SCATTER OF THE LITERATURE

Editor’s Note (B.H.W.)

With this issue, we introduce a new column
that notes articles of interest to Judaica Ii-
brarians that have appeared in other pe-
riodicals. Some have been brought to our
attention by the authors of the articles or
editors of the journals; others have been
noted by members of the editorial board of
Judaica Librarianship.

“Scatter of the Literature” is a term from the
field of bibliometrics, a subdiscipline of in-
formation science. The term derives from
the observation of S.C. Bradford (in his
book, Documentation (London, 1948), pp.
110-120) that articles relevant to a single
subject are scattered in numerous pe-
riodicals, although the majority of articles
in one field are concentrated in a few jour-
nals.

Articles of interest to Judaica librarians
may be found'in general library science
periodicals and in journals devoted to Jew-
ish education or Jewish studies. All these
categories are represented in this column.

The readers of this journal undoubtedly
scan numerous periodicals in the fields of
library science and/or Jewish studies.
Please send copies of items that might in-
terest your fellow Judaica librarians to the
column editor:

Donna Kutnick, Director
Neumann College Library
Aston, PA 19014-1297

Ben-2Zvi, Hava. “Heartbeat: The Central
Role of the Library.” Jewish Education,
Winter 1988, pp. 51-53.

The head librarian of the Peter M. Kahn
Jewish Community Library, Bureau of
Jewish Education in Los Angeles, CA,
describes the diverse tasks of her library
and the vast community it serves—both
young and old, Jews and non-Jews.
Combining the best traditions of public
and Jewish libraries, this small library
serves as a vital resource for the Jewish
community.
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Donna Kutnick
Neumann College
Aston, PA

Lipman, V. D. “The Littman Library after
Twenty Five Years.” L’Eylah, no. 29
(April 1990), pp. 39—-40.

This article describes a unique Anglo-
Jewish publication series and the man
who founded it. In 1944, Louis Littman, a
young Jewish solicitor, frustrated at the
lack of good Jewish sources in English,
established a library of Jewish classics,
covering many aspects of Judaism and
Jewish civilization. This article examines
the achievements of the first twenty-five
years.

Lubetski, Edith; Martin, Barbara. “Bibli-
ography I: Contemporary Israel.” Ten
Da’at, vol. IV, no. 2 (Spring 1990), pp.
31-32.

An annotated bibliography on the Arab-
Israeli conflict, this list offers titles with
various perspectives on how the effects
of war have influenced lIsraeli history
and society. A good overview for both
educators and students.

Rosen, Nathan. “Book review of Jewish
Law: Bibliography of Sources and
Scholarship in English (Fred B. Roth-
man: Littleton, CO.).” Legal Publishing
Review, vol. 2, no. 4 (July—August
1990), p. 156.

Rosen examines this major new source
on Jewish law, which contains sections
on general references in Jewish law, lit-
erary sources of Jewish law, and bib-
liographies. The reviewer, a legal
librarian, cites the growing interest and
need for sources in Jewish law. He
highly recommends this book for all
types of libraries, and for attorneys and
lay people interested in Jewish law.

Salinger, Peter Shmuel. “Review of
Published Material from the Cambridge
Genizah Collections: A Bibliography,
1896—-1980 (edited by Stefan C. Reif
... Cambridge Univ. Press, 1988).”
L’Eylah, no. 29 (April 1990), pp. 62—63.

Part of the Cambridge University Library
Genizah series, this bibliography helps
fill a gap in the field of Genizah research.
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Divided into three main categories, this
bibliography is intended for the serious
scholar. A large part of the author sec-
tion is devoted to the works of Shlomo
Dov Goitein, whose scholarly interest in
the Genizah fragments initially helped
bring serious attention to these relics of
Jewish civilization.

Schidorsky, Dov. “Library History Re-
search in Israel.” Libraries and Culture,
vol. 25, no. 1 (Winter 1990), pp. 138
150.

With the establishment of the Graduate
School of Library and Archive Studies
(GSLAS) at the Hebrew University in the
early 1970s, research in library history
has become a serious field. This article
examines that expanding field, noting
the impact of historical movements
within the Land of Israel and throughout
the Jewish world on that movement. The
re-emergence of modern Hebrew, as
well as contributions from Christian mis-
sionaries all affected the development of
the library system in Israel.

Shmidman, Eileen. “Bibliography II: Is-
rael.” Ten Da’at, vol. 1V, no. 2 (Spring
1990), pp. 33-35.

An annotated bibliography on sources
about Israel, these selections are in-
tended for children and young adults.
The bibliography includes both fiction
and non-fiction and is divided into sec-
tions by age groups.

Donna Kutnick until recently served as the
Associate Director at the Mordecai M.
Kaplan Library of The Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College and is currently Vice
President of the Philadelphia Area Chapter
of the Association of Jewish Libraries. She
has previously worked at The Balch In-
stitute for Ethnic Studies, Gratz College,
Brandeis University Library, and The Jew-
ish National and University Library in
Jerusalem.



The Michael Scharf Publication Trust of
Yeshiva University Press and KTAV Publishing House, Inc.

are pleased to announce the
publication of the First Volume of

MAIMONIDEAN STUDIES

edited by Arthur Hyman

Maimonidean Studies is an international, interdisciplinary annual devoted to all
aspects of Maimonides research. Articles will be featured on such subjects as:
Maimonides’ legal and philosophic writings, their antecedents and influence;
Maimonides as ‘biblical commentator, scientist and physician; the history of
Maimonides” time; Maimonides as communal leader; the Maimonides family; and
bibliographic information. While the primary language of the annual is English,
some articles will be published in Hebrew, and occasionally in French and German.
English summaries will be provided for those articles in other languages.

Volume 1 (1990) e Table of Contents
English Section:

Norman Lamm (Yeshiva University): Preface ® Arthur Hyman (Yeshiva Univer-
sity): Introduction ® Seymour Feldman (Rutgers University): Abravanel on
Maimonides’ Critique of the Kalam Arguments for Creation ¢ Paul Fenton
(Universit€’ de Lyon): A Judaeo-Arabic Commentary on the Haftarot by Hanan’el
ben Shemu’el, Abraham Maimonides’ Father-in-Law e Sara Klein-Braslavy (Tel
Aviv University): Solomon and Metaphysical Esotericism According to
Maimonides ¢ Joel Kraemer (Tel Aviv University): Two Maimonidean Letters
from the Genizah e Daniel Lasker (Ben-Gurion University): Maimonides’ In-
fluence on Karaite Theories of Prophecy and Law ¢ Charles Manekin (University
of Maryland): Belief, Certainty, and Divine Attributes in the Guide of the Peplexed
Tamar Rudavsky (Ohio State University): The Theory of Time in Maimonides and
Crescas * Eliezer Schweid (Hebrew University): Religion and Philosophy: The
Scholarly-Theological Debate Between Julius Guttmann and Leo Strauss ¢ David
Lachterman (Pennsylvania State University): Maimonidean Studies, 1950-86: A
Bibliography of Publications in European Languages ¢ English Summaries of
Hebrew Articles.

Hebrew Section:

Mordechai A. Friedman (Tel Aviv University): Menstrual Impurity and Sec-
tarianism in the Writings of the Geonim and Moses and Abraham Maimonides
Israel Ta-Shma (Hebrew University): Maimonides’ Respor{sum Permitting Travel
by Boat on the Nile and other Large Rivers on Shabbat.

List Price: $25
Professional Discount Price: $20
Standing Orders Accepted
All individual orders must be prepaid. Institutions can be invoiced.

Please make checks pdyable to:

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY PRESS
and mail to: KTAV Publishing House Inc.
900 Jefferson Street \ Hoboken, New Jersey 07030
Please include $3.00 postage and handling fee with each order.
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