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“The Shorter Encyclopedia Judaica in Rus-
sia” (as this work’s title is translated on the
copyright page) is the first Jewish encyclo-
pedia to appear in the Russian language
since the classic Evreiskaia Entsiklopediia
of 1906—1913. Three of an envisioned six
volumes have been published to date, un-
der the guidance of a distinguished group of
scholars, including professors Mikhail Zand
(chief scientific consultant) and Shmuel Et-
tinger (chairman of the editorial board).

The Kratkaid Evreiskaia Entsiklopediia
{henceforth KEE) is an abridged and
adapted Russian version of the Encyclo-
paedia Judaica (Jerusalem: Keter, 1972),
designed to meet the specific Jewish needs
and interests of Soviet-born readers. EJ
entries have been re-written so as to in-
clude explanations of basic Jewish religious
concepts and historical facts which are fre-
quently unfamiliar to Jews raised and edu-
cated in the USSR. New entries composed
especially for the KEE fall into three general
categories: (a) those providing definitions
and semantic clarifications of fundamental
terms such as “Jews,” “Israel,” etc., (b)
those dealing with Russian and Soviet Jew-
ish topics, whether it be specific communities
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(e.g., Bukhara), Yiddish literature in the
USSR, or Jews who contributed to Soviet
politics, science and culture, (c) those
covering other subjects considered to be of
particular interest to Soviet Jews living in
the USSR, Israel and the West (e.g., “Land
of Israel” and “State of Israel,” which to-
gether comprise more than half of volume
three).

Unlike the EJ and the original Evreiskaia
Entsiklopediid, the KEE does not include
bibliographies at the conclusion of its en-
tries. It therefore cannot be used as a
springboard for further reading or research.
Author signatures are also absent, al-
though afull list of contributors and an index
of names and subjects are promised for the
final volume. The KEE is a landmark event
in Jewish publishing, testifying to the na-
tional and religious revival among Soviet
Jews during the last generation.

Dr. David E. Fishman is a Professor at the
Jewish Theological Seminary of America in
New York and is also on the faculty of the
Max Weinreich Center for Advanced Jew-
ish Studies of YIVO Institute for Jewish Re-
search.
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identified by their accepted folkloristic
codes.

An author index is absent from the bibli-
ography. Since the main arrangement is by
author, this might appear unnecessary, but
the work includes a significant number of
addenda (under the incorrect rubric
“Appendix”). Thus, all the works of primary
authors are not together. Access is
provided to joint authors through cross ref-
erences within the body of the bibliography.

Conclusions

Prof. Yassif's most important accomplish-
ments are the identification of over thirteen
hundred significant contributions to Jewish
folklore, their evaluation through extensive
annotations, and the provision of access to
the literature on specific subjects in the field
through the index. This bibliography is,
however, as the author himself points out,
“the first stage” (p. xi) in an effort which
should provide more comprehensive, as
well as more analytical coverage of the
field.

Dina Abramowicz is the-former Head Li-
brarian and currently serves as Reference
Librarian of YIVO Institute for Jewish Re-
search in New York City.
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“The voluminous diaries of
one of modern history’s most
diabolical figures. .. sheds new
light on Hitler’s inner circle”
TIME Magazine

Joseph Goebbels, as
“Gauleiter” (District Chief)

of Berlin and later as Hitler’s
Propaganda Minister, was
instrumental in establishing
and maintaining the image of
the Nazi regime. His diaries,
which run from 1924 to the

§ day of his suicide in 1945 and
until now largely inaccessible,
reflect in intricate detail the
strategy behind the trans-
mutation of news into power
by the Third Reich.

The outstanding historical
significance of this source lies
in the fact that few pre-1945
personal documents from the
narrow circle of NS lead-
ership have survived and, of
those that have survived,
none can compete in scope or
content with the Goebbels di-
8 aries. The diaries are also in-
valuable as a source of Party
history, the internal workings
of the Nazi movement and
regime, and Goebbels’s close
relationship with Hitler.
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“A reference work of great in-
terest to all students of Nazi
Germany . .. will enable many
students to comprehend the
scale, as well as the chro-
nology, of Hitlers campaign
against Jews, intellectuals,
and other opponents of his
Shofar

This volume provides the
complete and otherwise
unavailable chronology of
German emigrants denied
citizenship between 1933 and
1945. Over 40,000 indi-
viduals — among them Ein-
stein and Thomas Mann —
lost their citizenship, had
their possessions confiscated
and their academic titles
revoked. This series is accom-
panied by an index of names
and places as well as an
appendix which reproduces
the most important laws

and decrees on the loss of
citizenship.
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“It would be impossible to ex-
aggerate the worvth of this con-
tribution . . . anyone doing any
work on the subject will have
to make these volumes his very
first source of information.”
East Central Europe
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Volume 1: Archival
Resources

Volume 2: Classified and
Annotated Bibliography of
Books and Articles on the
Immigration and
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Europe to the USA since
1933

Volume 3: Part 1; Guide to
the Oral History
Collection of the Research
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Edited by
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... highly recommended for
all collections on the Holo-
caust and modern Jewish
history”  Choice

“...vital publication for those
interested in the period, in
Central Kuropean history, or
American intellectual history.”
American Reference Books
Annual

These landmark volumes
provide the most complete in-
ternational documentation of
the lives and works of 8,700
outstanding men and women
forced to flee Nazi persecu-
tion. The unprecedented
transfer of Central-European
scholarship is chronicled in
these volumes as are assess-
ments of the social and cul-
tural consequences of this
historic migration.
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