
Judaica Librarianship

Volume 10 Number 1–2 41-43

5-1-2000

Epistle from Israel (2000)
Yaakov Aronson
Bar Ilan University, Yaakov.Aronson@biu.ac.il

Follow this and additional works at: http://ajlpublishing.org/jl

Part of the Bilingual, Multilingual, and Multicultural Education Commons, Information Literacy
Commons, Jewish Studies Commons, and the Reading and Language Commons

Recommended Citation
Aronson, Yaakov. 2000. "Epistle from Israel (2000)." Judaica Librarianship 10: 41-43. doi:10.14263/2330-2976.1152.

http://ajlpublishing.org/jl?utm_source=ajlpublishing.org%2Fjl%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://ajlpublishing.org/jl/vol10?utm_source=ajlpublishing.org%2Fjl%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://ajlpublishing.org/jl/vol10/iss1/13?utm_source=ajlpublishing.org%2Fjl%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://ajlpublishing.org/jl?utm_source=ajlpublishing.org%2Fjl%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/785?utm_source=ajlpublishing.org%2Fjl%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1243?utm_source=ajlpublishing.org%2Fjl%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1243?utm_source=ajlpublishing.org%2Fjl%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/479?utm_source=ajlpublishing.org%2Fjl%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1037?utm_source=ajlpublishing.org%2Fjl%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://dx.doi.org/10.14263/2330-2976.1152


EPISTLE FROM ISRAEL 

March 1996 dealt with חA study day held i 
-cluded lec חd i חver Haggadah, a סthe Pass 
-uscript Hag חMa חs i חסlllustrati חס:tures 
 gadahs, by Dr. Bracha Yaח ivס f Bar-llaח

r the Seder, by סial Art f חסiversity; Cerem חU 
f the Jewish Museum חסf. Vivian Man סPr 

f סgraphy סa bibli חסe חסd חrk; a סNew Y חi 
late חbe published i סt (expected t סhagad 
 based ,(1996חס JNUL's Bibliס graphic Prס

, r סject's direct סject, presented by the Pr 
be סally scheduled t חv. [Origi סYitzhak Yudl 

-gra סpublished in Summer 1996, the bibli 
 phy, cחס tainiח g 4715 eח tries, appeared iח

rld סwith the W חctio חconju חAugust 1997, i 
]. gress of Jewish Studies חסC 

1996 May חsing the year's programs i סCl 
was a study day held at the Rambam 

-icipal Library Sys חLibrary, the Tel Aviv Mu 
tral Torah library. This year is the חtem's ce 

, g חdi 60חth anniversary of the library's fou 
t was marked by a special חand the eve 

, ded by Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau חing atte חeve 
-azi Chief Rabbi of lsrael. The pro חAshke 
-tor חcluded a group of lectures, a ca חgram i 
 ial preseח tatio,ח aח d the opeח iח g of aח

u li sha 'are sefer /:ו titled Pit חe חexhibitio 
", for Me the Title Pages of Books חOpe "( 

slated from the Hebrew). This is חroughly tra 
for me חa play on the biblical verse, "Ope 

the gates [the Hebrew word sha'ar also 
-means title page of a book] of righteous 

.) 1996 ", ess" (Psalms 118:19) ("Midor ledor ח

, At the study day, Rabbi Avishai Elboim 
d a חDirector of the Rambam Library a 

member of the executive board of the 
 Judaica Librariaח s' Group, preseח ted aח

illustrated lecture on title pages of Hebrew 
ur of סa t חסbooks, and led the participants 

Other lectures ח.the anniversary exhibitio 
of Scholarly חtributio חincluded: The Co 

of Early חProofreaders to the Productio 
ted Hebrew Texts, by Prof. Ya'akov חPri 

-of the Talmud Depart חSpiegel, Chairma 
f סr סiversity and auth חt at Bar-llan U חme 
-tly published Chapters in the His חthe rece 

tory of the Jewish Book: Scholars and 
 Their Annotations (Spiegel, 1996); aח d aח

about the search for חtatio חillustrated prese 
genizot חks (primarily i ססlost" Hebrew b " 

, feld חse סshe R סrld), by M סd the w חu סar 
such searches חgaged i חe חwho has bee 

. y years חfor ma 

Ya'akov Aronson 
Bar-1/an University 
Ramat-Gan, lsrael 

cken סist Archives, the Sch חסthe Central Zi 
. stitute itself חd the Ben Zvi l חstitute, a חl 

cluded with חurse co סof the c חEach sessio 
ur. Visits were made to facilities such סa t 

ist Archives, the Yad חtral Zio חas the Ce 
, stitute חZvi l חd the Be חVashem Archive, a 
 aח d tס sites aח dח eighbס rhoס ds iח

Wall חg the Wester חJerusalem, includi 
 excavatiחס s, Rehavia, aח d Nahlaot. Aח
-the First Tem חסחסtati חaudiovisual prese 

. urse סthe c חcluded i חple was also i 

rk סg in the same framew חther offeri סחA 
-ic materi חf rabbi סg חdealt with the catalogi 
, tenberg סR סm סby Rabbi Shl חals. Give 

d חn a סof the Hebrew Classificati חChairma 
-t at Bar-llan Univer חg Departme חCatalogi 

tral Library, the חsity's Wurzweiler Ce 
-sisted of 10 three-hour ses חcourse co 
-iver חm u סts came fr חd participa חs, a חסsi 
, v, public סsity, college, yeshiva, Beit Ya'ak 

the Jerusalem חary libraries i חand semi 
. d Tel Aviv areas חa 

d the Judaica סg this peri חduri ח,additio חl 
e-day חסther סsored חסup sp סs' Gr חLibraria 

-u חpics. A Ja סselected t חסns סstudy sessi 
-gram dealt with Judaica pub סary 1996 pr 

f the Jewish ס, v סlishers. Yitzhak Yudl 
,) iversity Library (JNUL חal and U חNatio 
f סry סed the day with a brief hist חope 

tatives of חd represe חg, a חHebrew publishi 
-sti חiversities, research i חm u סpublishers fr 

r talked סmmercial sect סd the c חtutes, a 
Prof. Menachem ס,rk. Als סut their w סab 

iversity's Bible חU חof Bar-lla ח,Cohe 
rk of the סt, described the w חDepartme 

f the חססew editi חg the חteam produci 
 Mikraס' t Gedס lot basedחס the Aleppס maח

uscript (Keter Aram Tsova). This work 
-1992 with the publica חg i חappeari חbega 

shua and סg J חi חtai חf the volume co חסtio 
Judges. Other volumes that have appeared 

1-11 gs חto date are Samuel 1-11 (1993); Ki 
.) 1996 ( d lsaiah 1995ח); a ( 

-was also made by a repre חtatio חA prese 
tative of the publisher CDI, which has חse 
duced the CD-ROM A Bibliography of סpr 

-the Hebrew Book-1473-1960 (Bibliogra 
k, 1994). [A lengthy סphy of the Hebrew Bo 

, hn סarticle about the project, by Roger K 
]. will appear in the next issue.-Ed 
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Abstract: Activities of the Judaica 
Librarians' Group, the Jewish National 

iversity Library, and other חd U חa 
Judaica libraries in lsrael during 
1995-1996 are surveyed. Also, lsraeli 
World Wide Web sites with important 
information for Judaica librarians, and 
new Judaica publications of special 

. importance to libraries are described 

May 1996 

(Updated August 1997) 

Judaica Librarians' Group 

rk סwide w חסati 1993-1996ח the חA clause i 
go סf lsrael t סt has caused all חagreeme 

tract חhappy." The co ח-g-educatio חui חti חסc " 
t for חcreme חt salary i חifica חts a sig חgra 

rkers who complete 400 hours of study סw 
urses סc חסg educati חui חved conti סappr חi 

-every sec חs i חסizati חrga ס, d, as a result חa 
my have set up such סחסf the ec סr סt 

g to provide its members חcourses. Desiri 
r סurses that will help them qualify f סwith c 
 this beח efit, aח d that are apprס priate tס
' s חtheir specialty, the Judaica Libraria 

iversary of חחup selected the 3,000th a סGr 
red a סd spons חJerusalem as its theme a 

g (1994-1995) 5755ח, comprisi חurse i סc 
various aspects חסe-day sessions חסfive 

-d 20th cen חg the 19th a חof the city duri 
-e-day ses חסal חסturies, and three additi 

5756 (1995-1996), dealing with חs i חסsi 
 " Little-Kח owח Jerusalem," off-the-beate-ח

. track aspects of the city 

vered in סme of the specific subjects c סS 
licy סd British P חist a 5755חס were: Zi 

-wards Jerusalem; Jerusalem's Ultra סT 
gs חi חחity; Begi חOrthodox Jewish Commu 
 of Moderח Archaeס logical Excavatiחס s iח
d חLiterature; a חJerusalem; Jerusalem i 
 Plaחח iח g Jerusalem fס r the Year 2000. lח
f סs 5756חס, lectures dealt with excavati 
-w סJerusalem; The Hall חselected areas i 
; the Bible חf Jerusalem i סf the City סing 
f סd Activities חvies; a סthe M חJerusalem i 
. t חYehuda, a Jerusalem reside חEliezer Be 
-sti חZvi l חged for by the Be חLecturers, arra 
g חm leadi סJerusalem, came fr חtute i 

g the Hebrew חcludi חs, i חlsraeli institutio 
, iversity, Yad Vashem חiversity, Haifa U חU 



ce of Rabbi חda חlibrary merited the atte 
Ovadiah Yosef, former Sephardic Chief 

d Amir חa ,)ח Le-Zio חRabbi of lsrael (Risho 
eral of the Histadrut חPeretz, Secretary Ge 

as well as local religious ח,izatio חlabor orga 
d political figures ("Sifriyah 'a. sh. harug חa 

.) 1996 ", ... ha-malkhut 

 The Meretz lח stitute iח Mevasseret Zio,ח aח
of חdedicated to the educatio חstitutio חi 

teachers for religious schools, was the 
yah חa חt of the library of Rabbi Ha חrecipie 

deceased Chief Rabbi of ח,Yom-Tov Cohe 
ear Haifa. The library is rich ח, Kiryat Bialik 

-y areas of Jew חg to ma חliterature relati חi 
a special חd was placed i חish studies a 

ot-so-usual move, all חa חg room. l חreadi 
-t a thor חderwe חthe library u חthe volumes i 

sferred to חg tra חg before bei חi חough clea 
.) 1995 ", ... stitute ("Sifriyat ha-Rav חthe l 

Databases and Web Sites 

the ח,Brookly חAt its world headquarters i 
t has a חl:fabad Lubavitch Hasidic moveme 

-y rare vol חg ma חcludi חe library, i חvery fi 
-avai/ab/e elsewhere. The Lubav חumes u 
 itch library's catalog has beeח
 computerized, aח d copies have beeח
 exchaח ged with the JNUL aח d the Bar-1/aח

lsrael חtral Library; thus researchers i חCe 
-sult the catalog of this rich col חw co חסחca 

Krevsky, 1989-1993). [An artic!e ( חlectio 
about this catalog wi!I appear in the next 

]. issue-Ed 

sa Project has חiversity's Respo חU חBar-lla 
4.0 of its CD-ROM database חissued versio 

 ) Bar-1/aח Uח iversity, 1995). To this editioח
e volumes of חi חadded חhave bee 

 respoח sa; the Tosefta (Liebermaח editioח
-s for which it exists, com חof the sectio 

the ;)ח del editio חpleted by the Zuckerma 
; umber of Midrashim חor Tractates; a חMi 

tary [by Joseph חd the Bet Yosef comme חa 
Asher], p/us חthe Tur[by Jacob be חס] Caro 

ic חglish of selected rabbi חE חbiographies i 
e of the project חgi חfigures. The search e 

w a search סחimproved, so that חhas bee 
 for a term caח be made simultaח eס usly iח

display has חmultiple databases; the scree 
-um חview a חe ca חס: ced חha חe חbee סals 

. rks side by side סf w סber 

 Aח ew editioחס f Orf)ot Hayim, by Aaroח
lived at סel, wh חf Lu חסhe סb haK סJac חbe 

d the first half חtury a חf the 13th ce סd חthe e 
-tly (Ha חtury, appeared rece חf the 14th ce ס

ewly edited by the 1996ח). lt was ח,he סK 
stitute, a חrah l סT חסf the Or Etsi סstaff 

ear חYeshiva חסf the Or Etsi סch חbra 
 Ashkel,חס aח d published by the lח stitute iח
. Yerushalayim חסwith Mach חסcti חju חco 

duce סpr סse is t סse purp סstitute, wh חThe l 
, s of classical Judaic texts חaccurate editio 
f סrks סf the w סs חסg editi חw prepari סחis 

f סver סside back c חthe i חסduced סRepr 
-m סC חסd חסm the L סthe issue is a letter fr 

m Bokhara, dated סmittee of the Jews fr 
 December 1935. The letter asks fס r help iח
 saviח g 4,000 Jews whס fled Turkestaח
-d reli חa חlitical persecutio סbecause of "p 

r, "The סThe letter's auth חס."ppressi סus סgi 
", Very Rev. Haham, Dr. M[oses] Gaster 
 gס esחס tס state that "they were allס wed tס
-di חסthe c חחסista חd Afgha חter Persia a חe 
a חtries withi חu סthat they left these c חסti 
-es וed this חspecific time. The East has /ear 
g חteresti חther i סחm the West." A סfr חסs 

claims that "it is סthe letter pr חt i חstateme 
the first time that Sephardi Jews have ever 

am sure it will be the last ו. appeal חmade a 
t סחal. lt is חסr it is quite excepti סtime, f 

". likely ever to be repeated 

Other Judaica Libraries 

f small Judaica libraries have סumber חA 
f סry סmem חestablished i חtly bee חrece 

the סately fell victim t חrtu סf חu סple wh סpe 
. the Middle East חi חסlitica/ situati סse p חte 
-d חt spe חstude חAmerica חw, a סAlisa Flat 
/ Apri חlsrael, was killed i חg the year i חi 
 i 1995ח a terrס rist attack at Kfar Darס m, iח
 the Gush Katif Area. Her pareח ts agreed tס

ts חpatie סs t חf her vital orga חסatio חסthe d 
", ... t חspla חts ("Tra חspla חg tra חawaiti 

r Alisa's סחסh 1995ס). Later, they decided t 
g חe bei חס, f ways סumber חa חry i סmem 

f a 1995 ,ס September חt, i חthe establishme 
West High סJudaica Library at the Metr 

rted by סl supp סa, a scho חa חRa'a חol i סSch 
 the Metrס West Jewish cס mmuח ity iח

New Jersey ("Sifriyah חi חw סme t סAlisa's h 
.) 1995 ", ... le-yahadut 

fell while סgel, wh סshe F סf M סThe family 
the חסrces סse F חthe lsrael Defe חg i חservi 

f rare חססllecti סal, established a c חSuez Ca 
display חסtly חe חt, which is perma סhagad 

r Literary סstitute f חl חat the Haberma 
re סLod. Each year bef חResearch, i 

, she's birthday סf M חססver, the seas סPass 
; g exhibit חmes a traveli סbec חסl/ecti סthe c 
 iח it was se 1996ח t tס the Kaduri Schסס l iח

wer Galilee, where it was viewed by סthe l 
-l סf the c חססts. Exhibiti חf stude סdreds חhu 
-a חסus d סumer חחhas resulted i חסlecti 

purchase סused t חs, which have bee חסti 
 additiחס al hagadס t fס r the cס llectiחס

.) 1996 ", ... Osef "( 

ese חf the Leba סAlbert Eliya, Secretary 
g the 1970s, was חity duri חmmu סJewish C 

m סever heard fr חd 1974ח a חapped i חkid 
ized as a חg 1995ס, he was rec חl ח.agai 

the חd i חt, a חme חver סmartyr by the lsraeli g 
 spriח gס f 1996 his sחס s ,סח w residiח g iח

rth America, established a סd N חpe a סEur 
 library iח his memory at the Rambam Syח

se members are סwh /חס,Ho חgue i סag 
f the חססThe dedicati חסח.m Leba סJews fr 

ן
il ' 

' s חf the Judaica Libraria סThree members 
f Jewish חססciati סded the Ass חup atte סGr 

 Libraries (AJL) Cחס veח tiחס iח Chicago iח
, f the JNUL חס,he סC חe 1995. Susa חJu 

k Award ססce B חreceived the AJL Refere 
: tisemitism חrk, A סlume w סr her three-v סf 

 Aח Aח notated Bibliography (Cס he,ח 1987 (.
-ster ses סducted a p חסc סals חhe סMs. C 
t חthe developme חסחס,ti חve חסat the c חסsi 
-ject at the Vidal Sas סgraphic pr סf the bibli ס
f סr the Study סter f חal Ce חסati חter חl חססs 
, iversity חtisemitism at the Hebrew U חA 
-g publi חi חחher award-wi חwhich resulted i 
-See Ms. Cohen's article on the pro [ חס.cati 

]. ject in this issue.-Ed 

of the Judaica חChairma ח,ffma סGita H 
-f the Read סd Head חup a סs' Gr חLibraria 
-i חU חt at Bar-lla חers' Services Departme 

tral Library, delivered a paper חversity's Ce 
-Bibliog חסg the CD-ROM publicati חcritiqui 
. raphy of the Hebrew Book-1473-1960 

v סwas Ya'ak חסti חve חסg the c חdi חatte סAls 
-i חU חBar-lla ח,iversity Libraria חU חס,s חסAr 

the חסחסchaired the sessi סversity, wh 
llege סf Harvard C סject סg Pr חster lmagi סP 

is חסs חסMr. Ar חס.Library's Judaica Divisi 
al חסati חter חl חr for a סat חrdi ססthe lsraeli c 

whose חס,ti חve חסs' C חJudaica Libraria 
-be deter סhave yet t חסd locati חdate a 
-this capacity, he participated dur חed. l חmi 

f the סg חthe meeti חi חסti חve חסg the c חi 
g חmi סrthc סr the f סmmittee f סg c חi חחpla 

tatives חg with represe חסal חס,ti חve חco 
 frס m the U.S. aח d Britai.ח

Jewish National and University Library 

dical סf Books & Peop/e, the peri סissue חA 
, t activities of the JNUL חg rece חcoveri 

 appeared iח Juח e 1995. The publicatiחס
-g less fre חappeari חtly bee חhas rece 

d edited as חa חtly, because it is writte חque 
f the סextra task by regular members חa 

creased pressures at חd i חJNUL staff, a 
g much חti סrk have precluded their dev סw 

. l סv חr articles i סe. Maj חtime to the magazi 
ted חf pri חססllecti 9ס describe the JNUL's c 

-rma סf חew i ח; t חparchme חסks ססHebrew b 
, Safed חg press i חti חlsrael Bak's pri חסחסti 
-llec סtly purchased c חm a rece סed fr חglea 

f the Pekidim ve-Amarkalim סf letters חססti 
-d, Amster חly La סf the H סciety (Officers סS 

ed Eretz חחut the pla סab חסrmati סf חdam); i 
the חd i חu סf חס,Heshb חYeshiva i חYarde 

-f the Yid סly) issue חסbably סd pr חfirst (a 
14 Erets Yarden Zhurnal חסdish publicati 
;) 1943 , rk סurna/, New Y סf Jordan J סLand ( 
t חperative agreeme ססf a c סd the details חa 

adsky חVer ו.. d the V חthe JNUL a חbetwee 
 Ceח tral Scieח tific Libraryס f the Ukraiח iaח

g the חwi סKiev, all חces i חf Scie סAcademy 
 JNUL tס micrס film Hebrew maח uscripts iח
-di סthe Academy's library, as well as peri 

the חd i חt fou סחd חKiev a חcals held i 
. JNUL 
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