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 , er's bסס ks. These data eח abled her tס
) mplete סst c סr alm (סmplete סestablish a c 

uld still סks. She c ססf the publisher's b סlist 
r /ibraries. They סmaj חf them i סst סd m חfi 

g the חeeded detai/s regardi חvided סpr 
: terprise חg e חf the publishi סry סal hist חexter 
-um חf titles published, the סgy סl סחסthe chr 

f each סt חf titles per year, the exte סber 
f pages per סumber חf the סterms חissue (i 

,) lumes per title סf v סumber חd חlume a סv 
licy, the סg p חprici חges i חd cha חthe prices a 

g חdi חf bi סd חps used, the ki סg sh חti חpri 
, ally חd, fi חvers) a סr hard c סft סselected (s 

. rs סk distribut ססf b חססthe selecti 

, f the publisher's archives סce חthe abse /ח
-p סthe devel trac סthese details helped t 
-gram, estab סg pr חmor's publishi סf T סt חme 
-ter חf the e סitude חlish a picture of the mag 

the firm's סt חsight i חvide i סd pr חprise, a 
. ces חa חd fi חt a חageme חf ma סblems סpr 
-l סcharts, are f חted i חThese details, prese 
g חalyzi חf tables a סther series סחwed by a סl 

ks by the ססf the published b סt חte חסthe c 
as well חס,ficti חסחd חa חסf ficti סries סcateg 
. s חסslati חd tra חals a חrigi סas Yiddish 

-ter חst i סalysis are m חf this a סThe results 
was חסficti חסt. N חifica חd sig חesting a 

 favס red, with prefereח ce giveח tס 20th-ceח
d חcial a סg with s חs deali חtury publicatio 
g חf the times. A surprisi סmic issues סחסec 
s חסslati חvery that tra סresult was the disc 

rmed 70% of the published material. They סf 
m סrder-fr סg חdi חdesce חderived-i 
. literatures חd Germa חFrench, a ח,Russia 

 Frס m this cחס teח t aח alysis, iח cס mbiח atiחס
, als סf the publisher's g סt חwith the stateme 
. f Ms סat the head סtt סmized by the m סepit 
-Ludewig's title, there emerges a pic ח-KOh 
-use with high aspira סg h חf a pub/ishi סture 
-raise Yiddish pub סse aim was t סs, wh חסti 
-tel חuld satisfy the i סa level that c סg t חlishi 

us סe חra סtemp חסf the c סlectual elite 
 Jewish sס ciety. Tס mס r'sס wners aח d spחס

f סvers סple, true l סrs were idealistic pe סs 
f סgy סl סf the ide סts חYiddish, adhere 

my, with Yiddish as סחסJewish cultural aut 
 its fס uח dati.חס

Reviewed by: 

Dina Abramowicz 
Y/VO lnstitute for Jewish Research 

New York, NY 

 Ms. KOh-ח Ludewig became iח terested iח
-ks dur ססd b חf Jewish libraries a סthe fate 

g the play חcaust after seei סl סg the H חi 
l סb סshua S סGhetto, by lsraeli playwright J 

The play has [ חס).icati חmmu סal c חסpers ( 
 beeח published iח Germaח ) Sס b ס/, 1984 (

f the סe חl, 1989).] O סb סglish (S חE חd i חa 
Kruk, the חthe play is Herma חcharacters i 

left a סLibrary, wh סa Ghett חf the Vil סHead 
re he סgs bef חt writi חrta סther imp סd חdiary a 

. caust סl סf the H סthe last days חperished i 
 ) Kruk's diary was published iח Yiddish iח
-is sched חסslati חglish tra חE חd a 1961ח, a 
-rk, writ סHis w חסס.)be published s סuled t 

d tragic death became the subject חgs, a חi 
lumes סv חf Ludewig's studies, published i ס

". rische Reihe סe hist חf the "Klei 3ס d 2ח a 

caust activities סl סg the pre-H חWhile studyi 
f the סwas the head סKruk, wh חf Herma ס
d the חWarsaw a חsser library i סus Gr סfam 

f סthe state חסus articles סf numer סr סauth 
 Yiddish readership aח d libraries, Ms. KOh-ח
-ur סf a fl סce חvered the existe סLudewig disc 
, d חla סterwar P חi חg Yiddish cultural life i חishi 

ks ססew b חf סdreds חwith a rich press, hu 
-cal cir סus l סumer חd חually, a חחpublished a 
-wever, there was pre סg libraries. H חculati 
f סse suppliers סth חסחסrmati סf חus little i סci 

. uses סg h חt: Yiddish publishi חewspri ח

The TOMOR Publishing House 

-ti חt e חceme חu סחחA 15-page publisher's a 
spekt 1931," issued by the firm סtled "Pr 

a (which חVil חaddress i ח'TOMOR," with a ' 
the YIVO חvered i סLudewig disc ח-Ms. KOh 

f her סt חi סg p חLibrary), became the starti 
left חסtext of the devastati חסthe c /ח. study 

r her "a rare סcaust it became f סby the Hol 
-a message deliv סmparable t סt c חcume סd 
' ttle mail סm a shipwreck by 'b סered fr 

g חt reveali חst]-a small fragme סp חFlasche [ 
-ter חi חg i חle-Yiddish publishi סa larger wh 
f סd ... " (p. 1 ). With the expertise חla סwar P 

Ludewig ח-Ms. KOh ח,a research libraria 
-t, pub חceme חu סחחk a ססtraced the firm's b 
-ur סa j חsiderably later date i חסlished at a c 
-me reviews of the publish סal, as wel/ as s ח

The Study of Jewish Publishing 

ח/ the C ,1948ס mmissiחסחס Eurס peaח _
published a חstructio חסJewish Cultural Rec 

Tentative List of Jewish Publishers of 
Axis-Occupied חJudaica and Hebraica i 

the חd last i חCountries. lt was the fourth a 
". tative Lists חf "Te סn's series סmmissi סC 

se סthe purp ח,Baro סf. Sal סg to Pr חAccordi 
ס f these publicatiחס s was " ... tס give aח
f סd richness חf the scope a סunt סacc 

g the last חpe duri סJewish activities in Eur 
g חti חcume סd חd help i חpre-war years a 
 restitutioח claimsחס behalfס f Eurס peaח

g that חp. 5). Stressi חס,ducti סtr חJewry" (l 
 the list was "still teח tative aח d subject tס
-w סll סmade the f חסs," Prof. Bar חסrrecti סc 
 iח g impס rtaח tס bservati:חס " ... iח cחס trast tס
-f Jewish pub סry סting, the hist חJewish pri 

careful סsubject t חever bee חg has חlishi 
.) 6 . y" (1.c., p חlarly scruti סsch 

ged by חry, arra סThe list is actually a direct 
r סf חסrmati סf חtries and cities. The i חu סc 
f סeach publisher includes dates, areas 

urces in which the סd s חa חס,specia/izati 
t חexcelle חd. lt is a חu סn was f סformati חi 
-f Jewish pub סr the study סt f חi סg p חstarti 
-ature as a quick ref חg, but by its very חlishi 

re the סdersc חnly u חסurce, it ca סce s חere 
depth such as that חf a study i סce חrta סimp 

 which was undertakeח by Ms. KOh-ח
. Ludewig 

-sla חglish tra חE חtitled (i חk, e ססThis small b 
To enrich the book market with the ' חס)ti 

best works": Tracing the Yiddish Pub/ishing 
e חסHouse TOMOR, Vilna, 1927-1939, is 

ted and, at the same חcume סf the best d ס
 time, mס st emס tiחס ally mס viח g studiesחס

-f Yiddish publish סsubject חw סחthe little-k 
r, Maria סd. The auth חla סterwar P חi חg i חi 

d חa חLudewig, is a research libraria ח-KOh 
rische סe hist חthe series "Klei סr t סntribut סc 

rical series], which סReihe" [Small hist 
t to the library חappears as a suppleme 

d חjournal Laurentius, edited by Raimu 
. y חver, Germa סחחHa חw i סDehml 
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 " ...חו its time theסח veו Noah Pandre (iח
 five vוס umes) was a rס usiח g success iח
e חi חחished i וt was pub ו. Yiddish literature 

rld; it סver the w ווסewspapers a חYiddish 
 was traח slated iח to several Eurס peaח

the Yiddish חrrned i סguages; was perf חla 
s סחrk, Bue סWarsaw, New Y חtheaters i 

srael. The חוHebrew i חd i חAires, a 
Mamzer is וve סחieves that the וr be סauth 

ike ו, rk .... But every work סa great w סals 
f סdividual, has its fate. The fate חevery i 
f סMamzer was as tragic as the fate 

Noah Pandre was happy .... After it was 
was וve סחts, the חstallme חi חished i חfi 

ew, carefully חits חd i חfully revised, a 
the publisher סt t חught form, se סreth 

 ] Leyb] Shur (pubו ishiח g hס use "Tס mס r" iח
 Vilח a-Warsaw). But the Nazi iח vasiחס

gether with סuscript, t חyed the ma סdestr 
-d cultur חives a וf Jewish סs חסy mi/li חma 
 aו treasures, such as the Strashuח
t סחdid וve סחd the חa, a חוVi חLibrary i 

t was ו. w סחtil חrm u סk f ססb חappear i 
st סוre the סf years bef סumber חquite a 

series (cycle) Moshke Mamzer was 
-y rescued mate ווm the partia סred fr סrest 
" ... ewspapers חf סts חm fragme סd fr חrial a 

). m Yiddish by D.A סslated fr חTra ( 

Biography of the Publisher 

, r סm סf T סer חw סast וf the סgraphy סThe bi 
seph סthe first, J סship t חסse relati סwh 

ished, is וt be estab סחuld סKamermacher, c 
Ludewig's ח-h וCf Ms. K סg part חudi וc חסthe c 

bjective סthe סt חסcti חtradisti חסc חו. k ססb 
g part, the last part is חf the precedi סe חסt 

, ature. After חחal i חסd pers חyrical a וy וclear 
 stressiח g the pס iח t that the chaח geס fס wח
 ership didסח t affect the iח itialס rieח tatiחס

ts a חr pai סr, the auth סm סf T חססd directi חa 
rld was סse w סer wh חסוa ח,f a ma סpicture 
k. The ססd the Yiddish b חg a חti חYiddish pri 

ate וd חf the mid- a סt חme חסvir חWarsaw e 
a חf Vil סm that סt fr חthirties was very differe 

f the חססties. The assimilati חthe late twe חi 
d חg a חishi וYiddish pub ווס;k its t ססg t חu סy 

siderably. But חסk c חshra חסsumpti חסk c ססb 
g fact was that Leyb Shur חishi חסthe ast 

st סm וished a וr pub סm סT ח:g i חt givi סחwas 
 as maח y titו es iח as it did i 1939ח 1927 .

r the tragedy סg f חi וLudewig's fee ח-h וCMs. K 
 iח Leyb Shur'sו ife is expressed iח the fוס

f סt the crisis סחt was "ו: rds סg w חסg str חwi סו
ve סd rem וu סk market that w ססthe Yiddish b 

t had ו. ife וf his סject סm the pr סLeyb Shur fr 
d which חa וסP חסbe Hitler's attack סt 

f the last years סarrative חThe וו."ged a חcha 
ס f hisו ife cחס tiח ues .חו the Warsaw Ghett,ס
-ther mis סחf a וr himse סd f חu סLeyb Shur f 

g discarded Yiddish חf rescui סthat חס-si 
this activity became חeve חks. But whe ססb 

d חer to e וr Hit סt wait f סחe, he did וssib סimp 
. f וit himse סd t חe חife. He put a וhis 

, ate וthe חducted i חסa private activity, c 
t סחurs. This research was סrk h סafter-w 
, rities סviet auth סy by the S וrab סviewed fav 

d was חa וסP סuscripts t חg the ma חdi חd se חa 
-t was diffi ו. g חdertaki חd risky u חa difficult a 

as the וו,g side as we חthe receivi חסt וcu 
r סm סwhich T חa, i חf Vil סrities סish auth וסP 
s וy admitted materia וt חucta וcated, re סוwas 
g חsideri חסC חס.i חviet U סm the S סt fr חse 

lumes סces, the eight v חthese circumsta 
. stituted a miracle חסished c וr pub סm סthat T 

rk סberg's w חBut while the critics praised Zi 
r's סm סappreciate T סed t וy, they fai וhigh 

-ish וt. The pub חishme וmp סd its acc חrt a סeff 
 er was quite bitter abס Cut this, as Ms. Kו h-ח

f a סy חסthe testim חvered i סLudewig disc 
.) 44-45 . rary (pp סtemp חסc 

be סberg was t חZi וsrae וf סd חThe tragic e 
, rted סd dep חexpected: He was arrested a 

eted וmp סg the c חudi וc חd his papers, i חa 
f סry סf the hist סume וסv וa חd fi חth a חi ח
 Jewish literature, were seized .ו t wasוחס y iח
 the 1960s, after Staו i'ח s death, wheח

 access tס the archivesס f the Sס viet Uח iחס
f סup סmewhat, that a gr סwas eased s 
g חi חbtai חסlars succeeded i סsch חAmerica 

ume, which was וסth v חi חf the סfilm סa micr 
rk סNew Y חished i וy pub וt חsubseque 
-ica וthis pub חi חberg, 1966). But eve חוZ ( 
-his וta חume חסeted the m וmp סwhich c חס,ti 

r was סm סf T סt חishme וmp סry, the acc סt 
Ludewig ח-ticed, as Ms. Kuh סחy וhard 

ce חסy וחסr is סm סame T חut; the סts חi סp 
סח ted briefly iח the iח trס ducti.חס

-g achieve חishi וe pub וther remarkab סחA 
: ed here חסti חuld be me סr sh סm סf T סt חme 

titled Ameratsim חs e וve סחf five סthe series 
ur סe חSh חma וramuses] by Za סחg [ו

ur was a great Hebrew סe 1938-39ח). Sh ( 
 pס et, but his prס se wasס rigiח aוו y writteח iח
 Yiddish aח d usuaוו y appeared iח iח staוו

ut the סugh סthe Yiddish press thr חts i חme 
y וrk dai סthe New Y חy i וd, primari וr סw 

r succeeded סm סrward]. That T סForverts [F 
g this vast scattered חd editi חg a חlecti וסc חi 

f the סe year, the last year חחסmaterial i 
stitutes חסd, c חa וסP חJewish prewar era i 

. e וther mirac סחa 

ו t may beס f iח terest tס quס te what Zaו maח
his חut this i סf remarked ab וur himse סe חSh 

Der Mamzer וve סחhis סrd t סrew סrt f סsh 
.) 1957 , ur סe חd] (Sh וegitimate Chi וווThe [ 

the חi וve סחudes the וc חLudewig i ח-Ms. Kuh 
ever חced but חu סחחr a סm סes that T וf tit סist ו

d וr סf W סutbreak סthe סg t חwi סished וpub 
see סity t חrtu סpp סחסbut she had וו,War 

ur are סe חf Sh סrds סThe w חס.ater editi וthe 
, gth חe וsiderable חסw at c סted bel סqu 
-c סe d וstitute a remarkab חסbecause they c 
-f what hap סas ווf the times, as we סt חume 
 peח ed tס the wס rkס f a Jewish authס r whס

: survive סed t חhimself happe 
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g the חdi חdersta חr u סpful feature f וA very he 
 miו ieuס f the pubו isher is the biס graphicaו
-rs, review סat וs חrs, tra סf "auth סary חסdicti 
. vided סLudewig pr ח-h ו:.i ers" that Ms. K 
, a חוm Vi סf them fr ווסst a סm וrs, a סslat חTra 

g חסt is this reviewer's str ו. ist וate the חmi סd 
f them were especially ססthat tw חסi חpi ס

. g: A חdertaki חthe u חi וtia חue וf חd i חactive a 
ted חסח,k Heilperi וd Fa חdschmidt a וסJ. G 

th סright. B חw סtheir חd writers i חlars a סsch 
-a וs חtra סey paid t חסeeded the m חf them ס
 tס rs, aח d bס th had mס re thaח twס titו es tס

th סr b סe חסy that וike וt is very ו. their credit 
ס f them were the prס grammers aח d cחס suו

dschmidt was the וסr the publisher. G סts f חta 
f the סd fifth items חf the first a סr סat וs חtra 

the first חished i וes pub וtit חf seve וסta סt 
k וr's activities, 1927. Fa סm סf T סyear 

guist Max חi וrated with the סab ווסc חperi וHei 
f Yiddish grammar סk ססa b חסreich חWei 

 ) Heiו peri,ח a ,(1928-29ח d it mayסח t be aח
ks ססreich's b חf Wei ססt that tw חaccide 

f סyears סtw וitia חthe i חished i וwere pub 
.) 1928 , 1927 , reich חce (Wei חr's existe סm סT 

f חסmai סd וiterature was a specia וf סry סHist 
r סm סr T סated f וs חtra סwh ח,k Heilperi וFa 

this field חks i ססb וta חume חסm סtw 
th issued 1927ס), b ח,ga סes, 1927; K וKarpe ( 

the חו. g חishi וr's pub סm סf T סthe first year חi 
srael וf סlume סthird year, 1929, the first v 

History of Jewish וta חume חסberg's m חZi 
. berg, 1929-37) appeared חLiterature (Zi 
 The participatiחסס f the twס schוס ars iח
 Tס mס r's activities exteח ded, mס st likeו y, tס

g activity, such as חishi וf pub סther aspects ס
 the descriptive material which appeared iח

ts; these חd advertiseme חgs a סוk cata ססb 
 wereחס aח exceptiחס aוו y high leve.ו

-berg, writ חd Zi חreich a חf Wei סrks סThe w 
d first published חYiddish a חy i ווa חrigi חסte 

the סs t חסtributi חסr c סr, were maj סm סby T 
d חa וera חge חiterature i וf Jewish סd וfie 
-y. These publi ווiterature specifica וYiddish 
y וt success, high חsta חi חs were a חסcati 

us critics. The סe חra סtemp חסpraised by c 
berg's History חlumes of Zi סfirst three v 

 were quickו y sוס dס ut, aח d a secחס d editiחס
1933-36 the years חready i וappeared a 

-r סt f סחrk was סberg, 1933-36). The w חZi ( 
 gס tteח iח the pס st-Wס rld Warוו periס d. Twס

New חts were published, i חYiddish repri 
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From the perspective of time, the act of Leyb 
Shur acquires the dimensions of a symbol: lt 
was the final end of a whole world of ideas, 
beliefs, and hopes that the man represented. 
All that remained after Shur, Ms. KOhn
Ludewig concludes, was a scattering of 
books, most of them already forgotten. Yet, 
Ms. KOhn-Ludewig's contribution should 
leave us with the hope that memories of wor
thy causes and worthy people should sur
vive somehow, somewhere. 
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-Mrs. KOhn-Ludewig's book is richly illustrat 
ed by facsimile reproductions of Tomor's 
title-pages. The original Yiddish titles are 

_ . Romanized in the text and various listings 
The system of Romanization is not very 
consistent, however. lt appears to be a 
combination of German and American 

-schemes, unless there is a German stan 
dard with which the present reviewer is not 
familiar. For example, in the title "Di 
geshichte fun der literatur bay yidn," the 
word geshikhte, which appears quite often 
in Tomor's titles, is spelled in a mixture of 

-American and German orthography: the let 
ter "shin" is transcribed a la ALA/LC 
American Library Association/Library of [ 
Congress Romanization] by "sh," while the 
letter "khof" is consistently represented by 
ch," although the standard American " 

Romanization for this letter in Yiddish would 
be "kh." This is also the case for the word 
tochter," which in American standard " 

". Romanization would be rendered "tokhter 
The adjective "yidisher'' in a Yiddish context 
should be spelled with a single "d." The 

-spelling of personal names consistently fol 
lows the Romanization provided in the 

. books by copyright or printing shop notices 
This reviewer noticed only one misreading 

-f a title: the title of David Reubeni's chron ס
, icle is Seyfer Hazikhroynes (in translation 

The Book of Memoirs"), and not "Sefer " 
Haskores (Memorial Services)," as it is 

. 21 . p חסgiven 

Ms. KOhn-Ludewig is to be congratulated 
for her pioneering work in a neglected area 

. of Jewish Studies 
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