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“Hayah noten ba-hem simanim”*:

Hebrew Abbreviations, Chiefly Rabbinic, and Their ALA/LC Romanization

Joan Biella

Library of Congress

Washington, DC

This list provides the ALA/LC standard
romanization of many acronyms and ini-
tialisms commonly encountered in Hebrew
cataloging. The list is arranged by Hebrew
abbreviation. Spaces and apostrophes are
ignored in filing. Initial Hebrew definite arti-
cles are not ignored. The list includes a few
terms that are not abbreviations, but which
may be mistakenly interpreted as such.

This collection is by no means exhaustive.
The “spelled-out form” column is selective;
many initialisms can stand for multiple
expressions. Most of the forms in this col-
umn reflect possibilities presented in the
section on abbreviations in v. 4 of Even-
Shoshan. (The four-volume 1988 edition
cited in the bibliography is that currently in

Compiled by

and

use at the Library of Congress, but the lat-
est edition availabie to the cataloger is
authoritative.) The choice to express an ini-
tialism as an acronym depends on its
vocalization as such in this dictionary; this
practice is documented in Maher, p. 31.

A number of expressions in the “spelled-
out” column (e.g., av bet din) can be found
in Hebrew text both with and without the
symbol makaf (hyphen) connecting the
words. For consistency, in this list all
hyphens have been omitted except those
required by the rules of Hebrew romaniza-
tion.

The abbreviation “r.” when it represents
“rav” or “rabi” is capitalized when this term

Rachel Simon
Princeton University
Princeton, NJ

of address immediately precedes a per-
sonal name.

Conventions for spacing in abbreviations
are outlined in LCRI [Library of Congress
Rule Interpretation] 1.0C, p. 2. Maher pro-
vides some additional comments (p. 35).
Most likely to be problematic is the injunc-
tion in the LCRI: “[i}f two or more distinct
initialisms (or sets of initials), acronyms or
abbreviations appear in juxtaposition, sep-
arate each from the other with a space.”
Thus, the abbreviation for “av bet din kehi-
lah kedoshah” is written as “a.b.d. kk.” In
many cases the determination that parts of
an abbreviation are “distinct” is a matter of
judgment. The examples below represent
LC practice.

ROMANIZATION SPELLED-OUT FORM may
a.a.z. avi avi zekeni VNN
a.b.d. av bet din TN
a.b.d. di-k k. av bet din di-kehilah kedoshah P'P71 1IN
ab.d k. av bet din kehilah (or kehilat) P 1AN
ab.d kk. av bet din kehilah kedoshah PP T AN

D PTAN
ado. m. ve-r. adoni, mori ve-rabi VIV
Admur adoni, mori ve-rabi IR
Ad. n. °E. Admur nishmato “Eden YYTN

“The title proper of the list is an allusion to the Hagadah: “Rabbi Yehudah abbreviated [the ten plagues] by their Hebrew initials” (translation
from The Kol Dodi Hagadah, by Rabbi David Feinstein. New York: Mesorah Publications, 1990, p. 169).—B.H.W.
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b. la-a.a. mo. r.

ben la-adoni avi mori rabi

E. ha-K. Erets ha-Kodesh P NN
a.m. ve-r. adoni, mori ve-rabi TN
a. mo. r. adoni mori rabi

anash anshe shelomenu VN
Ar. ha-B. Artsot ha-Berit 2NN
b.a.a.m. ve-r. ben adoni, avi, mori ve-rabi T IMNNI
b.a.a. mo. r. ben adoni avi mori rabi

b.d. bet din 11
be-d. eh. be-dibur ehad; be-derekh ehad N NTa
be-d. ah. be-derekh ahat; be-derekh aher

b.H. be-“ezrat ha-Shem n’a
beha-g. beha-ga”on ikl
b. ha-g. ben ha-ga’on 2'Na
beha-ga“on beha-ga’on [not an acronym] NN
b. he-h.r. ben he-hasid rav (or rabi) 1'NNa
beha-manoah beha-manoah [not an acronym] NNNNA
beha-r. beha-rav N2
b. ha-r. ben ha-rav piR!
beha-rav beha-rav [not an acronym] 1903
ba-z. ha-z. ba-zeman ha-zeh '
be. d. bet din L=!
be. d. ts. bet din tsedek N2
b.k.m. ha-r. R. ben kevod mori ha-rav Rabi 1Nnoa
b.k. mo. ha-r. R. ben kevod mori ha-rav Rabi 9"9MN5a
bkm. r ben kevod mori rabi 7'Noa
b. la-a.a. u-m. ben la-adoni, avi u-mori NINNDD
b.la-a.a. u-m. r. ben la-adoni, avi u-mori rabi T NDINNDA
b. la-a.a. mo. ben la-adoni, avi, mori YNNND2
b. la-a.a.m. ve-r. ben la-adoni, avi, mori ve-rabi TINMNNDL
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b. la-a.a.m. ve-r. R.
b. la-a.a. mo. . R

ben la-adoni, avi, mori ve-rabi Rav (or Rabi)
ben la-adoni avi mori rabi Rav (or Rabi)

YT MIMNNDA

b. la-a.am. r. ben la-adoni avi mori rabi VNNNDL
b.m.h. ve-r. R. ben mdri ha-gadol ve-rav Rabi 2" NNNA
b. mo. ha-r. R. ben mori ha-rav Rabi R RLAN!
be-“e. H. be-“ezrat ha-Shem N'ya
ba®. ha-meh. ba“al ha-mehaber n"nnya
be-i. ha-k. be-“ir ha-kodesh P'nya
bi-k k. " bi-kehilah kedoshah P'pa
bar [ Aramaic word for "son"; not an abbreviation] ga!
b.r. ben rabi; ben rav o
gemah gemilut hesed; gemilut hasadim NN
G. “E. Gan “Eden )
gefet Gemara, perush Rashi, Tosafot N9
g. ts. ge’on tsedek N
D. Adonai K
d.E.h. divre Elohim hayim n'RT
d. u-m. ts. dayan u-moreh tsedek N'DYT
de-Ho. ha-M. de-Hol ha-Mo“ed N MNT
d. ts. dayan tsedek N7
di-k k. di-kehilah kedoshah PP
H. ha-Shem n
h. ha-tsa“ir, etc.

ha-a.b.d. ha-av bet din T AN
ha-a.b.d. ts. ha-av bet din tsedek NTTANN
ha-g. ha-ga’on N
ha-g. a.b.d. ha-ga’on av bet din T7ANIN
ha-g. r. ha-ga’on rabi 1N
Ho. R. Hosha“na Raba 70N
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he-h. he-hasid NN
ha-h.p. k. ha-honeh poh kehilah 2" 9NN
he-h. 1. he-hasid rabi 9NN
Hy.d ha-Shem yikom damo T
Hy.v. ha-Shem yishmerehu vi-yehayehu R
(or ve-yintserehu)
hil. hilkhot on
ha-nal ha-nizkar le-“el (or le-ma‘“lah) 2" 0N
ha-“0. ha-b. ha-"olam ha-ba 2"Myn
ha-“o. ha-z. ha-“olam ha-zeh VMmN
ha-k. ha-katan; ha-kadosh; ha-kahal ‘PN
ha-k k. ha-kehilah [ha-]kedoshah 2" pn
ha-r. ha-rav N
ha-rav R. ha-rav Rabi 290
ha-r. ha-g. ha-rav ha-ga’on S EARA
ha-r. he-h. ha-rav he-hasid RIARE
ha-r. R. ha-rav Rabi "N
ha-shub ha-shohet u-vodek 2N
ha-Sh. yit. ha-Shem yitbarakh nHvUN
ve-r.m. ve-rosh metivta n'Nn
Zo. ha-k. Zohar ha-kadosh P
Zy. “a. a. zekhuto yagen “alenu amen - NN
zal zikhrono li-verakhah PA
z.Lhh zikhrono le-haye ha-“olam ha-ba NN
zlLhh zikhrono li-verakhah le-haye ha-“olam ha-ba N'NoOMN
z. ts. ve-h.l. zekher tsadik ve-hasid li-verakhah 2" Mt
z. ts. ve-k 1. zekher tsadik ve-kadosh li-verakhah PAPS
z. ts. ve-k. 1L.Lh.h. zekher tsadik ve-kadosh li-verakhah le-haye ERPEIPAN
ha-“olam ha-ba
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zatsal zekher tsadik li-verakhah 5"\t
z. ts. Lh.h. zekher tsadik le-haye ha-“olam ha-ba N'NoNt
z. ts. 1L1Lhh zekher tsadik li-verakhah le-haye ha-“olam n'nooNt
ha-ba

Habad hokhmah binah da“at 773N
hidu. T. hidushe Torah n"y1mn
hadrag herem de-Rabenu Gershom )TN
hid. T. hidushe Torah NN
Ho. ha-M. Hol ha-Mo“ed Nn'MN
ho. p.k. honeh poh kehilah (or kehilat) P'an
Hazal hakhamenu zikhronam li-verakhah PR
h.m. haser makom nn
h. mo. 1. haser motsi le-or 5" MmN
hp. honeh poh a’n
yib. le-h. yibadel le-hayim noa
yib. le-h.a. yibadel le-hayim arukim N’R97)
yib. Lt. yibadel le-hayim tovim ‘ VoD
yib. l.t.a. ' yibadel le-hayim tovim amen NV
yo. t. yom tov 'Y
Yo. K. Yom Kipur o'
yo. l. yotse le-or 57y
Yeya - Adonai or ha-Shem ¥y
Yeyi , Eli

y. “a. E. yagen “aleha Elohim Ny
y. °E. a. yekhoneneha “Elyon amen

y. ts. yishmerehu tsuro N
y. 18. V. yishmerehu tsuro vi-yehayehu VN
Yerush. t.v. ' Yerushalayim tibaneh ve-tikonen \EAZ ARk
k. ha-r. R. kevod ha-rav Rabi 97915
k. ve-h. kotev ve-hotem no
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k.m. ha-r. R. kevod mori ha-rav Rabi pinp)Aks)
k. mo. ha-r. R. kevod mori ha-rav Rabi 9790
ka-nal ka-nizkar le-“el 2710
kk. kevod kedushat P'D
ket. y. ketav yad YN
kit. y. kitve yad

le-0.y.t. le-orekh yamim tovim OV NND
le-ma“. k.k. le-ma“lat kevod kedushat PRV AP;
ma”. Hazal ma’amre Hazal 5NN
m.h. ve-r. R. mori ha-gadol ve-rav Rabi 2NN
M. ha-M. Melekh ha-Mashiah n
m. ha-r. mori ha-rav pERA)
mo. h. mori ha-rav nm
mo. ha-r. mori ha-rav pialA)
mo. ha-r. R. mori ha-rav Rabi 9790
mol motsi le-or "D"ﬁ):)
m. u-m. masa u-matan jaR)a)
mots. ha-Sh. motsa’e ha-Shabat VNN
m. ve-T. mori ve-rabi i )a)
mo. I. mori rabi

m.m. mar’eh makom; mi-kol makom nmn
ma“. kk. ma°lat kevod kedushat [E=YA)
mi-k. mi-kehilah ERA
mi-k k. mi-kehilah kedoshah P PN
m.T. matan Torah nn
n. ibn 1
n. be-G.m. nishmato be-Gan “Eden menuhato AP EA]
nu. °E. nuho “Eden Y1)
ny. nero ya’ir ")
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nl nizkar le-“el (or le-ma“lah) 273
n. le-v. “o. niftar le-vet “olamo | Y1)
n. “E. nishmato (or nuho) “Eden V")
nr.u. nafah ruah u-neshamah Y
S.t. Sefaradi tahor V'O
sef. ha-k. sefer ha-kodesh P"Nav
sif. ha-k. sifre ha-kodesh

setam sefarim, tefilin, mezuzot Nn'no
“i. ha-k. | <ir ha-kodesh o'ny
“a. ha-sh. “alav ha-shalom vy
“i. v. be-Y. “ir va-em be-Yisra’el Y)Y
“a. t. ha-k. “al tohorat ha-kodesh D noy
a.y. “al yede; “al yad Y
“a. m.v. sh. “ad me’ah ve-“esrim shanah V)V"mv
“a. p. “al pi; “al peh 9))
°E. R. ha-Sh. “Erev Rosh ha-Shanah v'nay
“e. RH. “erev Rosh Hodesh Ny
“er. Sh. “erev Shabat vy
“a. sh. “al shem vy
pe. Rashi perush Rashi Y'YUPY
p. “i. ha-k. poh “ir ha-kodesh D' Nya
F f de-M. Frankfurt de-Main n"199
pardes peshat, remez, derash, sod 0”179
k k. kehilah kedoshah Po'P
ra’avad rosh av bet din T°ANI
rabo. ha-k. veha-t. rabotenu ha-kedoshim veha-tehorim O MPNIN
R. ha-Sh. Rosh ha-Shanah VNI
R.H. Rosh Hodesh N
r.m. rosh metivta n’1
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r. sh. k.b.h. raban shel kol bene ha-golah N"1ow"
Shu. “a. Shulhan “arukh YW
sh. u-t. she”elot u-teshuvot nw
she-y. she-yihyeh Y
shelita she-yihyeh le-orekh yamim tovim am N'OOVY
she-n. le-v. “o. she-niftar le-vet “olamo Y15
Shas Shishah sedarim 'Y
Sh. “a. Shulhan “arukh Y'Y
shats sheliah tsibur NV
tib. La. tibadel le-hayim arukim N'Dam
t.v. tibaneh ve-tikonen V'N
To. ha-k. Torah ha-kedoshah p"nMm
To. Y.T. Tosfot Yom Tov 0NN
t. u-m. terumah u-ma“aserot nn
T. u-m. Torah u-midrashim

t. ve-t.b.b.a. tibaneh ve-tikonen bi-meherah be-yamenu N'aamn

amen
tantsevah tehi nishmato (or nafsho) tserurah bi-tseror n713m
ha-hayim

T. shebe-“a. p. Torah shebe-“al peh 9"yavun
t. sh. b.r. tinokot shel bet raban 7avn
Tat Talmud Torah nn

Please communicate additions and correc-
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