
U sage o r  scope ( name s ) 

Charac t er s  in  nonroman a lphabet s 
Sou r c e  da t a  found 
Sou r c e  data not found 
Epi tome 

Scope not e  ( subj ect s )  
Examp l e  under / Not e  under  ( s ub j ec t s )  

D e l e t ed  h eading inf ormat ion 

Figure 10. Outline of the USMAR C format for authority  records . 
Source: Crawford , Walt . MARC for Library Use: Understanding the USMARC Formats. 
White Plains, NY: Knowledge Industry Publ ications, c1 984, pp . 86-87. Reprinted with 
permission. 
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NAME/ SUBJECT 
LC 

ESTABL I SHED HEAD I NG 

• 1 0 1 0  n 7901 1 1 19 I 
• 2 040 DLC oll&c DLC +d DLC Ill 
• 3 053 PJ 5129 . R2 I 
• 4 1 00 00 Sho l em A l eichem ,  +d 1 859-1916 C AACR2 J I 
• 5 400 00 Cho l em A l eichem ,  +d 1859-191 6  I 
• 6 400 1 0  Rabinovivc ,  vs-a 1 -0m , +d 1859-1916 I 
• 7 400 1 0  Rab inovitsh , Sho l em ,  +d 1859-1916 I 
• 8 400 1 0  Rab inovit z ,  Sha l om ,  +d 1859-1916  I 
• 9 400 10  Rabinowitch , So l omon , +d 1859-1916 I 
• 1 0  400 00 Sch o l em A l echem ,  +d 1 859-1916  I 
• 1 1  400 00 Scho l em . A l ei j em ,  +d 1 859-1916 I 
• 12 400 00 Sch o l em-A l e j chem , +d 1 8 59-1916  I 
• 1 3  400 00 Sha l om A l ekem ,  +d 1 8 59-1916  I 
• 1 4  400 00 Sho l em-A l evkhem ,  +d 1859-1916  t 
• 1 5  400 00 Sho l om A l eichem ,  +d 1859-1 9 1 6  I 
• 1 6  400 00 Sho l om-A l ev i khem , +d 1859-1916 I 
• 1 7  400 00 S zotem A�ej chem ,  +d 1 859-1916  I 

' 

• 1 8  400 1 0  Rab inowi t z ,  Sha l om ,  +d 1 8 59-19 16 C OLD CATALOG HEAD I NG ] � 
• 1 9  400 1 0  A l eichem ,  Sho l em ,  +d 1859-1916  I 
• 20 400 00 Sho l om A l eykhem ,  +d 1859-1916  I 
• 2 1  400 1 0  Rab inowit z ,  Sho l em Yakov ,  +d 1859-1916  I 
• 22 400 00 Sha l om A l e ichem ,  +d 1 859- 1 9 1 6  I 
• 23 400 00 Sha l om A l eykhem ,  +d 1859-1916  I 
• 24 400 00 Sha l om-� A l ekhem , +d 1 859-1916 I 
• 2 5  400 1 0  � A l ekhem , Sha l om- , +d 1859-1916  I 
• 26 400 00 Sho l em A l ei khem ,  +d 1 859-1916 I 
• 27 400 1 0  Rab inovits ,  Shal om ,  +d 1 859-1916 I 
• 28 400 00 Schol em A l e i ' hem , +d 1859-1916  I 
• 29 400 10 Rab inovitch , So l omon ,,:. +d 1859-1916 I 
• 30 400 10  Rab inowi t z , So l omon , +d 1 859-1916 I 
• 3 1  400 00 Sho l em A l ei j em ,  +d 1859-1916  I 
• 32 400 00 Sha l om A l eychem ,  +d 1859-1916  I 
• 33 670 Encyc l .  Br i t . , 1 5t h  ed . +b ( Sh o l em ( Sh a l om o r  Sho l om )  A l e i c h em ,  
p seud . o f  Sho l em Yakov Rab inowit z ,  b .  2/ 18/ 1859 ,  d .  5 / 1 3/ 16 )  I 
• 34 670 Encvc l .  Judai c a ,  1971  +b ( Sh a l om A l eichem , p seud . of  Sha l om 
Rab inov it z ,  1859-1916 ) I 
• 3 5  670 Shmeru k , C .  Sha l om-� A l ekhem , mad r ikh  l e- . h aya . v  . ve l i -vetsi rato , 
1 980 : +b t . p .  ( Sh a l om-� A l ekhem )  ver so t . p . ( Sho l em A l e i khem C in r om . ] )  I 
• 36 670 His Sh i r  h a-sh i r i m ,  1 982 : +b t . p . ( Sh a l om � A l e k h em ) f ac ing  t . p .  
( Sh a l om Rab inov i t s , 1859-1916 ) verso t . p .  ( Sho l om A l e i c h em C in r em . ] )  1 
• 37 670 Lab k ovsk i ,  D .  Sha l qm-� A l e k h em . ve-g i b or a . v , 1 959 : +b added t . p .  
( Sh a l om-A l ei c h em C in r om . J )  I 
• 38 670 H i s  L ' h i sto i r e  de  T' ev i 'e , 1 92 5 : +b t . p .  ( Sc ho l em A l e i ' h e m ) I 
• 39 670 Encyc . Ame r i c ana , 1975  +b ( A l eichem , Sho l om ;  1 8 59-1 9 1 6 ; b .  
So l omon Rab inov i t c h ) I 
• 40 670 Co l l ier ' s  encyc . , 1 973 +b ( Sh a l om A l e i c h am ; 1 8 59- 1 9 1 6 ;  p seud . o f  
So l omon Rab i n ow i t z ) I 
� 4 1  670 1 00 yor d i  b r okhe Sho l em A l eykhem , 1 986 : *b t . p .  ( Sh o l em 
A l eykhem ; Sho l em A l ei j em C in rem . ] )  � 
• 42 670 H i s  . Toviyah ha- . ho l ev ,  1988 : +b t . p .  ( Sha l om � A l ek h em ) t . p .  
verso ( Sh a l om A l eychem C in rom . J )  � 

Figu re 11. Li bra ry of Cong ress autho ri ty reco rd fo r Sho le m Aleichem. 
Source: Library of Congress Name Authority File (OCLC) Record No. 2451 94. The equivalent RUN record is NAFL791 1 1 1 9. 
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systematic Romanizations, etc. The na­
t u re of these var iants is not ident i f ied;  
they are thrown into an unordered l ist. 

The repeatable 670 source field also has 
an  uno rde red l ist .  S i nce the bas is for  
establ ishment of the Roman head ing is 
the fact that the name is found in the Bri­
tannica, Collier's, and Americana encyclo­
ped ias ,  i t  wou l d  h ave been log ica l  to 
juxtapose those source notes. The forms 
recorded next to the sources are unstruc­
tu red in that surnames are not inverted;  
they are a lso redundant to a large extent 
wi th the var iants in the 400 refe rence 
fields. The source for many references is 
not given,  however; thus, i f  an error were 
suspected i n  a variant, one would have to 
search through hundreds of bibl iographic 
records to verify the reference . It is not 
even clear that a search in a bibl iographic 
f i le would yield the variant, because it is 
no t  cu rrent  LC p ract ice to reco rd t he  
Roman spel l i ng o f  an author's name on 
the verso of  a Hebraic title page, although 
such forms are surely the sou rce of many 
of the variants. Simi lar points were made 
in a review (Weinberg , 1 979, p .  37) of one 
of the fi rst publ ished manuals of authority 
work (Baecker and Senghas, 1 978) . 

I n  the YIVO Authority File, the practice is 
to record the sou rce immediately below 
the head i ng  o r  variant derived from it , 
thus obviat ing  rekeying and faci l itat i ng  
verificat ion . Figu re 12  shows the fi rst of 
several authority cards for Kopf Dua, an 
author with 1 5  pseudonyms identified by 
Zachary Baker. The name was found in a 
work translated by Dua; the Leksikon fun 
der Nayer Yidisher Literatur (Biographical 
Dictionary of Modern Yiddish Literature) 
had a fu l ler form, which is traced as a see 
refe rence . For each of Dua's pseudo­
nyms,  the work i n  which the cata loger  
found i t  is indicated. 

T h e  reco rd f o r  S h o l e m  A l e i c h e m  i n  
YIVO's Authority File (Figure 1 3) serves to 
i l l ustrate another point: the one-to-many 
re lationsh ip of Roman-to-Hebraic head­
ings and vice versa. The standard Yiddish 
spel l ing ,  of Hebrew orig in ,  and the Soviet 
Yiddish spe l l i ng  both map to the syste­
matic Romanization. Thus the concept of 
"paired" head ings and references is fun­
damentally incorrect. 

At the 1 989 AJL Convention ,  Lucia Rather 
made two important po ints about non­
Roman head ings :  that they have to be 
uniform and unique. Hebraica catalogers 
have recognized the principle of un iform 
head ing  fo r non-Roman access points .  
For example ,  the Brandeis record pub­
l ished in Judaica Librarianship with Rosa-

. ', 1a 1:: p  , � n 
-K P D K ', �  / �K O K J U �  9 J t ',  & �K P  p i 9 n  J 1 �  � · , • • 

. 1 9 2 9 , . n  , 0 9 • J x � · � 
', 8 I,< p -,:l p y • , X \ , • 

J l,< i' ' O i' V '  
. 1 9 3 3  • • • J i;< tl r n ,  : t.:: K p  p i p n . p . r1 � · n 1,< i Hl l,< o  • 

V e r s o  t . p . : Mo a z kowi c z , K .  
7 K D J t{  D p y t1 K '7 D  : b t-: p p i y 11 . il  , ll b ' ll t,( j) ll � O  • 

. 1 9 3 3  • • •  y cnq, i y il ' i K "!it  K � · I K  
Ve r s o  t .  p .  : M o s..zkowip z ._ H .  .. ) LC : D I.l a , Ko p l  - 1  • ?  7"\ �? J 1 £> J ::i y , o \( ,  

( 1 9 3 3  • • • � :q 1 J p  

1 1/76 

Figure 12. First card of a Yiddish authority record for Kap/ Dua, an 
author with 15 pseudonyms . The so urce of eac h variant is given after the 
name. 
Source: The Yiddish Authority File of the Y/VO Library. ]3oston :  G .K. Hal l ,  1 990. 

ILC :  RABI NOWI T Z  SHA LOM 1 8 5 9 - 1 9 1 6  

( , :i n o x " TI ) c s, => " ' '� cy , � r;  • 
• 1 9 3 5 • • • , l ' JC :, � l J 1 X D p � l' X : t:l K p p .i 9 TI 

Q-i t ;:i c: J.: c Q';.:.; r :  U:o n ow. - AJi e � xe M  
( ' � y n ) o :, ' ' V 0 1 , � • •  

LC : Sho l err. A l e i c h em , 1859 - 1916 . A.A. GR  2 MARC 
X X  SHOLOM A L E IC H EM 

y v  · ; ,o,Jil C· . '  A 71 E ·':',..,_, :.,, ' ;  "' _/\ � ' l  . l .  • J .J\ _;  .. , ,.  

10/76 

Figure 13 . Yiddish authority record for Shole m Aleiche m. The sta ndard 
Yiddish and Soviet Yiddish spellings would both map to the systematic 
R omanization, Sholem Aleykhem. 
Source: The Yiddish Authority File of the YIVO Library Boston :  G .K. Hal l , 1 990. 
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lie Katchen's paper presented at the 1989 
convention features an added entry for 
Josef Vainshtain in an orthography that 
differs from that of the title page, appar­
ently ketiv l]aser {Katchen, 1 990, p. 24). 
In her paper which follows, Ms. Katchen 
describes how Hebraic authority records 
are maintained at Brandeis. The Jewish 
Division of the New York Public Library 
has used Paradox database management 
software with Hebrew capability for its 
authority file. 

Libraries that have the ALEPH library 
management system, such as the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, can employ its bial­
p habetic authority contro l capabilities 
{Levi, 1984, Figure 6). In ALEPH, there is 

The concept 

of the 

Hebrew heading 

as an 

alternate 

graphic 

representation 

is flawed . . . .  A 

Hebrew heading 

for a 

Hebrew work 

is in fact the 

primary 

graphic 

representation 

and should be 

considered 

parallel to 

the Roman 

heading. 

1 9 4 8 -1 8 75  . :i p .9 • . li' t:l ' Ti t( l ' :lK i  
l .9 l ... i 

::i p 9 •  , l' t:l ' Ti t( l " :lK i  
. n ·c , ri • . •  ? ', t< j f • - r i l't  0 \( TI  , x D i O }( P  p , 9 11 

· , � � y , x , e • J 1 · � * 
1 9 0 � • • • CJ t ' J l ' ::.: , y , �  o r · , 1-: ' , t,: t:l ' , 9 � : c::i x p  p , y n  

NYPL : Ra b inow i t z , Jaco b ,  1 8 7 6 - , 1 · - ::i ,  * 
1 9If 8 . ( -1 9 7 6 ) J y t '" ,  , n 1 • n 

. 1 9 3 5  . • •  n 1 1 v �  : p , y n  

L C : Ra binowi t z , J a c o b , 1 8 75 -1 948 

( Cont inued on card 2 )  
1 / 7 7  

Figure 14. Yiddish authority record for Yankev Rabinovitsh. Dates have 
been added to the heading because there are other authors wi th the 
s ame name. 
Source: The Yiddish Authority File of the YIVO Library. Boston: G.K. Hall, 1990. 

linked authority control: a change in a 
heading can automatical ly  be applied to 
bibliographic records (Levi, 1984, p. 60) . 
Although the ALE PH system was pro­
posed for a Judaica cataloging network in 
the U.S., this proposal was not adopted, 
primarily for economic reasons. Coopera­
tive Hebraic authority work is therefore 
not being done on the ALEPH system, 
only local authority work. 

This brings us to Lucia Rather's second 
point: the need for unique headings in 
non-Roman scripts, in keeping with the 
principle of "no confl ict" in AACR2. One 
can only determine whether a given He­
braic heading is unique by placing it in an 
alphabetic array of other headings and 
references. Figure 14, a VIVO authority 
record for Yankev Rabinovitsh, features 
dates in the heading because there are 
other Yiddish authors with the same 
name. In other words, headings are 
established relative to a given file, not in 
isolation (Weinberg, 1992b, p. 8). 

The goal of unique headings in non­
Roman scripts is achieved by separate 
authority files. Alternatively, it might be 
achieved by indexing and sorting the non­
Rom an data in USMARC authority 
records to yie ld  a similar arrangement. 
Since the non-Roman enhancement to 
the USMARC format for authority data 
has not been implemented, however, we 
cannot know how and whether this will 
work. 

Joan Al iprand, the Systems Analyst of the 
Research Libraries Group who was re­
sponsible for developing RLIN's Hebrew 
as well as other non-Roman capabilities, 
has published a theoretical paper entitled 
"Linking of Alternate Graphic Representa­
tion in USMARC Authority Records." In  
the paper, Aliprand [ 1 994] advocates sep­
arate authority records for headings in dif­
ferent languages and scripts, since they 
have different sources of authority. This 
essential ly supports the Canadian, Israeli, 
and VIVO models. It remains to be seen 
whether her proposal will bring about a 
change in the USMARC Format for Au­
thority Data, which is at present an empty 
shell for non-Roman data. 

Summary and Conclusions 

To summarize the state of the art of 
Hebraic authority control in the U .S., we 
have achieved acceptance of the validity 
of Hebrew name access, not only through 
cross references, but also via uniform 
headings. The concept of the Hebrew 
heading as an alternate graphic represen­
tation is flawed, however. A Hebrew head­
ing for a Hebrew work is in fact t h e  
p rima ry graphic representation and 
should be  considered parallel to the 
Roman heading. Non-Roman authority 
control is still practiced on the national 
level in Romanization only, but a variety of 
manual and automated techniques exist 
for controlling Hebrew headings local ly. 
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Postscript 

Subsequent to the presentation of this 
paper, coopera tive approaches to the 
building of a machine-readable Hebraic 
authority file were discussed at several 
meetings held in conjunction with the 
1 993 AJL Convention. The feasibility of 
mounting such a file on RUN is being 
investigated. 
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