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"Hayah noten ba-hem simanim"*: 
Hebrew Abbreviations, Chiefly Rabbinic, and Their ALA/LC Romanization 

Compiled by 
Joan Biel/a 

Library of Congress 
Washington, DC 

and 
Rachel Simon 

Princeton University 
Princeton, NJ 

This list provides the ALA/LC standard 
romanization of many acronyms and ini
tialisms commonly encountered in Hebrew 
cataloging. The list is arranged by Hebrew 
abbreviation. Spaces and apostrophes are 
ignored in filing. Initial Hebrew definite arti
cles are not ignored. The list includes a few 
terms that are not abbreviations, but which 
may be mistakenly interpreted as such. 

This collection is by no means exhaustive. 
The "spelled-out form" column is selective;
many initialisms can stand for multiple 
expressions. Most of the forms in this col
umn reflect possibilities presented in the 
section on abbreviations in v. 4 of Even
Shoshan. (The four-volume 1988 edition 
cited in the bibliography is that currently in 

ROMANIZATION 

a.a.z. 

a.b.d. 

a.b.d. di-~.~-

a.b.d. k. 

a.b.d. ~.~. 

ado. m. ye-r. 

Admur 

Ad. n. cE. 

use at the Library of Congress, but the lat
est edition available to the cataloger is 
authoritative.) The choice to express an ini
tial ism as an acronym depends on its 
vocalization as such in this dictionary; this 
practice is documented in Maher, p. 31. 

A number of expressions in the "spelled
out'' column (e.g., av bet din) can be found 
in Hebrew text both with and without the 
symbol ma/fat (hyphen) connecting the 
words. For consistency, in this list all 
hyphens have been omitted except those 
required by the rules of Hebrew romaniza
tion. 

The abbreviation "r." when it represents 
"rav" or "rabi" is capitalized when this term 

SPELLED-OUT FORM 

avi avi zekeni 

av bet din 

av bet din di-kehilah ~edoshah 

av bet din ~ehilah ( or ~ehilat) 

av bet din ~ehilah ~edoshah 

adoni, mori ye-rabi 

adoni, mori ye-rabi 

Admur nishmato cEden 

of address immediately precedes a per
sonal name. 

Conventions for spacing in abbreviations 
are outlined in LCRI [Library of Congress 
Rule Interpretation] 1.0C, p. 2. Maher pro
vides some additional comments (p. 35). 
Most likely to be problematic is the injunc
tion in the LCRI: "[i]f two or more distinct 
initialisms (or sets of initials), acronyms or 
abbreviations appear in juxtaposition, sep
arate each from the other with a space." 
Thus, the abbreviation for "av bet din ~ehi
lah kedoshah" is written as "a.b.d. ~~-" In 
many cases the determination that parts of 
an abbreviation are "distinct" is a matter of 
judgment. The examples below represent 
LC practice. 

n'>1:tY 

t''N.N. 

1":tN. 

D"iJ11":tN. 
I I 

p"1:tN. 

p"p 1":tN. 
p"p1:tN. 

j")>::l)1N. 

j")>::l1N. 

y")1N. 

*The title proper of the list is an allusion to the Hagadah: "Rabbi Yehudah abbreviated [the ten plagues] by their Hebrew initials" (translation 
from The Kol Dodi Hagadah, by Rabbi David Feinstein. New York: Mesorah Publications, 1990, p. 169).-B.H. W. 
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E. ha-~. Erets ha-~odesh p"ilN 

a.m. ye-r. adoni, mori ye-rabi i")Y.)N 

a. mo. r. adoni mori rabi 

an ash anshe shelomenu \U")N 

Ar. ha-B. Artsot ha-Berit :t"iliN 

b.a.a.m. ye-r. ben adoni, avi, mori ye-rabi 1"))'.)NN:t 

b.a.a. mo. r. ben adoni avi mori rabi 

b.d. bet din 1":i 

be-d. e~. be-dibur e~ad; be-derekh e~ad n"N1:t 

be-d. ah. be-derekh ahat; be-derekh aher 

b.H. be-cezrat ha-Shem il":t 

beha-g. beha-ga=>on ':m:i 

b. ha-g. ben ha-ga=>on :\"il:t 

beha-ga=>on beha-ga=>on [not an acronym] ))N)il:t 

b. he-h. r. ben he-hasid rav (or rabi) ,"n;-,:i 

beha-manoah beha-manoah [ not an acronym] n1lDil:t 

beha-r. beha-rav 'iil:t 
b. ha-r. ben ha-rav 1"il:t 

beha-rav beha-rav [ not an acronym] :t1il:t 

ba-z. ha-z. ba-zeman ha-zeh f'ilt:t 

be. d. bet din 1"):J. 

be. d. ts. bet din tsede~ ~"1):J. 

b.k.m. ha-r. R. ben kevod mori ha-rav Rabi 1
11

ii1Y.):J:t 

b.k. mo. ha-r. R. ben kevod mori ha-rav Rabi 1"1il)Y.):J:t 

b.k.m. r. ben kevod mori rabi j"Y.):J:t 

b. la-a.a. u-m. ben la-adoni, avi u-mori Y.)")N,N,:,:t 

b. la-a.a. u-m. r. ben la-adoni, avi u-mori rabi 1")'.))N,N,:,:t 

b. la-a.a. mo. ben la-adoni, avi, mori )"Y.)N,N,:,:t 

b. la-a.a.m. ye-r. ben la-adoni, avi, mori ye-rabi 1"))'.)NN:,:t 

b. la-a.a. mo. r. ben la-adoni avi mori rabi 
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b. la-a.a.m. ye-r. R. ben la-adoni, avi, mori ye-rabi Rav ( or Rabi) i"i)Y.)N.N?:J. 

b. la-a.a. mo. r. R ben la-adoni avi mori rabi Rav ( or Rabi) 

b. la-a.a.m. r. ben la-adoni avi mori rabi i"Y.)NN?:J. 

b.m.h. ye-r. R. ben mori ha-gadol ye-rav Rabi .., ,, .., )i1 Y.) :i 

b. mo. ha-r. R. ben mori ha-rav Rabi ,"ii1)Y.)J. 

be-ce. H. be-cezrat ha-Shem ;,"y:i 

bac. ha-meh. bacal ha-mehaber n"Y.);,y:i 

be-ci. ha-~. be-cir ha-~odesh p";,y:i 

bi-~.~. bi-~ehilah ~edoshah p"p:i 

bar r Aramaic word for "son"; not an abbreviation] ,:i 

b.r. ben rabi; hen rav ,":i 

gemah gemilut hesed; gemilut hasadim n"Y.):l 

G. CE. Gan cEden y") 

gefet Gemara, perush Rashi, Tosafot :n" £)) 

g. ts. geon tsede~ ~") 

D. Adonai '1 

d.E.h. divre Elohim hayim n"N.1 

d. u-m. ts. dayan u-moreh tsede~ ~"Y.))1 

de-Ho. ha-M. de-Hol ha-Moced Y.)";,1n1 

d. ts. dayan tsede~ ~"1 

di-~-~- di-~ehilah ~edoshah p"p1 

H. ha-Shem ';, 
h. ha-tsacir, etc. 

ha-a.b.d. ha-av bet din 1":J.Ni1 

ha-a.b.d. ts. ha-av bet din tsede~ ~"1:J.Ni1 

ha-g. ha-ga=ion ')i1 

ha-g. a.b.d. ha-ga=ion av bet din 1":J.N:li1 

ha-g. r. ha-ga=ion rabi j")i1 

Ho. R. Hoshacna Raba j")i1 
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, 
he-h. he-hasid 'nr, 

ha-h.p. ~. ha-honeh poh ~ehilah p"nnr, 

he-h. r. he-hasid rabi i"nr, 

H.y.d. ha-Shem yi~om damo 1"'>r, 

H.y.y. ha-Shem yishmerehu yi-ye];iayehu ,,,.,., 
(or ye-yintserehu) 

hil. hilkhot '':m 

ha-nal ha-nizkar le-eel (or le-maclah) :,")r, 

ha-co. ha-b. ha-colam ha-ba J."riwri 

ha-co. ha-z. ha-colam ha-zeh t''riwri 

ha-~. ha-1$:atan; ha-~adosh; ha-~ahal /pr, 

ha-~.~. ha-~ehilah [ha-]~edoshah p"pr, 

ha-r. ha-rav ,,., 
ha-rav R. ha-rav Rabi 'j J.j,1 

ha-r. ha-g. ha-rav ha-ga=>on )''r,ir, 

ha-r. he-h. ha-rav he-hasid n',.r,1r, 

ha-r. R. ha-rav Rabi j"jr, 

ha-shub ha-shohet u-vode~ J.")\!),1 

ha-Sh. yit. ha-Shem yitbarakh T('>'l)r, 

ye-r.m. ye-rosh metivta )')"j) 

Zo. ha-~. Zohar ha-~adosh p"r,)t 

z.y. a. a. zekhuto yagen calenu amen N.'')J'>t 

zal zikhrono li-verakhah :,"t 

z.l.h.h. zikhrono le-haye ha-colam ha-ba r,"r,«:Jt 

z.1.1.h.h. zikhrono li-verakhah le-haye ha-colam ha-ba r,"r,:,:,t 

z. ts. ye-h.l. zekher tsadi~ ye-hasid li-verakhah :,"n1~t 

z. ts. ye-1$:.1. zekher tsadi~ ye-~adosh li-verakhah :,"p)~t 

z. ts. ye-1$:.1.1.h.h. zekher tsadi~ ye-1$:adosh li-verakhah le-J;iaye r,"r,«:J:,p)~t 
ha-colam ha-ba 
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, 
l 

zatsal zekher tsadi~ li-verakhah 'J"~n 

z. ts. 1.h.h. zekher tsadik le-haye ha-colam ha-ha ;, "i1 ':J::n 

z. ts. 1.1.h.h. zekher tsadi~ li-verakhah le-J;iaye ha-colam i1,, n':J':J::n 

ha-ha 

Ha bad hokhmah binah dacat 1"J.n 

hidu. T. hidushe Torah 11"11n 

hadrag herem de-Rabenu Gershom :\"11n 

hid. T. hidushe Torah 11"1n 

Ho. ha-M. Hol ha-Moced Y.)"i11n 

ho. p.~. hon eh poh ~ehilah ( or ~ehilat) p"mn 

Hazal hakhamenu zikhronam li-verakhah ':J''tn 

h.m. haserm~om Y.)"n 

h. mo. I. haser motsi le-or 'J"1Y.ln 

h.p. honeh poh £>"n 

yib. le-h. yibadel le-hayim n"':JJ.) 

yib. le-h.a. yibadel le-hayim arukim N."n':JJ.) 

yib. Lt. yibadel le-hayim tovim t,"';,J.) 

yib. Lt.a. yibadel le-hayim tovim amen N.1, t,';, J.) 

yo.t. yom tov t,")) 

Yo. K. YomKipur :J")) 

yo.I. yotse le-or ';," )) 

Yeya Adonai or ha-Shem )") 

Yeyi Eli 

y. ca. E. yagen caleha Elohim N.'\J) 
y. CE. a. yekhoneneha cElyon amen 

y. ts. yishmerehu tsuro ~") 

y. ts. V. yishmerehu tsuro yi-yehayehu )"~) 

Y erush. t. y. Y erushalayim tibaneh ye-tikonen )")1\lj)1) 

k. ha-r. R. kevod ha-rav Rabi 1"1;,.::, 

k. ve-h. kotev ve-hotem n"rJ 
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k.m. ha-r. R. kevod mori ha-rav Rabi ., 1I iil >:):, 

k. mo. ha-r. R. kevod mori ha-rav Rabi j"jil)>:):J 

ka-nal ka-nizkar le-eel ')"):, 

k.~. kevod ~edushat p":, 

ket. y. ketav yad )"n:, 

kit. y. kitve yad 

le-o.y.t. le-orekh yamim tovim \J"))N.'J 

le-mac. k.~. le-maclat kevod ~edushat p":,y>:)') 

ma::,. Hazal ma~amre Hazal 'J"~nN.D 

m.h. ye-r. R. mori ha-gadol ye-rav Rabi i"i)il>:) 

M. ha-M. Melekh ha-Mashiah >:)"il>:) 

m. ha-r. mori ha-rav i"il>:) 

mo.h. mori ha-rav il")>:) 

mo. ha-r. mori ha-rav ,"il)>:) 

mo. ha-r. R. mori ha-rav Rabi i"iil)>:) 

mol motsi le-or ')")>:) 

m. u-m. masa u-matan >:)")>:) 

mots. ha-Sh. motsa::ie ha-Shabat \U"il~nD 

m. ye-r. mori ye-rabi j")>:) 

mo. r. mori rabi 

m.m. mar:::ieh ma~om; mi-kol ma~om >:)">:) 

mac. k.~. maclat kevod ~edushat p":,y>:) 

mi-~- mi-~ehilah jJ">:) 

mi-~-~- mi-~ehilah ~edoshah p"jJ>:) 

m.T. matan Torah n"D 

n. ibn '1 

n. be-G.m. nishmato be-Gan cEden menuhato >:)")J.) 

nu. cE. nuho cEden y")) 

n.v. nero va::,ir )") 
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n.1. nizkar le-eel (or le-maclah) :() 

n. le-v. co. niftar le-vet c olamo y":t'J) 

n. cE. nishmato ( or nuho) cEden y") 

n.r.u. nafah ruah u-neshamah )"j) 

S.t. Sefaradi tahor \?"tJ 

sef ha-~. sefer ha-~odesh p"i1£l0 

sif ha-~. sifre ha-~odesh 

setam sef arim, tefilin, mezuzot )'.)"lltJ 

Ci. ha-~. cir ha-~odesh p"ny 

ca. ha-sh. calay ha-shalom v"ny 

Ci. y. be-Y. cir ya-em be-Yisra::,el )"J)Y 

ca. t. ha-~. cal tohorat ha-~odesh p"il\?Y 

ca. y. cal yede; cal yad )"y 

ca. m.y. sh. cad me='ah ye-cesrim shanah V"))'.)}J 

ca. p. cal pi; cal peh £>"Y 

CE. R. ha-Sh. cErev Rosh ha-Shanah V"iliY 

ce. R.H. c erev Rosh Hodesh n",y 

cer. Sh. c erev Shabat v",y 

ca. sh. cal shem v"y 

pe. Rashi perush Rashi )"Vi)£> 

p. . ha-~. poh cir ha-~odesh p"i1Y£> 

F.f de-M. Fr~furt de-Main )'.)"1£>£> 

par des peshat, remez, derash, sod 0"1,£> 

~.~. ~ehilah ~edoshah p"p 

ra::,avad rosh av bet din 1"lNi 

rabo. ha-~. yeha-t. rabotenu ha-~edoshim yeha-tehorim \?
11

il)jJil)li 

R. ha-Sh. Rosh ha-Shanah V"ili 

R.H. RoshHodesh n", 

r.m. rosh metivta )'.)"j 
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, 
r. sh. k.b.h. 

Shu. ca. 

sh. u-t. 

she-y. 

shelita 

she-n. le-v. co. 

Shas 

Sh. ca. 

shats 

tib. I.a. 

t.y. 

To. ha-~. 

To. Y.T. 

t. u-m. 
T. u-m. 

t. ye-t.b.b.a. 

tantsevah 

T. shebe-ca. p. 

t. sh. b.r. 

Tat 

Please communicate additions and correc
tions to: 

Joan Biella 
LS/RCCD/HB (4384) 
Library of Congress 
1st St. & Independence Ave. 
Washington, DC 20540 
telephone: (202) 707-7 499 
fax: (202) 707-2824 
biella@mail.loc.gov 

raban shel kol bene ha-golah il
11

J..'.J\!Ji 

Shulhan carukh y")\lj 

she:::,elot u-teshuvot )1")\lj 

she-yihyeh ''>\!} 

she-yihyeh le-orekh yamim tovim am N"t,'>';,\!l 

she-niftar le-vet colamo y":i:,)\lj 

Shishah sedarim t>"\!J 

Shulhan carukh y"\!J 

sheliah tsibur '(\!J 

tibadel le-hayim arukim N"';,J.)1 

tibaneh ye-tikonen )'')1 

Torah ha-~edoshah p"i1))1 

Tosfot Yorn Tov t,"'>))1 

terumah u-macaserot Y.)"))1 

Torah u-midrashim 

tibaneh ye-tikonen bi-meherah be-yamenu N" J.J.)1))1 

amen 

tehi nishmato ( or nafsho) tserurah bi-tseror il"J.~))1 

ha-hayim 

Torah shebe-cal peh 

tino~ot shel bet raban 

Talmud Torah 

Rachel Simon 
Catalog Division 
Princeton University Libraries 
1 Washington Road 
Princeton, NJ 08544 
telephone: (609) 258-3208 
fax: (609) 258-5571 
rsimon@pucc.princeton.edu 
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