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Association of Jewish Libraries, 28th Annual Convention, New York City 

Association of Jewish Libraries Bibliography Award, 1992* 

Peggy K. Pearlstein 

Presentation of the Award 

I am pleased to be able to present the 
Association of Jewish Libraries Judaica 
Bibliography Award for 1992 to Dr. Abra
ham J. Edelheit and his father Hershel 
Edelheit for their Bibliography on Holo
caust Literature, published by Westview 
Press. The Edelheit's first volume was 
issued in 1986; a supplement followed in 
1989; the second volume of the supple-
ment appeared in 1992. 

On behalf of AJL, I thank Dr. Greta Silver 
of New York City for funding the Judaica 
Bibliography Award for 1992. I would also 
like to thank Charles Cutter (Brandeis 
University), Norman Gechlik (Jewish Divi
sion, New York Public Library), Heidi 
Lerner (Stanford University), and Ann 
Masnik (University of Maryland) for serv
ing with me on the R&S Reference Book 
Award Committee, which was ably 
chaired by David J. Gilner (Klau Library, 
Hebrew Union College). This was the first 
time that I had the opportunity to actively 
participate with my colleagues in selecting 
book award winners. It was also the first 
time that I served on a committee, cast 
my ballot for the book awards, and was 
notified of the winners shortly after vot
ing-all via the wonders of electronic mail 
and the Internet. 

The Bibliography on Holocaust Literature, 
on the other hand, is the result of well 
over a decade of intensive research by 
the authors to locate and systematically 
classify a variety of materials written in 
the English language on the Holocaust. 
The first volume contained 9,014 entries 
for items published between 1930 and 
1985; the supplement added 5,637 cita
tions; and volume 2 of the supplement 
has 3,870 selections. 

The more than 18,000 records include 
monographs, pamphlets, dissertations, 
scholarly articles, contemporary newspa
per reports, eyewitness testimonies, 
memoirs, Holocaust-related novels and 
short stories, and reviews of Holocaust lit-

*Presented at the Banquet of the 28th 
Annual Convention of the Association of 
Jewish Libraries, New York, June 22, 
1993. 

Library of Congress 
Washington, DC 

erature, drama, and films. The entries are 
classified under subheadings such as 
Antisemitism, Fascism, Resistance Ef
forts, Reaction of the Free World, and 
Distortion of the Holocaust. Significant 
items are annotated, and introductory 
essays provide a focus for the historiogra
phy of the Holocaust. Cross-references 
between bibliographic entries, as well as 
author/title and subject indexes, enhance 
the usefulness of this bibliography. 

It is particularly fitting that AJL's Bibliogra
phy Award this year is for a work on the 
Holocaust, for it follows the opening in 
recent months of Bet Ha-Shoah, the 
Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles, and 
the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, DC. These 
museums and their research institutes 
document the Holocaust, memorialize the 
victims, and educate future generations 
about the Nazi war on the Jews and the 
horrors of genocide. On the university 
level, this period of history is the focus of 
courses offered at more than 1,000 cam
puses. For scholars, students, and others 
who wish to broaden their knowledge, the 
Bibliography on Holocaust Literature is an 
excellent tool which makes acc'essible 
English-language materials for research. 

Dr. Abraham J. Edelheit, currently Visiting 
Professor of History at Touro College in 
New York, received his Ph.D. in history 
from the City University of New York 
Graduate School. Hershel Edelheit, a 
Holocaust survivor, directs the Edelheit 
Research Institute for Contemporary His
tory, a nonprofit institute dedicated to the 
study of Jewish history during this cen
tury. 

It is my pleasure to present to both of you 
this Bibliography Award of the Association 
of Jewish Libraries. 

Peggy K. Pearlstein is the Area Specialist 
in the Hebraic Section of the Library of 
Congress. She holds an M.L. S. and an 
M.A. in Jewish Studies, and recently 
received a Ph.D. in American Jewish and 
cultural history from George Washington 
University. 

Remarks by Abraham J. Edelheit 

Thank you, Peggy. 

First, I would like to take this opportu
nity-speaking for my father and my
self-to offer a collective "thank you" to 
all the librarians who have helped make 
our Bibliography on Holocaust Literature 
a reality. As much as this award is an 
honor for us, it also reflects upon librari
ans in general, and Jewish librarians in 
particular, in the United States, Israel, and 
other places. 

Second, I would like to acknowledge a 
person who is unable to be here tonight: 
my mother, Mrs. Ann D. Edelheit. She has 
stood by us through thick and thin, and 
this is as much her award as it is ours. 

Finally, I would like to make a few brief 
comments on a project that is dear to all 
our hearts, and one that we hope to suc
cessfully undertake. 

The three volumes of Bibliography on 
Holocaust Literature, for which we have 
been honored tonight, list a total of 
18,521 books, pamphlets, dissertations, 
and periodical articles-and may be con
sidered comprehensive by present stan
dards. But, the Bibliography is still limited, 
because only English-language materials 
are cited. As the next step in this project, 
we plan to include works in all relevant 
languages, on the basis of our already 
existing database. Doing so would make 
research on the Holocaust considerably 
easier and would make the fruits of schol
arly research known to a wider audience 
than was hitherto possible. 

Our task cannot be considered complete 
until a comprehensive bibliographic data
base, listing all available materials, is pro
duced. In essence, we plan to create a 
bibliographic database that will record in 
one place all the pertinent materials on 
the Holocaust and related issues that are 
so vital for scholars, students, and inter
ested general readers. In this master 
database, all the materials published on 
the events that led to the Holocaust will 
be included. 

Chronologically, the database will encom
pass all relevant studies on the Holo-
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