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Abstract: The Louis Lewin Collection
of archival materials in the Rare Book
Room of Yeshiva University comprises
some 400 boxes of historical records
on the Jews in Poland, Germany, and
the Czech Republic. Lewin (1868-1941)
was a rabbi and Jewish historian in
Poland between the Wars and a propo-
nent of the Wissenschaft des Juden-
tums, “Science of Judaism,” movement
in Jewish scholarship. The docu-
ments Lewin collected are of great his-
torical value for their description of
Jewish life in Europe, the history of
Judaism, and Hebrew language and lit-
erature. While some records are origi-
nal documents, others were copied by
hand by Lewin from non-Jewish repos-
itories in state or municipal archives.
Not only are these documents pre-
cious for their historical value, but they
are unique survivors of the devastation
of World War II. Most of the records of
these communities in Poland and Ger-
many were obliterated, and the com-
munities themselves disappeared. All
that now exists are the copies that
Louis Lewin preserved. Most items in
this unique collection have been cata-
loged, and the rest are being worked
on. The catalog records can be found
in the Yeshiva University Library OPAC
and on RLIN.

Some 400 boxes of raw material for the
history of the Jews in Poland, Germany,
and the Czech Republic are now pre-
served in the Rare Book Room of Yeshiva
University. They are the fruits of the labor
of many years by Louis Lewin, Jewish his-
torian and rabbi in several communities in
Poland before World War II. His collection
consisted of some 15,000 printed works
(Lewin, 1993, p. 22), as well as a substan-
tial number of rabbinic manuscripts and
histor ical archives that Louis Lewin
amassed for his own research, and the
volumes that he himself published on
local Jewish history. However, what once
constituted the entire Lewin collection is

now scattered. His son, Daniel Lewin, in
his 1993 book stated that copies of his
father’s books with his corrections in the
margins may be found at the Jewish The-
ological Seminary (p. 23).

According to his granddaughter, Eva
Lewis, the bulk of Louis Lewin’s archival
collection was sold to Yeshiva University
in 1948 through Isaac Lewin (1906-1995),
professor of history at the Bernard Revel
Graduate School of Yeshiva University.1
It had been in the possession of Daniel
Lewin, son of Louis, who brought it with
him to England in 1939.

At Yeshiva, the rabbinic manuscripts were
separated from the historical collection.
The rabbinic manuscripts were entered
into the published catalog entitled  Osef
Kitve-ha-Yad ha-Rabaniyim, Rabbinic
Manuscripts: Mendel Gottesman Library,
Yeshiva University, by Joseph Avivi (Avivi,
1998). The rabbinic correspondence
reflected in this collection often deals with
issues of Jewish law and consultation
between rabbis on practical matters.

The major portion of the historical collec-
tion is in the possession of Yeshiva Uni-
versity. However, there are archival
holdings in the Klau Library of Hebrew
Union College (Cincinnati),2 and a hand-
written catalog of the manuscripts is held
at the Central Archives for the History of
the Jewish People in Jerusalem.3 The
catalog is written in German on ledger
pages (almost exclusively on the “Credit”
side of the sheets). Eva Lewis suspects
that it was donated to the Central
Archives by Ernst Daniel Goldschmidt
(1895-1972), the well known classical
philologist and expert in Jewish liturgy,
who was a cousin of her grandmother’s
and worked at the Jewish National and
University Library in Jerusalem (Lewin,
1993, p. 41-42). Volumes that Lewin
authored can be found at the Jewish The-
ological Seminary, the Museum of Jewish
Heritage, the New York Public Library, and
the Leo Baeck Institute, all located in New
York City.

Lewin’s historical collection at Yeshiva is in
the process of being cataloged and micro-

filmed. The preparation of bibliographic
records for each box is part of a project
supported by a grant from the Fund for
Jewish Cultural Preservation awarded to
Yeshiva University by the National Foun-
dation for Jewish Culture. Each entry is
cataloged to AACR2 standards4 and is
available in RLIN and on the Yeshiva Uni-
versity Libraries online catalog.5

One way of envisaging the collection as a
whole is to understand the intellectual cli-
mate in which it was created. Louis
Lewin’s methods of research and the sub-
jects he wrote about typify the Wis-
senschaft des Judentums, “Science of
Judaism,” a movement in Jewish scholar-
ship which began in the early 19th century
among young Jewish intellectuals (Dinur,
EJ 16, cols. 570-584).6 Designed to study
Judaism and the Jewish people according
to modern, critical, scientific methods, it
took root in the Berlin Haskalah, but then
spread throughout modern Jewry. It was
inaugurated by the first publication of
Leopold Zunz (1794-1886) on rabbinic lit-
erature in 1818, entitled Etwas über die
rabbinische Literatur. Zunz spelled out the
principles and methodologies of Wis-
senschaft research and founded one of its
principal vehicles, the Zeitschrift für die
Wissenschaft des Judenthums, begun in
1822, which was succeeded by the
Monatsschrift für Geschichte und Wis-
senschaft des Judenthums, founded in
1851/2 by Zacharias Frankel (1801-1875),
which continued to appear until 1939.
Lewin later often contr ibuted to the
Monatsschrift. Over the nineteenth centu-
ry the Wissenschaft gained in adherents
and produced institutions dedicated to its
methodology. We will see how Lewin was
both a product of the Wissenschaft and
one of its proponents.

Lewin was born in Znin, in the former Ger-
man province of Posen, now Poznan,
Poland, in 1868 (Lewin, 1993, pp. 8-23).
He was educated first in Frankfurt am
Main at the orthodox Jewish school which
had a curriculum of both Jewish and sec-
ular studies hand in hand. His bar mitz-
vah was presided over by Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch at the synagogue of the
Israelit ische Religions-Gesellschaft
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(Drachman, JE 6, p. 417). At the Gymna-
sium he was already nicknamed “Histori-
cus.” He then simultaneously attended
the University of Berlin, studying history
and Semitics, and the Seminary of Dr.
Azriel (also known as Israel) Hildesheimer
(1820-1899)7 receiving semikha (rabbinic
ordination) in 1895. At the University of
Heidelberg he acquired a Ph.D. for his
biography of Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai in
1892.8 According to his son, Daniel, it
was the first dissertation written for a Ger-
man university about a Jewish historical
figure (Lewin, 1968, p. 1).9 While in Hei-
delberg, Lewin attended the lectures of
Moritz Steinschneider (1816-1907)10 as
well. Steinschneider, an expert in oriental
philology, particularly Arabic, is known as
the “father of Jewish bibliography.”
Lewin’s son attributes to Steinschneider’s
influence his father’s “bibliomania, the
love of collecting books (Lewin, 1993, p.
9).” Abraham Geiger (1830-1874) was
another key figure in the Wissenschaft
movement who, from his perspective as a
proponent of Reform Judaism, investigat-
ed the internal evolution of Judaism.
Lewin’s collection also contains some of
Geiger’s correspondence from the 1830s.

The Wissenschaft movement was influ-
enced by many factors. Chief amongst
them was the struggle for emancipation in
Europe in the face of widespread anti-
semitism. From the Hep! Hep! Riots in
Germany at the beginning of the nine-
teenth century to the Russian pogroms at
its end, antisemitic forces both denigrated
Judaism and attempted physically to drive
the Jews out. The Jewish intellectuals at
the forefront of the Wissenschaft dealt
with a generation of assimilated Jews who
took no pride in their Jewish heritage.
Many of them formally converted from
Judaism to benefit their careers. There
existed an anticlericalism and call for
reform of Jewish modes of worship and
community organization, both from with-
in—by the Reform movement—and from
without—in the form of government
edicts. As a response to these forces, the
Wissenschaft des Judentums attempted
to instill pride in Jewish youth through the
revival of Jewish literature and Jewish
nationalism. They also strove to prove the
rootedness of the Jews in the places of
their dispersion. These Jews wanted to
be regarded as an organic part of their
societies and show that Jews had made
positive contributions to the general cul-
ture. In keeping with this Wissenschaft
goal, Lewin published works on the Jew-
ish soldiers of the German state, Jewish
physicians in Greater Poland,11 and listed

the names of Jewish university graduates.
He also gathered documents which would
demonstrate Jewish presence in Europe
from the Middle Ages onward.

Part of the program of Zunz and Geiger
was to attain faculty positions at German
universities in Jewish Studies. Failing
that, they were more successful in
encouraging the establishment of rabbini-
cal seminaries and schools of higher Jew-
ish learning which would combine a deep
understanding of Jewish sources with the
new Wissenschaft outlook. The founding
of Frankel’s Jüdisch-theologisches Semi-
nar in Breslau in 1854, at which Lewin
taught some courses in the 1930s, soon
encouraged others to establish their own
similar institutions. In 1870 Geiger found-
ed his Hochschule, and Hildesheimer’s
Rabbinical Seminary (1873) was the
or thodox version which Louis Lewin
attended. Jews’ College was established
in 1856 in London, and Lewin’s son,
Daniel, later graduated from there.

Lewin’s social and familial life was also
connected with the Wissenschaft. Morris
Alexander, whose mother (Flora Lewin
Alexander) was a sister to Louis Lewin’s
grandfather, emigrated from Poland to
South Africa, then studied law at Cam-
bridge. While in Cambridge, he met Ruth,
the daughter of Solomon Schechter (1847-
1915), whom he married. Schechter later
came to head the Jewish Theological Sem-
inary of America, another institution which,
along the lines of the Wissenschaft, orga-
nized a huge Judaica library and exten-
sively collected manuscripts. Schechter is
also famous for his having brought most of
the Cairo Genizah to Cambridge and New
York, a source of much new research for
the Wissenschaft scholars.

In addition to the founding of institutions
sharing the goals of the “science of
Judaism,” the founders of the movement
generated independent societies such as
the Gesellschaft zur Förderung der Wis-
senschaft des Judentums, which was to
publish reference books. A form letter
from Berlin, dated Feb. 19, 1915, from this
society was among the ephemera that
Lewin recycled to write his notes (MS.
124). Louis Lewin himself “founded soci-
eties for expanding the knowledge of Jew-
ish history and literature” (Lewin, 1993, p.
14). Another goal, which was amply real-
ized, was the proliferation of periodicals
devoted to the Wissenschaft in Hebrew
and the European languages.

With such connections with the Wis-

senschaft personalities, both personally
and professionally, Lewin was very much
a product of the movement. Since Wis-
senschaft scholars could not pursue their
interests as university professors (until the
founding of the Hebrew University in
1925), many were rabbis or teachers.
Lewin took the rabbinical path, which
combined talmudic studies with a college
education and a Ph.D. from a German
university. By the mid-nineteenth century
in Germany, the rabbinate had already
been transformed from the medieval
model of an exclusively-yeshiva educated
sage responsible for communal standards
of Jewish law to the modern rabbinate of
secularly educated men who delivered
sermons in German, taught the older chil-
dren, and involved themselves in all com-
munity organizations (Schorsch, 1994, pp.
9-50). Louis Lewin not only attained all
these goals, but as a full-time rabbi and
community leader, he also pursued his
life-long interest in research on the history
of the Jewish people and Judaism.

Lewin’s first rabbinical position was at the
Bet ha-Midrash of Hohenzalza (Inowra-
zlaw, Posen). He moved on to Pinne in
1897, to Kempen in 1905, both in the
province of Posen, and in 1920 to Kat-
towitz in Upper Silesia, where he served a
congregation of 3000 people. However, in
1925 this territory became part of the Pol-
ish state, and Lewin, wary of the future of
Jewish l ife there especially after he
received antisemitic death threats, relo-
cated to Breslau where he remained until
1939. He headed a boarding school in
Breslau (1925-1937), and served as the
rabbi of the Abraham Mugdan Synagogue
until 1939 [Fig. 1]. In the 1930s Lewin
also gave shiurim (lectures in Jewish
studies) at the Mahzike Torah Society, and
he taught Talmud at the Jewish Theologi-
cal  Seminary of Breslau.

At the Jewish Museum in Breslau, he
advised on acquisitions and wrote catalog
descriptions for the collections. One of the
manuscripts for which Lewin wrote a cata-
log entry—as part of an exhibition in 1929
(Katalog, 1929, p. 116, entry #500)—was
a Yizkor and prayer book of a society in
Breslau, dedicated in 1802 or 1803 by
Moshe Segal as a memorial to his par-
ents. However, it was actually completed,
according to the colophon, by the scribe
and artist Binyamin Zeev ben Elyakim
Getsel Kats, also known as Wolf Jacob of
Kempen, in 1765. This manuscript is in
the Lewin collection at Yeshiva. In addi-
tion to the illustrations of Moses, Aaron,
and Jerusalem on the title page, the
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clouds conceal tiny representations of
cherubs who become a much more
prominent motif in the lavishly illustrated
pages [Fig. 2]. Lewin observed this and
pointed out in his description that it was
highly unusual to see this kind of illustra-
tion in a synagogue prayer book [Fig. 3].

Unlike many other rabbis, Lewin never
published his sermons or addresses,12
some of which remain in manuscript form
in the Lewin collection. Rather, he spent
his spare time gathering materials and
writing books on the histories of Jewish
communities, mostly in Posen and
Silesia.13 He was very prolific in the
early part of this century, writing on the
Jews of Pinne (1903) and Lissa (Leszno)
(1904) in Poland, the Synod of the Four
Lands (1905), and Jewish immigration
into Polish ghettoes (1907), just to name
a few of his works. In addition to full-
length books, he authored many articles
for encyclopedias and journals. He was a
consultant to the editorial board of the
Monatsschrift and wrote for the Jewish
Encyclopedia (1901-1906), one of the first
fruits of the Wissenschaft’s desire to pro-
vide high quality reference books encom-
passing all of Jewish life and to make use
of the collaborative efforts of scholars
from many countries.

By glancing at his collection, we can gain
an idea of how Louis Lewin conducted his
research. Lewin filled many boxes or fold-
ers with historical source material on par-
ticular places. Material from Kempen
includes a diary by Gottlieb Ginsberg of
Kempen, a Reise-Pass (passport) granted
to Ginsberg in Prussia, dated 1865 [Fig.
4], and a Mohel’s record book from Bres-
lau recording 251 circumcisions per-
formed by Benjamin Moritz of Kempen
between 1884 and 1902 [Fig. 5]. This
Mohel book is bound together with Sod
ha-Shem and its commentary, entitled
Sharvit ha-Zahav, by David Lida (d.
1696). The printed pages end with the
laws of circumcision and continue imme-
diately with the Mohel’s handwritten list. It
was Zunz’s conception of research that
mandated the collection of official docu-
ments, community registers, and other
sources of data on contemporary Jews.

Letters in Lewin’s files from the editor of
the History Section of the Encyclopaedia
Judaica of Berlin, also known as the
Entsiklopedyah Yisre‘elit, ask Lewin to write
several articles for the Encyclopaedia,
including one on Kempen. The Ency-
clopaedia began in 1928 and had proceed-
ed as far as the letter “L” by 1934, when it

ceased publication. Lewin’s article on Kem-
pen had appeared in Volume 9 in 1932.14

Other scholarly figures regularly wrote to
Lewin, almost always mentioning his publi-
cations. Jacob Rader Marcus, professor at
HUC, Cincinnati, stated in a 1939 commu-
nication that he found Lewin’s work on
Lissa and articles in the Monatsschrift very
valuable for his own work on German Jew-
ish community life in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries [Fig. 6]. Alexander
Marx, Librarian at JTS, wrote in 1927 to
request copies of Louis Lewin’s books on
Pinne, Kalisz, the Synod of the Four
Lands, and Polish ghettoes. Other corre-
spondence includes letters from Majer Bal-
aban, Marcus Brann, Guido Kisch, Azriel
Hildesheimer, Shimon Dubnow, and many
others in a file that includes both letters (in
German, Hebrew, or English) and numer-
ous postcards. The Wissenschaft des
Judentums also carried as one of its objec-
tives the sharing of knowledge and collec-
tive collaboration of scholars. Louis Lewin’s
knowledge and collections were at the dis-
posal of all researchers (Lewin, 1993, p.
23). He received many postcards from
informants and from scholars who request-
ed bibliographical or genealogical informa-
tion. Most of these men were rabbis or had
strong Jewish backgrounds combined with
the modern study of Jewish civilization.

On a personal note, there is a letter from J.
H. Hertz, Chief Rabbi in London, writtten to
Daniel Lewin in 1936. Apparently, the
Lewin family was already trying to get out
of Germany and, according to this letter,
Daniel was hoping to find a position in Lon-
don. Eventually, Daniel escaped the Nazi
regime in 1939 thanks to his admission to
Jews’ College. Two letters regarding his
acceptance, September 21, 1936, and a
subsequent letter of February 4, 1937 from
Dr. Duschinsky, informing Daniel Lewin that
his application had passed the committee,
are also found in a box of correspondence
in the Lewin collection.

Lewin also was able to collect correspon-
dence from some of the most famous rab-
bis of the day, responsa, and records of
rabbinic courts, as well as records per-
taining to all types of Jewish societies
such as the îevra Kadisha [Fig. 7], chari-
table organizations, trade unions, and
study groups. One Hevra Kadisha, that of
Dreznitz (Strassnitz), set forth its goals in
a lengthy poem on the decorative title
page of its records (MS. 90).

In early 1939, Lewin was able to leave
Europe and settle in Bene Berak where

he continued to study and write. The valu-
able archives went with his son, Daniel, to
London. Louis Lewin died on December
22, 1941 and was buried in Tel Aviv.

Lewin’s published works are based on the
materials he collected from many sources
over almost half a century. His research
was not conducted solely in libraries and
archives, but he often used their
resources to collect the historical materi-
als himself into his own private archives.
He amassed Jewish community records,
such as corporate minutes and financial
statements of the Gemeinde of Strassnitz,
now in the Czech Republic, for the years
1859-1879 (MS. 87), and a register book
of the seats in the synagogue of Strass-
nitz, for the years 1820-1894, in two vol-
umes, one for men and one for women
(MS. 305-306); lists of births, marriages,
and divorce records of the members of
the synagogue in Zerkowe, Poland from
the first half of the nineteenth century
(MS. 100). These records are fair ly
detailed. For example, the marriage reg-
ister lists the date of marriage, occupation
of the husband, names of the spouses,
their parents, and the witnesses. The list
of divorces gives the dates of civil and
religious divorce and the location of the
get (divorce document).

True to Zunz’s principle of collecting such
sources, Lewin also took an interest in
family genealogies, cemetery lists, and
epitaphs copied from tombstones, espe-
cially when they were reflective of his own
genealogy. Lewin had some hand-drawn
family trees of the Fraenkel family in his
collection. His mother, Meta, came from
the family of Rabbi Dr. Daniel Fraenkel
(1822-1890) and his wife Dr. Julie Rosen-
stein Fraenkel. One of their children,
Rahel, was the mother of Ernst Daniel
Goldschmidt. Julie’s father, Elchanan
Rosenstein, renowned rabbi of Berlin,
married twice. His second wife was relat-
ed to Akiva Eger. Eger is mentioned in a
special prayer for his Yahrzeit in the yizkor
book of the Hevrat ha-Shas in Berlin,
1856 [Fig. 8]. The Fraenkels were related
to the families of Mirels, Sofer-Schreiber,
Spiro and Teomim. A family tree of the
Teomim-Fraenkel family is very large and
made up of sheets pasted together to
measure 52 cm. It starts with an ancestor,
Moses Ahron Leml Teomim who died in
1608 [Fig. 9], and includes seven epi-
taphs from tombstones in Nikolsburg
[Fig. 10].

Lewin’s archives contain numerous other
transcriptions of gravestones and, where

Judaica Librarianship Vol. 11 No. 1-2 Winter 2002 - Spring 2003 9



epitaphs could not be copied, he accumu-
lated lists of graves by row in the cemeter-
ies of different cities of Europe. This box
also includes material on the history of
families in various German cities such as
Berlin, Hamburg, and Breslau, mentioning
events between 1580 and 1936. Among
the family trees are those of the Teomim-
Fraenkels, Fr iedmanns, Kohns, and
Gumperts. There is an 18-leaf typescript
record of the Ballin family whose mem-
bers are mentioned in the memoirs of
Glückel of Hameln.15

As an orthodox rabbi, Louis Lewin did not
neglect works that illustrate the history of
Judaism. Boxes are replete with liturgical
collections, megillot, prayers composed
for special occasions, amulets [Fig. 11],
and sermons. One box, with contents
ranging from the eighteenth to the twenti-
eth century, contains, for example,
shiviti16 plaques appearing as large signs
or as small cards on vellum, prayers for
various occasions, some of a kabbalistic
nature, memorial prayers, tehinot (private
supplications) in Yiddish, a prayer for
those suffering from cholera (called in
Hebrew “kol ha-ra,” a play on the word
“cholera,” meaning “all the evil”), lists of
angels, and a prayer for livelihood.

Some of these manuscripts came from
genizot,17 attics, and storage rooms and
were probably donated by the owners.
Such might be the case for the ketubbah
(marriage contract) on parchment from
the city of Schwerin dated Marheshvan
1775 [Fig. 12] and the get (divorce docu-
ment) from Vienna, 1932 [Fig. 13]. Some
documents were originals [Fig. 14], and
others Lewin copied by hand. Certainly
he saved them from oblivion or burial in
the cemetery. Other records he derived
by laboriously copying them from non-
Jewish repositories in state or municipal
archives. Not only are these documents
precious for their historical value, but they
are unique survivors of the devastation of
World War II. Indeed, the records of these
communities in Poland and Germany dis-
appeared, and even the communities
themselves no longer exist (Klau Library,
p. 1). All that now exists are the copies
that Louis Lewin preserved.

A manuscript which survived in this way is
the list of Jews massacred, beginning in
1096, in various European communities
including Cologne, Blois, Worms,
Würzburg, Vienna, Troyes, Speier, and
many others. This manuscript was copied
in the nineteenth century from an earlier

composition and preserved by Louis
Lewin.

The survival of Lewin’s own books from
the Nazi era was due to their distribution
outside Germany. His volumes on Jewish
history were burned in 1938 by the Nazis
(Interview, Eva Lewis). Some survived in
the universities of Breslau and Berlin, but
the Nazis were especially eager to destroy
the book Lewin published on the contribu-
tion of Jewish soldiers to Germany.18

The eclectic nature of the Lewin collec-
tion gives it an extremely wide range of
subject matter. For example, in it can be
found a Hebrew treatise on the nature of
diseases, mostly about cholera, by a
nineteenth-century Jewish physician [Fig.
15]. The treatise recommends refraining
from excessive indulgence in material
pleasures to avoid disease. Yet this med-
ical author also notes that cholera prolif-
erates after wars, and in this regard,
mentions the War of Schleswig-Holstein
of 1864 and the Franco-Prussian War of
1870-1871.

Another surprise benefit of this collection
are the ephemera such as flyers, notices,
correspondence, etc., which were pre-
served just incidentally. For example, a
list of the deceased of Trebnitz in Silesia,
1863, is written on the back of an order
form for lulavim, etrogim, and hadassim
from a bookseller in Frankfurt am Main.
Material on the history of the Jewish com-
munity of Kempen was copied by Lewin
on the backs of form letters from various
institutions such as the War-Orphans
Fund of Agudath Israel (1916) or Schaare
Zedek Hospital in Jerusalem (1916).
These ephemera were not collected sys-
tematically, even by Lewin.

Further topics include Jewish literature
such as poetry, liturgical compositions
and songs, course notes from various
professors, Hebrew language, including a
list of Hebrew abbreviations, perhaps
compiled for personal use, or perhaps the
core of a publication [Fig. 16], and rules
of Hebrew grammar.

Benzion Dinur has schematized the Wis-
senschaft des Judentums into four periods
or generations (EJ 16, col. 583). The
founding, first generation, Zunz, Geiger,
etc., inaugurated the movement before
Louis Lewin’s time. Lewin himself spanned
the second, third, and fourth generations
of the Wissenschaft des Judentums. The
second generation, 1854-1896, as charac-

terized by Dinur, concentrated on the cur-
ricula of the rabbinical seminaries, the
publication of local histories, and the pro-
duction of critical editions of manuscripts.
Lewin taught at the Breslau seminary and
certainly excelled in the production of local
community histories, sometimes publish-
ing one per year. And the third generation,
1896-1925, consolidated their gains in the
monumental reference works such as the
Jewish Encyclopedia and the Encyclopae-
dia Judaica of Berlin, both of which fea-
tured articles by Lewin. This period closed
with the establishment of the Hebrew Uni-
versity and the founding of YIVO, both in
1925. Widening research interests, for
example, in Hebrew literature, the archae-
ology of the Land of Israel, and Yiddish lit-
erature, opened up new vistas. Dinur
delineates this as the point at which “Juda-
ic studies ... replaced the ‘Science of
Judaism’” (EJ 16, col. 583). The fourth
generation, beginning in 1925, saw the
rise of what we call today Judaic Studies.

Ismar Schorsch states that “the turn to his-
tory reshaped the Jewish mind and the
Wissenschaft movement proved to be
German Jewry’s most far-reaching legacy.
No intellectual history of the Jews in the
modern period can be written without the
Science of Judaism as its centerpiece”
(Schorsch, 1994, p. 1). In Europe the Wis-
senschaft disappeared, and its traces
were also almost annihilated with the Jews
of Europe. This rich legacy lives on, how-
ever, in scholarship produced by subse-
quent generations of researchers, for
whom the Louis Lewin collection includes
much material of great intellectual and his-
torical value.
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Notes

1 Interview with Eva Lewis, November 13,
2001. Isaac Lewin, born in Poland, was
ordained as a rabbi in 1935 and earned a
doctor of laws degree from the University
of Vilnius in 1937. He emigrated to the
U.S. in 1941, headed the Yeshiva Univer-
sity High School for Girls from 1948 and
taught at the Bernard Revel Graduate
School of Jewish Studies. He was a pro-
lific writer in five languages and well
known for his work in international Jewish
rescue and relief organizations. It cannot
be established that he was a relative of
Louis Lewin’s.

2 HUC-JIR has 14 boxes of historical
material, mostly arranged by parts of
Poland or Germany with which they deal,
in the collection marked MS. Acq. 1982-5.

3 The Central Archives is located at 46
Jabotinsky Street, opposite the Presi-
dent’s residence; postal address: P.O.B.
1149, Jerusalem 91010, Israel.

4 There is no collection level description
or finding aid to the collection. Each man-
uscript is described individually in full with
its own subject headings. Each record
lists the MS. no. and the Lewin no.
assigned previously and linked to the cat-
alog at the Central Archives in Jerusalem.

5 Log on to www.yu.edu/Libraries and
click on “YULIS catalog.”

6 Shuly Rubin Schwartz’s The Emer-
gence of Jewish Scholarship in America
describes the milieu of the Wissenschaft
but concentrates on the American scene.

7 Known as the Rabbiner-Seminar für das
Orthodoxe Judenthum (see Lauterbach,
JE 10, pp. 297-298).

8 R. Simon b. Jochai, ein historisches
Zeitbild (diss. 1892), published as Rabbi
Simon bar Jochai, ein historisches Zeit-
bild aus dem zweiten nachchristlichen
Jahrhundert (Frankfurt a. Main, 1893).

9 A copy of the thesis was donated to the
Museum of Jewish Heritage by Eva
Lewis, his granddaughter.

10 Lewin attended Steinschneider’s lec-
tures at the Veitel-Heine-Ephraimsche
Lehranstalt where Steinschneider taught
for 48 years.

11 “Jüdische Aerzte in Grosspolen” in
Jahrbuch der Jüdisch-Literar ischen
Gesellschaft 9, 1911 (Frankfurt a. M.: J.
Kauffmann, 1912) pp. 367-420.

12 The one exception was a eulogy which
the family of the deceased had published
(Lewin, 1968, p. 2).

13 A full list appears in Kiryat Sefer 19
(1943), pp. 114-116 by Y. Heilprin under
the title Hibure Yehudah Levin le-korot ha-
Yehudim be-Polin ve-Shlezyah [Works of
Louis Lewin on the History of the Jews in
Poland and Silesia].

14 EJ (Berlin: Verlag Eschkol, 1932), pp.
1132-1133.

15 This typescript, MS. 406, is a family
genealogy beginning in the 18th century.
There is no mention, however, of the
ancestry of Albert Ballin (1857-1918), the
famous shipping magnate.

16 Votive plaques or signs often inscribed
with the verse from Ps. 16:8, “I have set
the Lord always before me,” sometimes
decorative and mounted on the wall in
prayer areas.

17 Storage rooms for no longer usable
materials written in the holy language.

18 MS. 495 deals with information on
Jewish soldiers who served in the Pruss-
ian and German armies, going back to
1813, gathered by Louis Lewin. It includes
newspaper clippings and some corre-
spondence with the Reichsbund Jüdisch-
er Frontsoldaten in Berlin in the 1930s.
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Figure 1, MS. 214 Yahrzeit list, between 1908 and 1916. Sample page of the Yizkor book of the Abraham Mugdan Synagogue,
Breslau. Louis Lewin served as rabbi there from 1925 to 1939. The page is headed by the Hebrew month with the day of the
month on which the Yahrzeit falls to the right of the name.
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Figure 2, MS. 85A Prayer book, Breslau, dedicated in 1802 or 1803. Title page of a Yizkor and prayer book of a society in Bres-
lau, illusrated in black and white. Above the figures of Aaron and Moses, tiny cherubs play in the clouds.
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Figure 3, MS, 85B Prayer book, Breslau, dedicated in 1802 or 1803. Prayer for the government on the lower right. An angelic
figure holds a wreath over the royal eagle who grasps a banner reading “Prayer for the Monarchy.”The text beside the illustra-
tion is the prayer for the king, the crown holding the place in which the name of the king is to be supplied
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Figure 4, MS. 366 Reise-Pass, 1865. Amongst the private papers of Gottlieb Ginsberg is this Prussian passport issued to him
on August 21, 1865. In lieu of a picture, it catalogs his physical description.
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Figure 5, MS. 155 Mohel book, 1884-1902. First page from the Mohel book of Benjamin Moritz of Kempen (Kepno, Poland)
which lists 251 circumcisions performed between 1884 and 1902. The records detail the exact procedures performed on each
baby.
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Figure 7, MS. 275 Prayer book of the Hevra Kadisha of Ostrowo, 19th cent. Prayers for the Hevra Kadisha of Ostrowo Wielko-
poski, Poland.The volume belonged to the gabbai of the Hevra Kadisha, Boaz Frankel.

Figure 6, MS. 326 Letter of J.R. Marcus, 1939. A sample of the vast number of communications with other scholars found in
the Lewin collection. This letter is from Jacob Rader Marcus of Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, dated March 20, 1939 to
Lewin in Breslau.
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Figure 8, MS. 356 Kuntres Hevrat ha-Shas, Berlin, 1856. Among those mentioned in the lists of Yahrzeits is Rabbi Akiva Eger, a
distant relative on Lewin’s mother’s side.
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Figure 9, MS. 406A Genealogical chart, between 1900 and 1936. Top section of the genealogical chart of the Teomin-Fraenkel
family to whom Lewin was related. It is composed of seven sheets of paper pasted together to measure 52 x 84 cm. The first
ancestor recorded died in 1608.
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Figure 10, MS. 406B Genealogical chart, between 1900 and 1936. The bottom half of the genealogical chart includes epitaphs
of the Bachrach family from the cemetery of Nikolsburg. Not only are the inscriptions faithfully copied, but the shapes of the
stones are also reproduced here.
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Figure 11, MS. 670. Amulet, ca.1870. A photograph of a 19th century amulet in the shape of a Magen David.
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Figure 12, MS. 268A Ketubbah, 1775. Aramaic marriage document from Schwerin, dated 8 Marheshvan 5536, between the
groom, Nehemiah ben Yehudah Leyb, and his bride, Eshter bat Yosef, signed by two witnesses.
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Figure 13, MS. 268B Get, 1932. Handwritten divorce document from Vienna with witnesses’ signatures.
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Figure 14, MS. 315 List of Torah readings, early 20th cent. A list of Torah readings of the triennial cycle for the Parshiyot
Bereshit and Noah in use in the Neue Synagoge of Breslau.
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Figure 15, MS. 199 Treatise on cholera, 19th cent. Page from a treatise on diseases, mostly cholera and smallpox, by a
physician.
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Figure 16, MS. 527 List of abbreviations, early 20th cent. A list of Hebrew abbreviations and their explanations compiled by
Louis Lewin from various printed sources.
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