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Indexers at the University of Southern California's Shoah Foundation Institute for 
Visual History and Education have watched 120,000 hours of testimonies since 1998, 
paying attention to every detail and indexing each and every minute. The Southern 
Cal collection is one of the most comprehensively indexed video collections of its size. 
The indexing allows researchers to search for various topics through keywords and 
gain access to the testimonies at the very moments that those topics begin to be dis
cussed. Some people at Southern Cal see the institute's labor-intensive, manual 
method as a model for other video archives. The method of indexing the tapes in one
minute segments and using keywords has been patented, and the university plans to 
market the patents to other archives. Most video archives instead try to index the con
tent of video through a combination of automated methods. They might use speech 
recognition together with transcripts, or closed captioning, or image processing. Mul
tiple methods can collectively zero in on the content and recognize what's going on in 
the video. The Shoah Foundation Institute's manual method, however, might be 
among the best ways to index historically important oral histories and testimonies. 

* Editor's note: Wherever possible, annotations to these citations are based on those 
provided by indexing and abstracting services. 
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the history ofJewish encyclopedias .... 
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"One of the key selling points of NE] is that it updates-and allegedly supersedes
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man-Jewish, and Jewish-American cultural identity in times of radical change. Creat
ed on different continents and in different social, cultural, and political contexts, they 
reflect the dynamics of cultural memory from 1933 through World War II and the Cold 
War era to the present day. 
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American Holocaust survivors with the news that such records will made available to 
them quickly and easily. 
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the problems of preservation and restoration. 

Schidorsky, Dov. ''The Library of the Reich Security Main Office and Its Looted Jewish 
Book Collections," Libraries & the Cultural Record, 42:1 (2007), pp. 21-47. 
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one of the more significant agents of the looting of Jewish public and private library 
collections under the Nazi regime. The staff of the agency's library, which included SS 
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in three countries (Israel, Russia, and the United States), and suggests a model of 
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Sympathetic Rescuers, Holocaust as Subtext, and Fictional Narratives Based on His
torical Truth. 
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ish and Islamic Studies: A Mission of Peace," Catholic Library World, 77:3 (March 2007), 
pp.210-213. 

Keynote address delivered at an celebration of the anniversary celebration of the 
American Friends of the Vatican Library, a brief history of the Vatican Library is given, 
which includes mention of special Judaica in its collection (e.g., Arba'ah turim), cata
logs of the Judaica held there (e.g., Scrip tor Hebraicus) and Jewish scholars who have 
worked there (e.g., Allesandro Franceschi, Battista Giona, and Moritz Steinschneider). 
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Practice," in Radical Cataloging: Essays at the Front, edited by K. R. Roberto (Jefferson, 
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In the United States, maintaining catalogs in non-Roman scripts was, until recently, 
considered a radical cataloging practice. The mainstream practice was to Romanize 
all bibliographic data. The development of non-Roman character sets by RLIN and 
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Steven M. Bergson is currently a Research Administrator for the UJA Federation of Greater Toron
to. He is also a past president of the Ontario chapter of the Association of Jewish Libraries. 


	Judaica Librarianship
	12-31-2008

	Scatter of the Literature (2008)
	Steven M. Bergson
	Recommended Citation


	Scatter of the Literature

