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Genesis of the Idea 

The high point of summer vacation during 
my ninth year was having the circulation 
clerk at the Finney branch of the Milwau­
kee (WI) Public Library rubberstamp my 
reading club form with a small figure of Billy 
the Bookworm for each book read since the 
previous visit. Now, more than a quarter­
century later, I find myself in the position of 
designing reading motivation programs with 
similar positive reinforcement techniques in 
a congregational library. 

While browsing through a mail-order cata­
log from the Walter Drake Co., I came upon 
pages of address labels pre-printed with var­
ious symbols and pictures-a rose, an ap­
ple, a turtle, a pig, a musical clef, ballet slip­
pers, etc. Each label had space for three or 
four lines of text. It occurred to me that these 
labels could be imprinted with appropriate 
Biblical quotations and used in combination 
with individualized reading logs as a moti­
vational tool for a religious school reading 
club. After much poring through an English 
translation of the Tanakh (The Holy Scrip­
tures, Jewish Publication Society, 5723-
1963, c1917), I found an appropriate Bibli­
cal quotation for each image on the labels. 
Thus was created the "Quotations from the 
Bible Reading Club:' 

In previous years, at the Rebecca Kauffman 
Memorial Library of Congregation Kesher 
Israel in West Chester, Pennsylvania, I had 
organized a Noah's Ark reading club, with 
stickers from Cardesign; and I have also 
used holiday motif stickers from Contem­
porary Designs. Walter Drake stickers are 
less expensive than either of these lines, 
.however, and they give participating stu­
dents more to think about. 

Reform Congregation Beth David 
Gladwyne, PA 

Materials 

The materials required for the Bible Quota­
tion Reading Club include: 

-A reading log for each child (an 8½x11" 
sheet with the club name). 

-A supply of illustrated Biblical quotation 
stickers (samples in Figure 1). 

-A large chart for recording reading prog­
ress of the entire group (ConTact paper 
with a grid design is recommended). 

-A supply of gold and silver dots or stars. 

(This article supplies details on the Bible 
quotation stickers. Instructions for produc­
ing the reading logs and chart can be got­
ten by writing the author at the address 
given below.) 

Procedure 

A child reads a book from our library, writes 
a brief report on the book in the first avail­
able space on his/her reading log, and is 
then entitled to paste a sticker above the 
report. The child then takes a gold or silver 
dot or star and pastes it on the large chart 
on his/her name line. 

Results 

This year, 73 reports were submitted by the 
religious school students. Most of the 
reports were incorporated into library 
columns in the Temple Bulletin. At the end 
of the school year, some were "published" 
in the first issue of the library student news­
paper, edited by a third-grader, Sarah 
Kanes, who typed the bulk of the text her­
self on her computer. 
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Ordering Information 

The basic stickers have an illustration; most 
measure 2¼"x5/a'~ You provide the words. 
The limit for most of the stickers if four lines 
of 26 characters/spaces each. Suggestions 
for Biblical quotations are found in the chart 
which accompanies this article. Most of the 
designs cost $1.98 for a set of 250 stickers; 
shipping is additional. Send orders to: 
Walter Drake & Sons, Drake Building, Col­
orado Springs, CO 80940. (Allow approxi­
mately one month for delivery.) 

For synagogue libraries that find these 
stickers too costly, I suggest splitting orders 
with another congregation or using just the 
gummed label assortments: P5080 FOUR 
SEASONS labels with the quotation from 
Koheleth given in the chart (the quotation 
will appear on 1,000 labels of 4 different de­
signs: robin, autumn leaf, sun, and snow­
flake), and P4088 FLOWER LABELS (84 
each, approximately, in'each of 12 different 
designs) at $2.49 for 1,000. Copy to read: 

For, lo, the winter is past, 
The rain is over and gone; 
The flowers appear on the 
earth.-Song of Songs 2:11-12. 

Such an order would give the library 2,000 
stickers of 16 different designs for $4.48. 

Additional quotations will be added annu­
ally. Quotations from the Talmud and other 
Jewish sources may eventually be included. 
For further information, write: Blue Balloon 
Books, P.O. Box 681, Westford, MA 01886. 
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January 1988, currently resides in Mas­
sachusetts. 
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