SYNAGOGUE LIBRARIES

Attracting Patrons to the Synagogue Library: Information, Interest, and Involvement

Today, after establishing alibrary policy and
building a fine collection, a librarian must
also spend considerable time and effort on
getting the community to focus attention on
the library. Many synagogue libraries have
moved to larger quarters in the suburbs, and
many with the most extensive and interest-
ing collections are no longer within walk-
ing distance for most patrons. School buses
and carpools reduce the number of parents
who spend time in the library during reli-
gious school hours. More generally, with so
much competition for the synagogue mem-
ber’s time, the library must offer both valu-
able services and tempting programs to at-
tract patrons.

Beyond the traditional library programs dis-
cussed elsewhere (Berman, 1982), this ar-
ticle offers three ideas for bringing today’s
patron into the synagogue library:

1. anin-depth source of current informa-
tion about community services,

2. an ongoing study program, and

3. aproject that involves the members of
the congregation in a direct, personal
way.

Information About Community Services

The librarian may maintain directories—
published or in-house — of organizations in-
volved in education, social services, or
health care. (In time, of course, your files
should include detailed, up-to-date informa-
tion on other community resources.) The
way to start is to maintain a folder of infor-
mation about these services, with ad-
dresses and phone numbers. | chose to be-
gin with library services to the homebound.
A folder on such a topic should contain an-
swers to the following questions:

a) Does your library have a way of sending
books to the homebound? Are volun-
teers available to offer transportation to
those who cannot drive?

b) Does the public library have a bookmo-
bile with a regular (or irregular) sched-
ule and route?
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¢) Does the public library mail books and
tapes to the homebound? Can titles be
ordered by phone, or are order forms
supplied? Do videotapes circulate?

d) Do the Jewish libraries in the commu-
nity have a common policy that allows
special borrowing privileges for the
homebound? Again, are rides available,
or can material be delivered to the
patron?

e) Is there a synagogue or Jewish Center
library in the community with a compre-
hensive collection of Large Print books?
Does the local library have a bibliogra-
phy that you can obtain? Do you have
one of your own? Do you have a copy
of Helene L. Tuchman’s bibliography?
(Tuchman, 1983).

f) Which local libraries have special col-
lections in Hebrew, Yiddish, or other lan-
guages?

g) Can you keep on hand copies of forms
from agencies that send catalogs and
information to the homebound and the
disabled? For example, The Jewish
Braille Institute, which only lends to in-
dividuals, will send libraries a subscriber
registration form; a request form for cata-
logs by topic; request forms for individual
titles; and a list of items available in
Braille, on tape, on cassette, and in
Large Type. Liturgical works for the Con-
servative, Orthodox and Reform are
available, as are books in English, Yid-
dish, Hebrew, French and German.
(There are complex eligibility rules. Write
directly to The Jewish Braille Institute of
America, 110 East 30th Street, New
York, N.Y., 10016.)

After you have gathered the facts on a par-
ticular service, the next step is to publicize
the availability of the material. Consider it
a publicity campaign for the library.

An Ongoing Study Program

My second suggestion, an ongoing study
program, is illustrated by the formation of
a journal club. It would be ideal if this proj-
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ect could be coordinated with courses in the
adult education program. | suggest “start-
ing small”: one discussion session per
month for four months. Each registrant
should receive, in advance, a photocopy of
the articles to be discussed.

Establish one rule: only those who have
read the article may speak; all others must
be content to listen. Leading a discussion
and keeping attention focused on the arti-
cle takes skill. If this is not your forte, find
a discussion leader or teacher with ex-
perience. Choose articles for their diversity
and the controversial nature of the topics.
If at all possible, the class should meet in
the library. My choice would be to call the
program “The Library's Journal Club.” With
luck, it may become a year-round activity
in the library.

A Project Involving
Congregants Personally

The project | describe here is more
elaborate, although in simple terms, it boils
down to immigration histories, or “When We
Got Here”

Each congregant is invited to come to the
library and volunteer the following facts:

— his or her name,

— country of family’s origin,

— date when first family member emi-
grated, or

— date of arrival in the U.S., and

— date first family member settled in the
library’s city.

Make a time line, and pin either a card or
a cutout of an ocean liner with the name,
date and country listed for each participant
in the appropriate position.

In addition, use maps, placing a pin in each
country reported. You may need Africa,
South America and Asia in addition to Eu-
rope. You may also make a graph to illus-
trate the years when the families first came
to your city. Finally, you may display related
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